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International Marine Signal Flags 
The following flags are international signals used by ships at sea. They can be used to spell out short 

messages, or more commonly, used individually or in combination they have special meanings. 

A - Diver below 
(when stationary); 
I am undergoing 
a speed trial 

D - keep clear o f  
me, I am 
manoevering 
with difficulty 

G - I require a pHot 

B-Iamtakingon 
or discharging . 

explosives 

E -1 am altering my 
course to storboard 

C - (affirmative) 

F - I am disabled, 
communicate 
with me 

H - I have apilot 
on board 

I - 1 am altering 
my course to port 

J - 1 am going to 
send a message by 
semaphore 

K - you should stop L - you should stop, M - 1 have a doctor 
your vessel instantly I have something on board 

important to 
commun1Cate (Continued inside back cover) 
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Proceedings is published for all members of maritime industries by the Coast Guard's Marine Safety, 

and Environmental Protection, US. Coast Guard. Whether you are a retired admiral, fishing vessel captain, 

river pilot, ocean scientist, marine engineer, tug or tow boat operator, shipping executive, insurance 

underwriter, oil company representative, cruise line president, ship builder, active duty or retired, vessel 

operator or maritime lawyer, Proceedings is published for you in the interest of safety at sea. While we like 

being informative, our main business is mishap prevention and dissemination of safety information. To help 

us evaluate our effectiveness and provide all of our readers with a quality publication, we would appreciate 

your response to the questions below. We welcome letters, articles and photographs from you for the 

publication. We value your maritime expertise and input. Please write to: 
.-", 

Editor, Proceedings 
US Coast Guard, National Maritime Center 
4200 Wilson Blvd., Suite 510 
Arlington, VA 22203- 1 804 

1. What is your current job? 
0 Maritime Industry 

OTechnical Personnel 
Operational Personnel 

0 Non-maritime Industry 
0 U.S. Federal Government 
0 Foreign Government 
0 State/Local Government 
0 Others Allied to the Field (Please specify): 

2. How often do you see the Proceedings magazine? 
Every issue 
Most issues 3 

Only occasionally 1 

This is the first one I've seen 
I 

3. About how much time do you spend reading Proceedings? !, 
15-30 rnin. c . , 
30-60 min. ,Ã 

0 One Hour 
q More than one hour 

4. Do you receive new information and useful ideas? 
0 Always 
0 Often 
0 Seldom 
0 Never 

5. What regular features provide the most safety information? 
Mariner's Seabag 
Nautical Queries 

0 RADM Card Speaks ... 
q By theway 
0 Investigator's Comer 

6. What types of article(s) do you find most informative? 
Technical 
Environmental 
Industrial 
General 

7. To give&ur readers a better quality product, we're updating 
our format. Please rate Proceedings on each of the 
following: 

Overall opinion 
Excellent 

0 Good 
0 Fair 
0 Poor 

Writing style 
Excellent 

0 Good 
Fair 

0 ' 5  Poor 

Level of writing 
0 Too Basic 

Just Right 
0 Too Technical 

Ease of reading 
0 Excellent 
0 Good 

Fair 
0 Poor 

Appearance 
0 Excellent 
0 Good 
0 Fair 
0 Poor 

Use of color 
Excellent 

0 Good 
Fair 

0 Poor 

Quality of articles 
Excellent 

0 Good 
Fair 

0 Poor 

Variety of articles 
Excellent 

0 Good 
Fair 

0 Poor 

Accuracy of articles 
0 Excellent 
0 Good 
0 Fair 
0 Poor 

Layout of magazine 
Excellent 

0 Good 
Fair 

0 Poor 

Timeliness of magazine 
Excellent 

0 Good 
Fair 

0 Poor 

Use of artwork 
0 Excellent 
0 Good 
0 Fair 
0 Poor 
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8. List articles you found exceptionally interesting or useful to you or your work center, and why? 

9. Do you have specific issues or concerns that you would like to have addressed in Proceedings magazine? 

10. Additional comments about Proceedings. 

'a > 

Thank you for participating in this survey. 

FOLD FOLD 

. USCG, NMC-05 
4200 Wilson Blvd., Ste. 510 
Arlington, VA 22203- 1804 

EDITOR 
PROCEEDINGS MAGAZINE 
US Coast Guard, National Maritime Center 
4200 Wilson Blvd., Suite 510 
Ar,lington, VA 22203- 1804 

STAMP 
HERE 

.s . .- 
c 

FOLD FOLD 

A 
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Editor's Point of View 
By Cheryl Robinson 

magazine, as always, strives to keep you 
informed about all aspects of the maritime industry. 

'2, 

This is the beginning of the year, and we here at the United States 
Coast Guard's National Maritime Center anticipate another great one. 
Our staff is constantly redesigning the magazine and we certainly 
encourage your input to help us deliver a quality product that all our 
readers can enjoy. I am aiming for an overall strategy that will move us 
well into the 21st century. Here at NMC, we try to instill continuous 
improvement as a way of life. 

Our theme for this issue is the "Index and the 1997 Survey." This is 
a smaller issue and the majority of the articles will be in the up-coming 
issues. I am asking for your support in helping to make Proceedings 
magazine one of the best professional journals within the maritime 
community. I .. 

Please remember to send in your survey and opinions, so we can keep 
a finger on the pulse of the;'-maritime industry. ^ 

A special thank you to  all our readers! 
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By Cheryl Robinson 

Pea Island, North Carolina 
- A Station In Black History 

Blacks began to appear in large numbers on 
the rolls of the Life-Saving Service, a Coast Guard 
predecessor. Most were employed as cooks and later 
became regular crew members to rescueiboats. 

Before long an all-Black life-saving station was ,- 
formed at Pea Island, NC. This station vfas 
established by an Act of Congress in 1@8 and was . 
built in the winter of 1878-79. 

In 1879, Charles Shoemaker, the 
assistant inspector of the Life-Saving 
Service recommended Richard Etheridge, a 
Black, for the position of Keeper. He asked 
that Etheridge be allowed to chose his own 
&-Black crew for the station. 

Other crew members over the years at 
Pea Island were Maxie Berry, Boatswain's- 
mate llc, Officer In Charge; Lonnie Gray, 
Boatswain's mate llc; Ruben Gallop, : 
Surfman, Seaman; Fleetwood Dunston, 
Surfman, Seaman; and Herbert Collins, 
Surfman, Seaman. Collins later became an 
expert instructor in boat handling and 
retired in 1973 as a Lieutenant. 

There are numerous written testimonies as to the 
many outstanding rescues performed by this all-Black 
crew who valiantly served at Pea Island. This station 
was manned by an all-Black crew for 67 years. 

Three Generations of 
Coast Guard History 

Maxie Berry served 25 years at Pea Island - 
following in his father's footsteps. His father, Joseph 
Berry, Wed 15 years at Pea Island and retired in 
1917. Maxie Berry's son, LCDR Maxie Berry, Jr., retired 
from active duty from the Coast Guard Headquarters 
Civil Rights Office in 1976. 

Black{History: U.S. Coast Guard Trivia 

CAPT Mike Healy, one of ten children born to 
an Irish immigrant and a mulatto slave, went to sea as 
a cabin boy on board a merchant ship at age 15. Healy 
later became the law in the new Alaska Territory as 
skipper of the Revenue Cutter Bear (Revenue Cutter 
Service). 

ADM Russell Waesche, commandant of the 
Coast Guard during World War IJ, commissioned the 
first Black Officer, Clarence Samuels, a former Warrant 
Officer. Samuels became the first Black to command a 
Coast Guard cutter when he assumed command of a 
lightship and subsequently commanded the CGC Sea 
Cloud. 

Pea Island Station 
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Another famous Black, Alex Haley, who 
definitely has African-American roots in Black 
History, was also a member of the Coast Guard. 

Today We're Making 
History For Tomorrow 

The first Black (0-6) Captain was CAPT Robert 
Wilkes. 

Currently, there are seven Black Captains on 
active duty. They are CAPT Percy Norwood, 
Commander, Coast Guard Recruiting Command; 
CAPT Samuel Burton, Chief of Personnel, MLCPAC; 
CAPT Joseph Jones, Headquarters, Asst. Chief of 
Operation; CAPT Michael Brown, ICAF, CAPT 
Charles William, Chief of Telecommunications, 
-ANT; CAPT Dwight Meekins, Commanding 
Officer, Air Station Savannah, a descendant of Pea 
Island; and CAPT Erol Brown, Commanding Officer, 
ISC Portsmouth. 

There is one command on the East Coast 
which has a Black Commanding Officer and a Black 
Executive a k t  in Coast Guard history; ISC 
Portsmouth where CAPT Erol Brown is Commanding 
Officer and CDR John Williams is Executive Officer. 

There are two Coast Guard cuttersinamed 

Pea Island crew members (1 to r) ~Uaxie Berry, Boatswain's mate lie, 
Officer In Charge; Lonnie Gray, Boatswain's mate lie; Ruben Gallop, 
Swfman, Sepan;  Fleetwood Dunston, Surfman, Seaman; and 
Herbert CoUins, Surfinan, Seaman. 

after a person or place in Black history. The CGC Pea 
Island (patrol boat) 110 footer and CGC Healy 
(icebreaker) named after "Roaring" Mike Healy. 

Last, but certainly not least is the highest 
ranking Black female on active duty, LCDR Sharon 
Donald Baynes. 

A "Special Thanks" to LT Sam Short, 
National Pollution Funds Center, Arlington, VA 
for help& to compile the Black history facts. 
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Coast Guardsmen A: . , At Inaugural Events 
Ã 

By Cheryl Robinson 

he 1997 Presidential Inaugural, the last for the century, marked more than 200 years of military 
participation. It all began when George Washington was escorted by the U. S. Armed Forces to his T swearing-in ceremony on April 30, 1789. During that same year Congress recognized the need for a 

"floating police service," thus beginning the nation's oldest continuous maritime service the U. S. Coast 
Guard. Our motto, Semper Paratus, which means "Always Ready," exemplifies our eagerness to continue our 
tradition of participation in the Inaugural Event. 

The Coast Guard was represented by more than 40 active-duty members who joined the Armed Forces 
Inaugural Committee for the 53"' Presidential Inauguration (and by several reservists). Our representation 
included members from the CG Honor Guard based in Alexandria, VA, who marched in the afternoon parade; 
several Honor Guard members who participated in the swearing-in ceremony; The Coast Guard band from New 
London, CT who entertained at the pre-inaugural ceremonies; and the Coast Guardsmen included in the joint 
service cordon who lined the parade route along Pennsylvania Avenue from the Capitol to the White House. 
The exact number of Coast Guardsmen who participated in the 1997 event was not known at press time; 
however, Coast Guard people are very proud of their traditions - And the Coast Guard tradition goes on! 
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ig ~ u s i d n  The Spotlight 
By Cheryl Robinson 

The 1997 Presidential Inaugural Parade was a significant memory for Coast Guard Band members. We 
would like to share a small portion of those memories with our audience. We interviewed two members of the 

Band from New London, CT, Constance I. Coghian, Senior Chief Musician (MUCS), percussion; and 

Johnathan N. Towne, Musician First Class (MUl), Drum M a . .  Two very special people from the Coast Guard 

Band had this to say about the Inaugural Parade. 

8 .  -. 
,& ** - 66 

MUCS Constance Coghlan smiled and said, Some of the most 

significant moments in my 23+ year Coast Guard career have been the 

Presidential Inaugural Parades. What an honor to represent the Coast 
4 Guard with the President, Vice President p d  the Commandant of the 

Coast Guard all present. How many peo$e can say they've ever seen a 

president and I have seen and played for$wrn all s& I joined the Coast 

Guard Band in 1973. What a thrill! To &h in a Presidential Inaugural 

Parade is to march into the history books.*It is an honor to be part of an 
9 ? 

American tradition. f 

66 
MU1 Johnathan Towne's face lit up as he spoke, It was an honor 

and a privilege to be one of the five Drum Majors to lead a division in 

the Inaugural Parade. This was my first Inaugural Parade as Drum Major 
and F was a bit nervous and excited at the same time. I'm glad that . 

everything went fine, especially when marching past the reviewing stand 
9 9 

for {president Clinton. 
A 

. I 

A special "Thank You" to those Coasties who represented 
the U. S, Coast Guard family in the familiar tradition! > 
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MARINER'S SEABAG 

START 
Maritime Course Approvals - 
The course approval process 

Mariners take many courses to prepare 
them for their duties at sea. The Coast Guard 
must review and approve courses that are taken 
for the following reasons: 

1. The course is required by 
Federal law or regulation. Examples of 
these courses are Radar, Fiifighting, and First 
Aid. 

training that will prepare a mariner for 
an examination, but training that will be 
taken instead of sitting for the Coast 
Guard exam. 

Training 1 
Institution 1 

L courses 

2. The training will 
substitute for a Coast Guard 
examination. Note that this is not 

3. The mariner will substitute 
the training for a portion of the sea 
service required to obtain a license 
or merchant mariner document. 

I 

The Coast Guard does not review training 
taken for other reasons (e.g., employer'. 

2 requirements, general education). 4- 

The course approval process usedby the 
Coast Guard is shown in figure 1. ': 

The Coast Guard's Goal 

The Coast Guard's goal is to quickly 
certify courses that meet approval standards. 
To help training institutions meet the approval 
standards, the National Maritime Center (NMC) 
will publish the guidelines used by the course 
reviewers. With the Coast Guard's guidelines in 
hand, training providers will be able to . . ekre  
that their course and application are complete 
before submitting it to the Coast Guard, 

Regional 
Exam Center 

Course reviewed 
for completeness 

G W Complete 

courses 

A .,. 

Course reviewed by 
the National Maritime 

Center (NMC) for 
compliance 

Currently Available Information L yes - 
The Coast Guard now has available limited 

information on the course approval process. These 
consist of some guidelines developed by the Coast Figure 1 - USCG Course Approval Process 
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Guard or other groups. For example, the Coast Guard 
uses the American Red Cross First Aid and CPR 
guidelines when evaluating First Aid courses 
required for licenses. 

The Coast Guard also has copies of the 
International Maritime Organization (JMO) model 
courses. Since these publications are copyrighted, 
the Coast Guard cannot distribute them. However, we 
will refer those interested in obtaining the IMO 
guidelines to private vendors in the United States. 

The Coast Guard has published instructions in 
Navigation and Vessel Inspection Circular (NVIC) 
5-95 that describe how to submit a course for 
approval. This document is available from any 
Regional Exam Center (REC), from the National 
Technical Information Service (tel: 703437450), or 
on the World Wide Web at http://Avww.dotinfo.gov/ 
uscg/hq/g-m/gmhorne.htm (go to "Publications, 
Reports, & Forms"). 

Improvements for Better Service 

The NMC is working to improve the course 
approval system by improving the tools that we use 
in the process. 

We are revising the existing course 
approval guidelines to conform to; a 

I standard format. This will speed up the approval 
process by converting much of the application into a 

"checklist" format. Also, with a standardized guideline, 
both training institutions and course reviewers will 
increase their familiarity with the guideline and the 
process. 

We are improving the course 
approval database. The database currently 
contains information on courses approved by the 
Coast Guard (including the course name, location, 
approval date, and expiration date). With the revisions, 
the NMC will be able to track the status of course 
approvals. The NMC will also be able to measure the 
time that it takes for a course to move through the 
approval process. With this information, we will be 
able to direct our improvement efforts at those stages 
(again, refer to figure 1) that take the most rime. I 

We are improving the speed and efficiency of 
the course approval process while maintaining its 
strength and safeguards. If you have comments or 
questions about the course approval process, please 
contact: 

Mr. Jerry Miante 
Chief, Marine Examination Administration Branch 
National Maritime Center 
4200 Wilson Blvd, Suite 5 10 
Arlington, VA 22203-1804 
Tel: 703-235-0014 
Fax: 703-235-1062 

A 
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NAUTICAL QUERIES 

On vessels subject to 46 CFR subchapter T 
Certification Expiration Date Stickers 

are issued to a T-Boat" with a valid certificate of 
inspection to indicate the date the COI expires 
must be readily visable to each passenger prior to 
boarding and to patrolling Coast Guard law 
enforcement personnel 
must be placed on glass or other smooth surfaces 
where they may be removed without damage to the 
vessel 
All of the above 

The maximum number of passengers a "T"-Boat 
may carry. 

is stated on the vessel's Certificate of Inspection 
is the number authorized in the Navigation Rules 
depends on the number of lifejackets you carry 
is the number authorized by your license 

ABYC equipment standards are published by the. 

Association of Boat and Yacht Classifiers 
American Boat and Yacht Council 
American Boat and Yacht Convention 199 1 
American Boat and Yacht Club 

Electrical equipment in spaces that contain gasoline 
powered machinery must be 1. ^ 

.,. 
.Ã explosion-proof <T . , 
> Â ¥  

intrinsically safe 
ignition protected for use in a gasoline atmosphere 
All of the above 

The service life of distress signals must be not more 
than 

forty two months from the date of manufacture 
six months from the date of the last inspection 
12 months from the date of manufacture 
three years from the date of purchase 

For the purposes of distress signalling, small 
passenger vessels that operate on runs of more 
than 30 minutes duration on lakes, bays and 
sounds and river routes must carry 

A radiotelephone 
Three hand red flare distress signals, and three 

hand orange smoke distress signals 
C A "Very" pistol and flare kit 
D. An approved noise-making device 

7. Which device(s) must be fitted to a fuel line's tank 
connection? 

A. A fuel strainer 
B. A shut-off valve 
C A tubular glass gauge to indicate the fuel level 
D. All of. the above 

8. What is the minimum diameter allowed for bilge 
piping on small passenger vessels which are more 
than 65 feet in length? 

9. On small passenger vessels, backfire flame ancestors 
are installed on 

A. all electric motors 
B. turbocharged diesel engines 
C gasoline engines 
D. both A and C 

' 5  

10. A Certificate of Inspection issued to a small 
passenger vessel (SPV) describes 

A. The minimum f i e  extinguishing equipment, 
lifejackets, survival and rescue craft she must carry 

B. the name of the managing operator 
C any special conditions or restrictions on her 

operation 
D. All the above 

Deck Answers 
1-D, 2-A,3-B, 4-D, 5-A, 6-B,7-B, 8-D, 9-C, 10-D 
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NAUTICAL QUERIES 

The Pollution Prevention Regulations (33 CFR) 
requires that No person may transfer oil to or from a 
vessel unless 

Boiler mountings attached directly to the boiler 
plating by screwed studs and nuts shall be 
removed and examined every 8 years. 

all necessary components of the transfer system are 
lined up before the transfer begins 
all unnecessary parts of the transfer system are 
open and drained 
the transfer system is connected to a flexible fuel 
hose 
the transfer system is connected to an automatic 
back pressure shutoff nozzle 

A tank or compartment is "gas free" when there is 
an absence of dangerous concentrations of 

all flammable liquids 
any combustible liquid 
flammable or toxic gases 
residues from cargo oil 

In ordeflo properly remove air from the casing of a 
centrifugal pump when starting, the pump should 
have a 

Energy losses occurring in a hydraulic system are 
ultimately absorbed by the 

reservoir expansion chamber 
hydraulic piping flexibility 
atmosphere as heat 
fluid as friction 

positive head 
negative suction head 
mechanical seal 
vent valve attached to the casing at the top of the 
volute 

On AC vessels, which of the following statements 
represents the most difficult problem involved in 
obtaining a DC potential suitable for use by 
computer components? 

Turbine blade erosion is accelerated by 

high blade speed 
high moisture content 
high vacuum 
all of the above 

A stepdown transformer is always required 
Vessel vibrations affect the voltage source 
The voltage must be rectified and made ripple free 
Rectifiers cannot operate with voltage regulators A l a r ~ ,  low-speed, main propulsion diesel engine 

is operating at rated load and speed while the 
vessel is in calm seas. As the intensity of the seas 
increase, the engine speed governor maintains the 
same RPM, although the load indicator indicates an 
increase in load beyond its allowable limits. Which 
of the following actions should be taken? 

Using a diesel engine indicator P-V diagram, the 
cylinder mean effective pressure is calculated to be 
21.3 kglcm2. What is the scale of the spring used 
on the indicator if the diagram area is 18.46 cm2 with 
a length of 13 cm? 

0.90 
1.00 
1 .Z 
1.50 

Increase the load limit setting 
Decrease the load limit setting 
Increase engine RPM 
Ignore this situation as the engine can handle the 
load increase 

Which of the following statements is true 
concerning the inspection of water-tube boilers? Before giving a boiler a surface blow, you must- 

All mountings shall be opened up and examined by 
a Coast Guard inspector at eight year intervals after 
the initial inspection. 
All boiler mounting studs or bolts shall be removed 
for examination by a Coast Guard inspector every 4 
years after initial inspection. 
Boiler mountings attached to boiler nozzles must be 
opened and removed for examination every 8 years. 

open the skin valve on the blowdown line 
raise the water level to a full glass 
lower the water level to a half glass 
increase the boiler steam pressure above normal 

Engineering Answers 
1-A, 2-C, 3-C,4-D, 5-D, 6-C, 7-D, 8-D, 9-B, 10-A 
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Master Near Coastal Any 

Chief Mate Ocean Any 

Chief Mate Near Coastal Any 

Second Mate Ocean Any 

Second Mate Near Coastal Any 0 3 0 4 1 0 

Third Mate Ocean Any 35 1 29 ' 20 44 1 14 0 

Third Mate Near Coastal Anv 9 1 1 6 0 0 

Master Ocean Not More Than 1.6 K 252 1 

Master Near Coastal Not More Than 1.6 K 

Mate Ocean Not More Than 1.6 K 

I Master Near Coastal Not More Than 500 

Mate Ocean Not More Than 500 

Master Near Coastal Not More Than 100 

Master Uninspected Fishing Industry Vessel 

Mate MODU  aster Great Lakes and In. Any 

Master Inland Any 

Mate Great Lakes and In. Any FÃ‘Ã‘ - Ãˆ' 17 .. , 
Master Great Lakes and In. Not More Than 1.6 K >, , 
Mate Great Lakes and In. Not More Than 1.6 K .. . 
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- - 
lief Engineer Motor 4s Y 742 

ST Asst. Eng. Motoi 85 13 6 88 

TO Asst. Eng. Motor 65 13 5 120 

ID Asst. Ene. Motor 

Chief Engineer Steam 

1ST Asst. Eng. Steam 

2ND Asst. Eng. Steam 

3RD ASSL Eng. Steam 79 2 3 4 0 

Chief Engineer Ocean 129 39 6 534 15 2 

Chief Engineer Steam or Motor 83 17 
' ft Asst. Eng. Steam or Motor 61 3 

TO Ast. Eng. Steam or Motor 54 5 

3RD Asst. Eng. S t e m  or Motor 382 15 

5 1 3  74 2 1 

14 13 I l l  5 0 

Designated Duty Eng. 
- . . 

lief Engineer Uninspected Fishing Industry VI : 30 , ,. . , ' :$ . : 1 :' ' .  1 3 4  . .  . 8 
. . 

0 
ssistant Engineer Fish md. . 14. , . . ' . . Â¥ . .  2, 

, . . . . . .  : , . .  . . . 1 . ':. .;. 17 . ,. 0 -  0 '  
. . .. 0 . . . 

lief Engineer MODU . . ,  . 4 ,  ' . ' ,  . . L ,  

" 

/.  . '  ... .. , , , .  . .  . .  . .. . 13 0 .  0 
. . 1.. . . . :. ' 

. . . . -  
sistant Eneineer MODU . . . .  , . 0 . . . ..' . . .. Â ¥  8 .  , ' 1 '  . :  . .  . 

Total 1,820 274 110 3,947 105 13 

I ? 
Radio Officer 27 5 1 0 1 54 4 0 

2 
Chief Purser ;. 22 0 0 16 0 0 

Ã - 
Purser ' 8  7 0 0 2 0 0 

1 Total 102 1 0 185 6 

SUMMARY LICENSE TRANSACT1 - 
k Department 

Engine Department 

Total 11,511 2,212 760 22,228 728 117 1 
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ABS SafeHul1 System 

American Bureau of Shipping SafeHull96 
BringsSignificant Technology Developments 
(July-SeptemberB6p 16) 

Adopt a Sensitive Area Program (ASAP) 
i 

Adopt a Sensitive Area Program 
"Â (October-DecemberMp 61) 

Automated Equipment 

Realizing the Promise ofAutomation Through 
Better Designand Training 
(July-September/96p 36) 

Simulation Training to Meet Advances in 
ShipboardAutomation 
(July-September/96p 62) 

Center for Technology Risk Studies 

Risk Management in the U.S. Coast Guard 
(April- JuneB6p 5) 

Chemical Barging 

RiskAnalysis of Chemical Barging and 
Offloading Operations (April-June/96p 19) 
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inistrative action ''by the 
I f  a laboratory finds 
$'*; system, they have the'- *... 

for dru.> 
work in a sal 
he subject to 
U.S. Coast -- 
drugs in a --- 
opportunity t1 
Medical Review 
MRO finds then 
explanation f~ 
the MRO wil 
negative. The use, howevi 
under California Proposition 21 

w - 

Schedule I drug under Arizona Proposition 
200 is not a legitimate medical explanation. 
If a mariner tests positive for marijuana, 
and tells the MRO that a doctor 
recommended or prescribed the use of 
marijuana, the MRO will verify the test 
positive. 

Additionally, MROs have been 
reminded that the regulations authorize 
MROs to provide medical information 
learned during the verification process to 
employers when the information would 
result in the medical disqualification of an 
employee under DOT rules or the 
information indicates that the continued 
performance of safety-sensitive functions 
could pose a significant safety risk. 

. h e  . .yl-p .̂ &̂ST 3 contact LT Jennifer Ledbetter, Drug and For additional information, please 

I*. . +*,? 
idicftl . & J : : $ ~ @ ~ A l c o h o I  Program Administrator at Coast 

&&niÃ ,̂ j s ~ 2 5 ~ a w : * ~ u a r d  Headquarters, Commandant 
t&:. %.+ Ukk. . (G-MOA), (202) 267-0684 or your local 

Coast Guard Dr g and Alcohol Program 
if1nsoector. 1̂ 



International Marine Signal Flags 
(Continued from inside front cover) 

Q - my vessel is 
healthy and I 
request free 
practique 

T - do not pass 
aheadofme 

- 
0 - man overboard 

R - the way is off my 
ship. You may feel 
your wav vast me 

v -  you are 
rtanding 
into danger 

W-xrequire x - stop ceffryiltg 
medical assistonee out your intentions mails 

and watch for my 
Ggoals 

P - the Blue Peter - all 
aboard, vessel is about 
to proceed sea. (At sea) 
your fights are out or 
burning badly 

S - my engines are 
going full speed 
astern 

V -1 require 
assistance 
(not distress) 

r 2- tobewedto  
address or call 
shore statbns 




