


























nautical quertes

IMPORTANT! OIL POLLUTION QUESTIONS

The following questions reflect

an increasing emphasis in Coast Guard merchant

marine examinations concerning water pollution and its prevention. Personnel in the
shipping and oil industries should carefully study anti-water-pollution laws and regula-

tions. These questions and answers are based on: (1)
407; (2) the Oil Pollution Act, 1961, as amended, 3

Quality Improvement Act of 1970, Public Law 91-224;

ions. 33 CFR 151; and (3)

C'G-174, A Manual for th

The Refuse Act of 1899, 33 USC.
3 USC 1001-1015; (3) the Water
(4) the Oil Pollution Regula-
e Safe Handling of Inflammable

and Combustible Liquids. References (1) and (2) arc found in Title 33 of the United
States Code, available in public libraries. References (3) and (4) may be purchased

from the Superintendent of Documents,
20:02; Public Law 01-294 is 20 cents and Title 33 G

Government Printing Office, Washington, n.C.
FR 1-199 is $2.50. Refcrence (5)

< available at U.S. Coast Guard Marine Inspection Offices without cost.

Q. The Oil Pollution Act of
1661 prohibits the discharge of oil
and oily mixtures in certain zones of
the world’s seas. These prohibited
Jones cxtend offshore for various dis-
tances up to several hundred miles.
What is the minimum distance from
the nearest land to which any of thesc
-oncs extend? Where are the bormd-
arics of the prohibited zones pub-
lished by the U.5. Government?

A. The minimum distance from
the nearest land to which any of thesc
sonus extend is 50 miles. The bound-
aries of the prohibited zones are pub-
lished by the US. Government in
Title 33 of the Code of Federal Reg-
ulations, Part 151, as amended by
the Federal Register. They were also
published by the “Pracecdings of the
Merchant Marine Council” in April,
1970.

(Editor's note: “Charts of Pro-
hibited Zones” is published by the
Inter-Governmental Maritime Gon-
sultative Organization, 22, Berners
Street, London, W.T, England.)
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Q. Under the laws and regula-
tions of the United States, responsible
vessel or shore facility personnel can
be held lizble for permitting or caus-
ing pollution of the vceans, seas, and
17.S. navigable waters. Briefly de-
scribe the types of penalties for vio-
lating Federal anti-water-pollution
Jaws and regnlations.

A. The penalties against per-
sons responsible for permitting or
causing water pollution include mon-
etary fines and imprisonment. Addi-
tionally, mariner licenscs and docu-
ments are suhject to revocation of
suspension. If a person fails to com-
ply with the requirements for report-
ing pollution, and [or the mainte-
nance and delivery of the (il Record
Bouk, he is liable to finc and impris-
onment. Furthermore, violators are
liahlc for cleanup costs incurred by
the U.S. Government.

Q. List some of the precautions
taken when topping off tanksin order
to avoid an overllow.

A. 1. Adequate number of qual-

ifird personnel should be on duty.

2. A reliable means of com-
munication 1must bave been estab-
hlished Letween the vessel and the
terminal.

3. The dock or terminal man
should be given a standby order from
5 to 10 minutes belore a change in
the loading ratc is desired.

4, The dock or terminal man
should notify the senior deck officer
of any appreciable changes in the
loading rate.

5. The man in charge of top-
ping ofl tanks must give the opera-
tion his undivided attention which
precludes his carrying out ather dutics
simultaneously, such as reading ves-
sel’s draft.

6. During topping off, the
loading rate should be reduced so
that the {low can be carefully regu-
lated in sccuring one tank at a time.

7. One tank should be lelt
partially empty as a safety precaution.

(Continued on page 176)
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