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A vessel more familiar to Hawaii, our 50th State, the SS Lurline is shown 
in an unfamiliar locale. This picture by Mr. William Harrison was t.aken 
from Kowloon, Hong Kong. Victoria, the capital of the British Crown Col
ony, is shown in the background. 
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DANISH GOVERNMENT HONORS CGC CAMPBELL 

DENMARK'S gratitude for the reseue assi stance rendered by the U.S. Coast Guard 
Cutter Campbell in the search for the MS Hans Hedtofl off southern Greenland last 
January was expressed in the presentation of a silver plaquette to the Campbell in 
ceremonies held aboard the vessel a l St. George Coast Guard Base, Staten Island, N.Y. 

Captain Frederick J . Scheiber, USCG, Commanding Officer is shown receiving the 
award from the Danish Ambassador. Count Kield Gustav Knuth-Winterfeldt. 

The plaquette bears the Inscription in Danish: 

" U. S. C. G. C. Campbell" 
for meritorious participation 

in the search for the MS Hans Hedtoft 
which was lost on January 30, 1959 

south of Greenland 

November 1959 



n 

;9 November 1959 

EXAMINATIONS FOR THE COAST GUARD ACADEMY 

SAILS FURLE D, the 2 95-foot, three-masted training bark Eagle of the Coast Guard Academy 
Cadet Pra<t:ce Squadron is moored a l the Coast Guard Base in San J uan, P.R. 

ANNUAL examinations for appoint
ment to cadetship in the U.S. Coast 
Guard will be conducted on February 
23 and 24, 1960, in 118 cities in the 
United States and abroad. success
ful applicants will report to the Acad
emy at New London, Conn., in July 
1960. 

Entrance to the Coast Guard Acad
emy is achieved as a result of 
nationwide competitive examinations. 
There are no congressional appoint
ments as at the other Academies, nor 
are there any geographic quotas. 

An applicant must be a high school 
senior or high school graduate, and 
must have reached his 17th but not 
his 22d birthday on July 1, 1960. An 
applicant still in high school must 
graduate and earn 15 units by June 
30, 1960. These units must include 
three in English, two in Algebra, one 
in Plane Geometry, and seven addi
tional units in Mathematics, English, 
Science, Social Studies, or foreign 
language. An applicant must be in 
excellent physical condition, between 
64 and 78 inches in height, with pro
portionate weight, have 20/ 30 vision 
in each eye, corrected to 20/ 20, and 
normal color perception. 

The Academy curriculum includes 
military training and a well-rounded 

course of study in engineering, the 
humanities, and subjects related to 
the professional duties of a Coast 
Guard officer. Extracw-rlcular activ
ities include a variety of clubs and 
athletics. Coast Guard teams com
pete with many colleges in a dozen 
varsity sports. Coast Guard cadets 
spend a portion of each summer at 
sea, training aboard the bark Eagle 
and major cutters. Cruises are made 
each summer, calling at numerous 
foreign ports. 

Upon completion of training at the 
Coast Guard Academy, a cadet is 
commissioned as Ensign in the Coast 
Guard and awarded a bachelor of sci
ence degree. After graduation, offi
cers may apply for flight training 
qualifying them for service as aviators 
in the Coast Guard. Postgraduate 
training is also available in many 
fields related to Coast Guard duties. 
Postgraduate courses are conducted 
at the advanced military schools and 
leading universities and colleges 
throughout the country. 

A booklet and application forms 
may be obtained by writing to the 
Commandant <PTP- 2), U.S. Coast 
Guard, Washington 25, D.C. The 
completed application forms must be 
returned prior to January 10, 1960. 
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U.S. PROPOSALS FOR THE 1960 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
ON SAFETY OF LIFE AT SEA 

IN JANUARY 1958 the Commandant 
of the Coast Guard received a dele
gation of authority from the Secretary 
of State to assume overall responsi
bility for initiating and coordinating 
the preparation of proposals for the 
revision of the 1948 Safety of Life at 
Sea Convention to be considered at a 
conference in London in 1960. 

Delegates and advisers from more 
than SO notions will assemble in Lon
don on May 17, 1960, to revise the 
1948 lntematlonal Convention on 
Safety of Life ot Sea. An Interna
tional load line Conference, initially 
scheduled for 1960, has been post
poned until 1961. The conferences 
will be held under the auspices of the 
Intergovernmental Maritime Consulta
tive Organirallon (IMCOI of the United 
Nations. 

Enforceable rules and minimal 
standards for VMsels engaged in Inter
national trade have been established 
by international conventions. Signa
tory nations to such agreements en
force these standards and rules upon 
their own vessels and upon foreign 
ships within thei r jurisdiction. 

Vice Adm. A. C. Richmond, Com
mandant, U.S. Coad Guard, summar
ized the achievements of previous 
in ternational conferences in a paper 
entitled " The International Marine 
Safety Picture," which appeared in the 
Proceedings of December 1958. 

Capt. Donald T. Adams, USCG, Ex
ecutive Secretarv. of the General Com
mittee for the O~velopment of the U.S. 
Proposals for the 1960 Conference, 
outlined the nature of our more im
portant proposals, how they devel
oped, and the manner in which 
tho proposals of the signatory nations 
will be handled al the forthcoming 
convention in a panel discussion at the 
annual meeting of the Marine Section, 
National Safety Council, at Chicago in 
October 1959.-Ecl. 

The United Kingdom, which had 
the Bureau Power for the Convention, 
found, after consultation with other 
signatory nations, that there was 
agreement on the need to call. and 
issued the necessary notices to bring 
about a conference to revise the 1948 
SOLAS Convention. In July 1959 the 
Intergovernmental Maritime Consul
tative Organization of the United Na
tions took ove1· as Bureau Power for 
the Convention pursuant to its char
ter. 

212 

By Capt. Donald T. Adams, USCG 

THE NUCLEAR POWER COMMITTEE will recommend changes in Chapter I of the convention de

signed to recogn i1e the existence of nuclear-powered ships such a s the Savannah above. 

U.S. ORGANIZATION 

The Committee for the Develop
ment of the U.S. Proposals for the 
1960 Conference was established by 
the Commandant of the Coast Guard 
in keeping with the Department of 
State directive. The organization ls 
composed of all the U.S. Government 
agencies which have an interest In 
the matters under consideration. rep
resentatives of shipping and allied In
dustries, and representatives of prin
cipal labor unions. The organization 
is supervised by the General Co1nmtt
tee which is the control committee 
to review the proposals of the ftve 
working committees discussed below 
prior to submission of the proposals 
to the Department of State. The 
General Committee is composed of the 
Commandant of the Coast Guard 
<Committee Chairman>, the Chief of 
the Shipping Division of the Depart
ment of State (Vice Chairman>. the 
Legal Adviser of the Department of 
state, the Maritime Administrator, 
the President of the American Bureau 
of Shipping, and the chairman of the 
five working committees which are as 
follows: 

(a) Construction Committee: This 
committee is under the chairmanship 
of Vice Adm. E. L. Cochrane, USN 
<Ret.). The principal task of the 
committee is the development of pro-

posals to revise the regulations con
cerning construction contained in 
chapter II of the appendix to the 1948 
Convention. It is Interesting to note 
that this Construction Committee had 
as Its nucleus a group of experts com
posing a committee <also under the 
chairmanship of Vice Adm. Cochrane> 
which had for 2 years been working 
on the problem of reevaluation of 
construction standards for passenger 
ships. This forerunner committee 
had been formed to meet the need for 
such an evaluation pointed up by the 
Andrea Doria-Stock1wlm disaster and 
subsequent action by a congressional 
committee. It was only necessary to 
expand the original membership and 
give the committee new terms of ref
erence. 

lbl Lifesaving Appliance Committee: 
This committee is under the chair
manship of Rear Adm. H. T. Jewell, 
USCG, Chief of the o mce of Merchant 
Marine Safety. It has the respon
sibility !or reviewing and developing 
proposals to revise the regulations in 
chapter III of the convention. 

(cl Radio Committu: Under the 
chairmanship of the Honorable R. T. 
Bartley, Commissioner of the Federal 
Communications Commission, this 
committee has the task of proposing 
changes to the regulations contained 
in chapter IV of the convention. 

N ovember 1959 



(d } Safety of Navigation Committee: 
The work of this commiLtee, under 
the chairmanship of Rear Adm. I . T . 
Duke, USN <ReU , has been divided 
among three subcommittees: 

Subcommittee A-to deal with 
proposals to revise the Regula
tions for the Prevention of Col
lisions at Sea; 
Subcommittee B-to review the 
regulations contained in chap
ter V and submit proposals for 
changes which relate Lo many 
aspects of safety of navigation; 
Subc01nmittee C-to review 
chapter VI and prepare pro
posals for changes relative to 
the loading of bulk cargoes and 
the handling of dangerous 
goods. 

(e} Nuclear Power Commit tee: Mr. 
Arthur Gatewood. vice president of 
the American Bureau of Shipping, is 
the chairman of this committee. 
There are, of course, no provisions in 
the 1948 convention relating the 
nuclear-powered ships. As early as 
1955 the Commandant of the Coast 
Guard had asked the Society of Naval 
Architects & Marine Engineers to 
investigate the problem of the estab
lishment of safety requirements ai. 
regards nuclear propulsion. The so
ciety had responded by the establish
ment of a panel to carry out the 
investigation. It was only necessary 
to reconstitute and enlarge the mem
bership of this panel to form the 
Nuclear Power Committee which is 
charged with bringing forward pro
posals to give recognition to the 
existence of nuclear-powered ships in 
the revised 1948 convention and estab
lish some basic regulations concerning 
the acceptance of such vessels in the 
ports of the world. 
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THE NATURE OF OUR MORE IMPORTANT 
PROPOSALS 

At the time of preparation of this 
paper, the General Committee had 
not acted on all proposals to change 
the regulations In chapter I of the 
convention <the control chapter>, nor 
had it given final approval to the rec
ommendations to be put forward by 
the Construction Committee. The 
General Committee, however, had ap
proved the proposals of the Nuclear 
Power. Lifesaving Appliance, Radio 
and Safety of Navigation Committees. 

The proposals put forward by the 
Nuclear Power Committee relate to 
changes in chapters I and II of the 
convention. The Committee's report 
is divided into three parts. 

The first part contains a discussion 
of the philosophy of the United States 
in meeting the problems arising out 
of the operation of nuclear-powered 
ships. Briefly, this is the establish
ment of a means to treat nuclear
powered sh ips like other vessels of 
their class with additional require
ments being established to meet the 
hazards incident to the operation of a 
nuclear reactor afloat. 

The second portion of the Commit 
tee's report puts forward recommen
dations for changes in chapters I and 
II of the convention in support of the 
basic philosophy. The changes rec
ommended in chapter I are designed 
to recognize the existence of nuclear
powered ships in the convention. The 
changes in chapter II involve the 
establishment of a new section deal
ing with sw-vey requirements, con
struction, etc., as applied to nuclear 
ships. The guiding principle is that 
a nuclear-powered ship must meet the 
highest safety requirements for aves
sel of her class and thereafter must 
meet the special requirements arising 
out of her particular type of power
plant. 

The third part of the Committee's 
report is the Technical and Research 
Bulletin No. 3- 6 prepared by the So
ciety of Naval Architects & Ma.rine 
Engineers. The t itle is "Safety Con
siderations Affecting the Design and 
Installation of Water-Cooled and 
Water-Moderated Reactors in Mer
chant Ships." This paper wlll be sent 
to all signatory nations as background 
information together with our pro
posals. 

The changes to chapter III of t.he 
1948 convention developed by the 
Lifesaving Appliance Committee 
would accomplish the following: 

1. Permit the use of Inflatable 
llferafts aboard passenger 
and cargo ships. 

2. Prohibit the nesting of life
boats. 

3. Require that life preservers 
and life buoys not be ad
versely affected by oil and 
oil products. 

4. Require that certain life 
buoys and life preservers be 
of a high-visibility color. 

5. Permit the use of materials 
other than wood or metal in 
the construction of life
boats. 

6. Insure that persons em
barked in a lifeboat do not 
interfere with its operation. 

7. Require a motor lifeboat 
aboard passenger and cargo 
vessels. 

s. Provide a minimum amount 
of fuel for a class B motor 
lifeboat. 

9. Permit the portable radio
telegraph to be dispensed 
with where two class A mo
tor lifeboats are carried. 

1 o. Specify a definite time for 
fire and boat drills. 

1 1 . Require lifeboats to be 
launched within 30 min
utes. 

12. Permit the use of launching 
apparatus o t h e r than 
davits. 

13. Require that the type of 
davit be dependent uPon 
the capacity of the boat in
stead of the weight. 

14. Requil'e electric lighting for 
decks and lifeboats. 

15. Perroit small passenger ves
sels to carry a reduced 
number of lifebuoys. 

16. Provide special considera
tion for lifecraft on vessels 
where living and/ or work
ing spaces are widely sepa
rated. 

RADIO COMMlnEE PROPOSALS 

Some of the more important pro
posals of the Radio Committee de
signed to insure greater sa.fety of life 
at sea concern changes to Chapter 
IV, "Radiotelegraphy and Radio
telephony," are the following: (1) A 
proposal to extend the convention re
quirements to include ships which are 
on voyages "at sea" as well as on 
international voyages. This is a new 
approach, the application of which is 
limited to the regulations in chapter 
IV. The proposal is designed to in
crease materially the size of the mari
time communications network for use 
in the event of distress. "At sea" 
means while the ship is being navi
gated outside a harbor or port on 
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PROPOSED CHANGES to chapter Ill of tho 1948 convention would permit the use of inflatable liferafts aboard pa ssenger and ca rgo ships. 

either an international voyage or a 
voyage of which any part is outside 
inland or protected waters. (2) Reg
ulations concerning the use of a 
l'adiotelephone auto alarm. <3) 
Provisions for raising radio watch
standing requirements. <4> Provi
sions for raising materiel standards of 
radio and its ancillary equipment. on 
board ship and in lifeboats. 

RULES OF THE ROAD 

Important changes to the Interna
tional Rules of the Road, as developed 
by Subcommittee A of the Safety of 
Navigation Committee, include: (1) 
Regulations for Improvement of ships' 
navigational lights. (2) Regulations 
for the purpose of clarification of fog 
signals and for clearer determination 
of situations which exist when a fog 
signal is heard but the source Is not 
visible, when a vessel is "in sight," and 
when a radar target is apprehended 
in a position to create danger of colli-
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sion. <3> Recognit.ion of the fact that 
vessels engaged in minesweeplng, fuel
ing and replenishment at sea, etc., 
have restrictive maneuvering capabil
ities. (4) Modification of the "Steering 
and Sailing Rules" to require that the 
burdened vessel take "positive early 
action" to comply with her obligation, 
and that small vessels which can 
safely navigate outside of channels 
and fairways not obstruct the safe 
passage of deep-draft vessels. <5> 
Recognition of radar and imposing 
upon radar-equipped vessels the obli
gations which have already been im
posed on such vessels by court deci
sions in admiralty proceedings. (6) 
Recommendations for the considera
tion of a more scientific approach to 
determination of the visibility stand
ards for ships' navigation lights. 

SAFETY O F NAVIGATION 

Chapter V of t he Convention, 
"SaJety of Navigation," contains 
many provisions. Subcommittee B of 

the Safety of Navigation Committee 
developed many proposals for changes 
in this chapter, some of the more im
portant of which are the following: 
(1) A revision of the regulations re
lating to management and apportion
ment of costs of the Ice Patrol. <2> 
Regulations that newly licensed 
masters and deck officers must have 
certificates of competency as radar 
observers If serving on vessels of more 
than 300 gross tons which are radar 
equipped, and that all masters and 
deck watch officers undergo a course 
In radar training. (3) Regulations 
requiring that vessels of 500 gross tons 
and over be equipped with echo depth 
sounding apparatus. (4) A proposal 
designed to Increase the number of 
vessels which are requiI·ed to carry 
radio direction finders. 

In addition to the proposed changes 
or additions to chapter V, the Com
mittee made the following recom
mendations : (1) That governments 
encourage the insta llation of radar 
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reflectors on such vessels as may not 
be good radar refiective targets; (2) 
that IMCO and International Civil 
Aviation OrganiZation have mutual 
problems and positive steps should be 
taken to insure the largest possible 
measure of improvement in air-sea 
rescue procedures and utilization of 
existing facilities; (3) that bridge to 
bridge voice radiotelephony systems 
be installed; < 4> that radiotelephone 
in the 2-mcs. band for ship to air
craft communications be used; (5) 
that merchant ship reporting systems 
be established so that governments 
which have assumed the responsibility 
for search and rescue in a given sea 
area may have a means of knowing 
what ships in the area may be in a 
position to render assistance; and <6> 
that governments endeavor to provide 
their ships with fioatable position
indicator beacons which will operate 
in the VHF band. 

The proposals which were made to 
change the i·egulations in chapter VI 
of the convention, "Carriage of Grain, 
Ore and Ore Concentrates and Dan
gerous Goods," were more in the 
nature of new regulations. Since 
1948 there have been a number of 
cases where vessels have been in di1H
culty by virtue of carriage of bulk 
cargoes, grain and ore. The pro
posals which the United States has 
put forward are in the nature of regu
lations which a re the essence of our 
own code of good practice developed 
over a period of years and the experi
ence ar ising out of the loading of 
thousands of vessels. The new regu
lations are designed to produce more 
uniformity in the safe loading of bulk 
cargoes and to materially reduce the 
dangers due to cargo shifting. 

The proposals regarding the car
riage of dangerous goods are designed 
to improve the 1948 convention regu
lations in the following respects: 

1. To more accurately deflne 
the nature of dangerous 
goods in the light of experi
ence acquired since 1948; 

2. Defines more accuratelY 
packaging requirements; 

3. Provision for each contract
ing government to notify 
IMCO of the nature of the 
rules for the safe packaging 
and stowage of dangerous 
goods which the nation 
adopts; and 

4. Permits the use of a detailed 
stowage plan in lieu ot a 
special dangerous goods 
cargo manifest. 

The scope of the work of the Con
struction Committee for the past 2 
~ars on means of improving ship 
· ~rety standards is indicated by the 
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titles of its five subcommittees: Sub
division, Damage Stability, Ballasting, 
Fire Protection, and Machinery and 
Electrical. From the subcommittee 
reparts, it appears that the most 
significant changes which will be pro
posed by the Construction Committee 
as to passenger ships are these: (1) 
Consistent requirements for Damaged 
Stability a nd Subdivisions have been 
developed based on the concept that 
safety is related to the ab1lity to sur 
vive damage. This concept is trans
lated to require that an assumed ex
tent of damage occurring anywhere in 
the length of the ship be survived 
\vithout exceeding specified limits of 
heel, trim, sinkage, or stability. <2> 
With regard to the problems asso
ciated with the carriage of oily ballast, 
a recommendation that new ships be 
designed with sufficient inherent sta
bility to permit operation with a min
imum of oily ballast. (3) Recom
mendations as Lo the arrangement 
and distribution of such damage con
trol features as bilge pumps, fire 
pumps, and sources of power to 
improve their reliability in an emer
gency. (4) Recommendation for flre 
protection through reliance on fire
resistant construction. (5) Recom-

mendation for minimizing shell open
ings below the bulkhead deck. 

As to cargo ships, the following 
changes will be proposed: (1 ) A one
compartment standard of subdivision 
and stability in ships of 330 feet and 
upward. (2 > Electrical safety pre
cautions for passenger ships to be 
extended to cargo ships. C3> Elemen
tary fire protection through fire
resistant construction in way of the 
accommodation and control spaces. 

MANNER IN WHICH THE PROPOSALS OF 
SIGNATORY NATIONS WILL PROBABLY BE 
HANDLED BY IMCO 

The Secretariat of IMCO has re
quested signatory nations to supply 
IMCO with 100 copies of their propos
als. The proposals from each na
tion will then be djstributed to the 
other nations. The Secretariat wm 
combine all of the proposals in one 
volume. 

Through this exchange of initial 
proposals, each nation w!ll be able to 
instruct its own delegation on the pro
posals of the other signatory nations. 
Thus the U.S. delegation to the 1960 
conference will be prepared in advance 
to deal with the many issues involved 
in the revision of the 1948 Safety of 
Life at Sea Convention. 

u,..'r0tn now rm 1/Jr rn111pat1y w.mu no mar1111xc1utu. tl 1e lur .. :t! rat!arJ .Hnwr, r1uli fJ diref/ion finder, 
muopilM, gyr11Nm1pnJ.f rrproll'rJ, and, a.s nf uulay, an nld .fa/1 from (;!oucttster.n 

Drawing by Alan Dunn (cl 19 59 Tho New Yorker Ma gazine, Inc. 
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THE RULES OF THE ROAD 

THE DEVELOPMENT of sea law has 
followed the development of shipping. 
The first known compilation of sea 
laws, the Rhodlan Sea Law, is be
lieved to have been d1·afted in the 4th 
century B.C. As commerce moved 
westward, each port added local ordi
nances which were eventually com
piled into a code for the western Med
iterranean called the Consolato de! 
Mare. The Roll of Oleron and the 
Code of Visby were revisions of the sea 
law to accommodate shipping as it 
moved up the western coast of Ew·ope. 
These early sea laws did not govern 
the actual maneuvers of vessels to 
prevent collsions, but placed the blame 
if a collision occuned. The basic idea 
was to avoid collision by any maneu
ver necessary. 

When ships became more numerous 
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By Lt. Horry J. Hayes, USCG 

and increased in size and speed, how
ever, there arose a need !or specific 
rules to prevent collisions. A British 
naval order Issued in 1645 tried to 
solve the problem requiring that: "No 
captain shall take the wind of an ad
miral." The British soon realized 
that rank can only have certain privi
leges, and issued an amended order 
giving a vessel on a starboard tack the 
right-of-way over a vessel on the 
larboard tack. This procedure was 
generally adopted throughout the 
maritime world. About this time the 
procedure was adopted giving a close 
hauled vessel the right-of-way over a 
vessel running free. 

The first steamers were considered 
as sailing vessels running free. But as 
steamers became more numerous, this 
procedure was found wanting. What 

happened when two steamers met? 
Mariners even had trouble determin
ing if a vessel was sailing or steaming. 

Prior to 1840 the common law sail
ing rules had been established by cus
tom, with most countries following 
the example of the British. In that 
year Trinity House codified the rules 
and in 1846 they were enacted with 
statutory authority. 

With a statutory obligation to ma
neuver in a prescribed manner, it be
came Important to show where the 
vessel was going, and In 1818 the first 
high seas regulations for navigation 
lights were enacted. These laws re
mained virtually unchanged to the 
present time. 

The Trinity House Rules included 
the Port Helm Rule . . . "Each vessel 
shall put her helm to port, so as al-
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ways to pass on the port side of the 
other." With everyone porting the 
helm, in some cases this gave one ship 
a. better shot at the other instead of 
avoiding coll!sions. 

THE PRESENT RULES 

In 1863 the British, dissatisfied with 
the Port Helm Rule and others, re
vised the Trinity House Rules, and 
this country adopted the new compre
hensive set of rules in 1864. For the 
next 21 years U.S. vessels on all waters 
followed one set of 24 rules which pre
scribed lighLs to be carried by vessels, 
fog signals, steering and sailing rules, 
and provided departure from the 
rules in case of special circumstance. 

The expert,s weren't satisfied with 
this set of rules and set out to clarify 
certain feaLures, and the "Revised 
Regulations for Preventing Collisions 
at Sea" were adopted by this country 
and Great Britain. Unfortunately, 
when enacted, this new set of rules 
repealed all inconsistent laws except 
those governing the navigation of ves
sels within the harbors, lakes, and in
land waters of the United States. As 
a result the original InternaLional 
Rules < 1864) remained In effect on our 
inland waters and the revision gov
erned the high seas. 

The International Rules were re
vised at conferences in 1889 and 1948, 
and they will be a subject of the forth
coming Safety of Life at Sea Confer
ence of 1960. 

We stayed with the 1864 Rules on all 
our own waters and the International 
Rules on the high seas until 1895, 
when another set <the White Law> 
was enacted for the Great Lakes. Now 
we had three. The Inland Rules en
acted in 1897 made a fourth set. The 
original 1864 Rules remained in e1fect 
only on the western rivers and they 
were superseded in 1948 by the present 
Western Rivers Rules. 

Aside from the Inland, Western 
Rivers, and Great Lakes statutory 
rules, the Board of Supervising In
spectors had limited authority to pre-
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scribe supplementary regulations. 
When the Coast Guard Look over the 
functions of the Bureau of Marine 
Inspection in 1942, this authority 
passed to the Commandant . Three 
sets of regulations, sometimes known 
as Pilot Rules, have been promulgated 
as a result of that provision in the 
law. Thus a U.S. vessel may be gov
erned by four sets of statutory rules 
and three sets of regulations. 
Whether statute or regulation , they 
must all be obeyed. 

The U.S. Coast Guard is charged 
wilh responsibility for the administra
tion and enforcement of the " Ru les of 
the Road." Lt. Harry J. Hayes, Assi st
ant Executive Secretory, Merchant 
Marine Council, USCG, pointed out tho 
devious paths af development of lhe 
Ru les a nd the Coast Guard's general 
law enforcement procedures In their re
gard in a panel discussion at the an
nual meeting of the Mo ri ne Section, 
National Safety Council, at Chicago in 
October 1959. 

In his paper, Lt. Hayes reviewed 
some of the many questions that arise 
concerning the Rules, examined the 
p racticabili ty of the present Rules, and 
outlined procedures fo r effecting their 
chonges.-Ed. 

The International Rules apply on 
the high seas, the Great Lakes Rules 
on the Great Lakes and their connect
ing and tributary waters as far east as 
Montreal. The Western Rivers Rules 
once applied to all iivers flowing into 
the Gulf of Mexico. but now must be 
followed by vessels upon the waters 
of the Mississippi River between its 
source and the Huey P. Long Bridge 
and all of the tributaries emptying 

thereinto and their tributaries, and 
on that part of the Atchafalaya River 
above Its junction with the Plaque
mine-Morgan City alternate water
way, and upon the Red River of the 
North. The Inland Rules govern nav
igation on all waters of the United 
States which are not covered by the 
Western Rivers or Great Lakes. 
These rules apply to all vessels. Al
though the Rules arc not uniform, a 
seagoing vessel may navigate on the 
Western Rivers and on Inland waters 
carrying the navigation lights re
quired by the International Rules. If 
It goes on the Great Lakes, however, it 
must carry Lhe lights required by the 
Great Lakes Rules. MotorboaLs in 
general follow the Rules of the Road, 
but the requirements for navigation 
lights and certain other equipment are 
contained in the act of 25 April 1940. 
A motorboat may navigate on any U.S. 
waters without changing its lights, 
and if equipped with lights as re
quired by the International Rules, 
which it may do, it may go any place. 

Let's take a trip through these 
waters aboard a 200-foot sLeamer. 
Starting on the high seas in the Gulf 
or Mexico, our vessel is required to 
display, at night. red and green 10-
point sidelights on the port and star
board side, respectively, two 20-point 
white range lights, a nd a 12-point 
white stern light. Our whistle sig
nals indicate action. Entering inland 
waters bound toward New Orleans. 
our passing signals Indicate intent. 
But. as under International Rules, 
they may only be sounded In sight 
of the other vessel. Proceeding up 
the Mississippi, past the Huey P. Long 
Bridge, we are required to have an 
amber all-round light synchronized 
with the whistle. As the ascending 
vessel, we must initiate the signals in 
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a meeting situation. Passing signals 
still indicate intent. but may be 
sounded in all weather. Ente1ing the 
Great Lakes our range light must be 
an all-round light and the stem light 
is not carried. Whistle passing sig
nals indicate action and may be 
sounded in all weather, but the three
blast. signal is now a fog signal. If 
we anchor, two white all-round lights 
must be displayed forward and two 
more aft and lower and white lights 
at every hundred-foot interval. So 
we go down the St. Lawrence and re
turn to our original international 
lights when we pass Montreal. This 
is a very simple case. 

PENALTIES AND ENFORCEMENT 

Like any other code, the Rules of 
the Road would not be as effective in 
preventing collisions if there were not 
some means to enforce them. Every 
licensed or unlicensed pilot, engineer, 
mate, or master of any vessel who ne
glects or refuses to observe the Great 
Lakes Rules is liable to a penalty not 
exceeding $500 and, in addition, the 
vessel may be liable to a penalty of 
$500. The same penalties apply for 
the Inland and Western Rivers Rules, 
and, in addition, the pilot, engineer, 
mate, or master is liable for all dam
ages sustained by any passenger, in 
his person or baggage, as a result of 
such violation. There are no similar 
fines or penalties contained In the 
International Rules. 

This does not mean that the Inter
national Rules can be disregarded. 
Most mariners would follow the Rules 
as a matter of self-preservation, but 
occasionally someone goofs. However. 
it may happen, this ls usually called to 
everyone's attention by large head
lines proclaiming "SS Neversink and 
SS Strawbottorn collide." 

The Coast Guard ls empowered to 
investigate all casualties in ow· waters 
and all casualties involving vessels of 
the United States anywhere. If, as a 
result of this investigation, It appears 
that negligence, misconduct, or in
competence on the part of the master 
or crew contributed to the casualty, a 
hearing may be held before a civilian 
examiner. As a result of this hearing 
a mariner may have his Coast Guard
issued documents revoked, or sus
pended for a period of time. Without 
this document he cannot sail aboard 
a merchant vessel of the United 
States. 

Any person who operates any vessel 
In a reckless or negligent ·manuer so 
as to endanger the life, limb, or prop
erty of any person may be punished 
upon conviction by any court of com-

218 

petent jurisdiction by a fine not ex
ceeding $2,000 or by imprisonment not 
exceeding a year, or both. Reckless 
operation of any vessel may also be 
punished by a civil penalty of $100. 
This penalty may be levied by the 
Coast Guard. 

In many cases the vessel may be 
held liable for the collection of the 
penalty. 

Every captain, engineer, pilot, or 
other person employed on any steam
boat or vessel, by whose misconduct, 
negligence, or inattention to his duties 
on such vessel the life of a person is 
destroyed mn,y be fined not more than 
$10,000 or Imprisoned not more than 
10 years, or both. 

The Coast Guard is responsible for 
enforcing the Rules of the Road. 
Like a police patrol car, our cutters 
enforce many laws. If n, violation of 
the Rules of the Road is observed, a 
report is sent to the District Com-

mander. Violations may be reported 
to the District Commander from other 
sources. After they are investigated, 
he ls then responsible for dismissing 
the charge or levying a civil penalty 
or initiating criminal or admlnistra
ti ve action against a mariner. Of 
course, the responsibility for proceed
ing under the criminal statutes is 
vested in the Department of Justice. 

CURRENT DEVELOPMENT OF TH E RULES 

Inasmuch as most laws are subject 
to interpretation and because the 
Coast Guard is responsible for admin
istering and enforcing the Rules of 
the Road, we receive inquiries con
cerning the provisions of the Rules. 
In order to properly answer these in
quiries, a Rules of Lhe Road Subcom
mittee of the Coast Guard's Merchant 
Marine Council has been set up. 
This subcommittee is made up of rep
resentatives of the Coast Guard's 
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omce of Operations. Office of Mer
chant Marine Safety, Chief Counsel's 
office, and the Merchant Marine 
Council staff. 

The functions of this subcommittee 
are twofold: first, consider all pro
posals to amend or interpret the Rules 
of the Road. Second, submit recom
mendations thereon to the Merchant 
Marine Council, with specific refer
ence as to publication in the Federal 
Register, referral to public hearing, 
or necessary legislation. The Council 
is a deliberate body established to ad
vise the Commandant of the Coast 
Guard as to policy in connection with 
and affecting maritime safety. The 
Council consists of the Commandant 
and chiefs of various Headquarters 
offices and divisions and selected Dis
trict Commanders and Marine In
spection omcer. 

After study of the law itself, back
ground, applicable court rulings, if 
any, and considering practical experi
ence, the Coast Guard answers the 
inquiries or renders an interpretaUon. 
Therefore, in order to fully inform the 
public of these Interpretations, the 
Coast Guard now publishes them in 
the Federal Register and they have 
been added to our latest edition of the 
various Rules of the Road pamphlets. 

The Coast Guard also receives re
quests for specific changes in the 
Rules. As previously stated, we havt: 
three different types of Rules: inter
national convention, and domestic 
statutes and regulations. The Coast 
Guard has been responsible for co
ordinating the U.S. position for the 
forthcoming international conference. 

Requests for changes in our domes
tic Rules are generally referred to the 
Rules of the Road Subcommittee. 
The subcommittee's recommendation 
together with any suggested revision 
of the Rules are forwarded to the Mer
chant Marine Council. Aside from 
the statutory rules, the Commandant 
has limited power to prescribe sup
plementary regulations. Therefore if 
the suggested revision involves a regu
lation, it is placed on the agenda for 
a public hearing. After considering 
the comments made at the public 
hearing, the Council makes its recom
mendations to t he Commandant, and 
if he approves, the revised regulation 
is published in the Federal Register. 
The same procedure is followed for 
new regulations or cancellations. Of 
course, sometimes the suggestions are 
found to have little merit and no ac
tion is taken. 

If a. change in statutory la.w Is in
volved, the Council makes its recom
mendations to the Commandant, and 
if he approves, the change Is referred 
to our legislative section for drafting 
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in bill form. The bill eventually is in
troduced in Congress. Depending on 
the support or opposition, the bill may 
or may not be passed. If passed, it 
becomes a part of our statutory law. 
Last year, for example, the Coast 
Guard sought authority to prescribe 
day signals for certain vessels and to 
permit vessels to carry the Rules of 
the Road pamphlet in lieu of the large 
placard which contained parts of the 
Pilot Rules. This was granted for the 
Inland and Western Rivers Rules but, 
due to opposition, it was not granted 
for the Great Lakes. As a result, day 
signals on the lakes still a,re prescribed 
by the Corps of Engineers and the 
ships there still carry the placard. 

LOOKING AHEA D 

The law of the sea has been very 
slow to change. "The great. objection 
to any change from the existing prac
tice which has become so well known 
and understood by seamen of all na
tions, seems to be that more or less 
confusion might arise while the 
change is being effected, and collisions 
result from this reason before the sys
tem becomes famillar to the practical 
seamen." The foregoing statement 
made by the Commissioner of Naviga
tion in 1884 Is just as applicable today. 

Is there need for a change today? 
In general, today's rules are the same 
ones enacted In the 19th century. In 
support of the present Rules, I think 
they have proved to be effective be
cause the vast majority of collisions 
today are the result of personal fault 
or error. Weather and sea conditions 
t1,nd material failure are responsible 
for a few, and every so often some
one's calculated risk wasn't calculated 
carefully enough. Our casualty rec
ords show that adherence to I.he Rules 
has not been a contributing factor in 
collisions. Ignorance of the Rules or 
failure to comply with the Rules have 
contributed to collisions. However, 
this Safety Congress with the num
bers of people attending it trying to 
improve their methods of teaching 
safety is evidence of the alternate to 
trying to legislate commonsense. As 
in many of our other problems. we 
agi·ee that education will solve part of 
the problem. 

You all know about sea lawyers, but 
there are many able, conscientious, 
pract.ical seamen who have carefully 
studied the Rules. They bring their 
problems to the Coa~t Guard. I've 
already outlined the procedure the 
Coast Guard has set up to study and 
answer these inquiries. Sometimes 
the answer Is easy. But the Coast 
Guard has many problems which re
quire careful study to determine if 
they affect only one person or a large 

part of the maritime industry. Ob
viously the Coast Guard can't seek to 
change the law every time a problem 
arises. The Coast Guard policy has 
been to examine the problem, deter
mine the need for any change and the 
effect of any change upon the Rules. 
In any case. such changes are sought 
in cooperation with those mainly 
atfected. 

The Coast Guard has received pro
posals to Indicate course changes by 
the use of large arrows mounted on a 
vessel, the use of blinking lights, as on 
cars, by the use of colored search
lights in lieu of whiSile signals. Our 
questionnaire in 1945 showed that 
mariners were about equally divided 
on the merits of a light synchronized 
with the whistle. This proposal Is 
again being put forth for · the 1960 
Safety of Life at Sea Conference. 
Other proµosals are more complex; 
use revolving high-intensity lights, 
examine the present systems of lights 
to determine if they are su.tlicient for 
the intended purpose. unify the Rules, 
clarify the Rules, revise the Rules. 
These are only a few. Each of these 
proposals receives careful study by the 
Coast Guard. Some, like the notori
ous Port Helm Rule, look promising 
but only cause more problems. Some 
are discarded. some are still under 
discussion. and others, such as the use 
of amber lights for towboats pushing, 
have been enacted into law. 

The Coast Guard also has problems 
with the Rules. Because we have 
several sets of Rules, lines of demar
cation must be drawn. The first lines 
were drawn in 1895 dividing the high 
seas from inland waLers. The Coast 
Guard has received requests to draw 
other lines of demarcation in areas 
from Alaska. to the Virgin Islands. 
We've had a similar situation in the 
Chicago area with western Rivers 
Rules vs. Great Lakes Rules. AnoLher 
problem currently under discussion is 
whether or not tugboats and towboats 
are required to display range lights. 
The rapid growth of recreational 
boating is one of our biggest problems 
emphasizing the need for education 
in the Rules. 

The Rules of the Road are not 
static. The Coast Guard recognizes 
that there are problems and that 
changes may be necessary. However, 
the Coast Guard's policy has been to 
avoid change for the sake of change. 
The statutory and the regulatory 
Rules can be changed, and they have 
been changed over the years to fit new 
conditions. Because Rules of the 
Road a1-e safety laws governing mar
iners, we feel that any change, 
whether large or small, should only be 
made after careful study and discus
sion with those affected. 
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SILICONE MATERIALS SHOULD NOT BE USED IN ENCLOSED D.C. MOTORS AND 
GENERATORS 

THE USE of silicone insulating ma
terials in enclosed direct-current 
motors and generators will produce 
abnorma l brush wear. This fact has 
been known for a number of years. 
However, a number of recent events 
Indicate that all activities are not fully 
aware of the adverse effect of very 
small amounts of silicone In enclosed 
d.c. machines. 

Recently, several naval vessels had 
very rapid brush wear in the propul
sion generators Immediately after 
being overhauled. In one instance, 
newly instaUed brushes wore down to 
the rivets in approximately 3 weeks of 
operation. The carbon dust result
ing from the rapid brush wear caused 
such rapid deterioration of insulation 
to ground resistance that deployment 
of the ships was in jeopardy. 

Extensive tests and investigations 
showed that the rapid brush wear was 
caused by the use of silicone rubber 
hookup wire for connecting the shunt 
fields. and silicone-impregnated glass
mica-glass tape applied to some of the 
interior buswork. Also, on some of 
the generator armatures the silicone 
tape had been used to isolate groups 
of strands of banding wire. 

The silicone hookup wire and the 
silicone tape on the buswork were re
placed by nonsilicone materials, and 
the generators were cleaned in place 
to remove the carbon dust deposiLs. 
When the generators were returned Lo 
service, the brushes resumed their 
original very light wear rate. 

The several generator armatures 
that had silicone tape between and 
under the banding wire could not 
have this material removed unless the 
generators were removed from the 
ship. These generators were fitted 
with special silicone-resistant brushes 
that should keep the brush wear rate 
within tolerable limits until the gen
erators can be removed for modifica
tion at the next scheduled overhaul of 
the ship. The special brushes a re not 
a. complete answer to the silicone 
problem because they will probably 
have a higher wear rate than regular 
brushes in silicone-free generators; 
they are only a temparary expedient. 

The mechanics of silicone effect on 
brush wear are not completely under
stood. However, it appears that when 
even minute amounts of silicone 
vapor are absorbed in the carbon 
brushes, the silicone is converted by 
t he arcing under the brush face to a 
sandlike, abra:;ive material. Another 
theory is that the water-resistant 
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By W. H. Fifer, Electrical Branch, Bureau of Ships 

"Silicone mate rials, properly ap
plied, arc of great volue in many no
vol applications , but they are 'poison' 
in enclosed machines with commuta
tors or sliprings within the enclosure" 
is the conclusion reached by Mr. W. H. 
Fifer of the Electrical Branch, Bureau 
of Ships, U.S. Navy, after extensive 
tests and investigations into the use 
of silicone insulating materials. 

U.S. Coast Guard El ectri cal Engineer
ing Regulations 146 CFR 110.10-30 
la 111 specify the limits of tempera
ture rises for direct current generators 
based on 50 ° C. ambient temperature 
and caution that specia l consideration 
should be given to other ports of the 
machine such as bearings and the like. 

This article Is reprinted from the 
Bureau of Ships Journot, U.S. Navy. 

properties of silicone prevent the 
water vapor in the air from reaching 
the brush contact surface, which is 
necessary for forming the proper 
commutator film. 

Whatever the reason, it is known 
that any arnount of any type of sili
cone varnish, compaund, rubber, 
grease, laminate, or binder will cause 
abnormal brush wear, and must be 
avoided in enclosed d.c. machines or 
enclosed a.c. machines having col
lector rings within the machine en
closure. 

The Bureau of Ships, silicone ma
terials suppliers, motor and generator 
manufacturers, and brush manufac
turers have been trying to solve the 
silicone brush wear problem for many 
years. The only success to date has 
been the development of brushes that 
have a greatly reduced wear rate in 
silicone vapor, but t hat still have a 
higher wear rate than normal brushes 
in nonslltcone atmosphere. 

To illustrate further the serious 
effect of silicone on brush wear, a 
manufacturer of small enclosed d .c. 
motors <one twenty-fifth horsepower> 
recen tly discovered a case of rapid 
brush wear. An investigation showed 
that the trouble was caused by a very 
small silicone rubber grommet in the 
side of the motor for protecting the 
motor leads from the casing metal. 

. Another manufacLurer recently had 
similar Lrouble in a 15-horsepower 
motor because of silicone rubber 
hookup wire. 

These examples show that the use 
of any amount of silicone materials 

in enclosed d .c. machinery or a.c. 
machinery with sliprings in the en
closui·e must be strictly avoided. Any 
ship or activity that has enclosed d.c. 
rotating equipment that is showing 
abnormal brush wear or unsatisfac
tory commutation should critically 
examine the machine for possible 
sources of silicone. 

Hookup wire is particularly suspect 
because type FF silicone rubber wire 
has been in general use for several 
years. Silicone materials adjacent to 
open d.c. machines in areas of re
stricted ventilation may also cause 
abnormal brush wear. 

This article should not be construed 
to mean that silicone materials are 
not to be used on a.c. motors and 
generators, transformers. or other 
types of equipment that do not have 
commutators or sliprings within the 
enclosure. Also, silicone materials 
may be successfully used In parts of 
well-ventilated open d.c. motors and 
generators in which the Incoming air 
passes over the commutator before 
entering the windings. 

Silicone materials, properly ap
plied, are of great value in many 
naval applications, but they a re 
"poison" in enclosed machines with 
commutators or sliprings within the 
enclosure. 
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Rules of the Road, failure to comply 
with. Dill v. Plaquemine Towing Cor
poratton, 167 F. Supp. 866 (1958) was 
an action brought by the owners of a 
crew boat which was damaged when 
It passed between a tug and its tow. 
During the night In question, tug A, 
proceeding north, was pushing loaded 
tank barges. In order to assist the 
barges through a bend In the river, 
barge B placed a hauser from his stern 
to the bow of the lead barge. The 
crew boat, also proceeding north and 
starboard of tug A, decided to speed 
up, cross in front of the barge, and 
pass tug B on the port side. The crew 
boat failed to notice the hauser con
necting the lead barge with tug B. 
The tug's wave wash caused the crew 
boat to collide with the lead barge. In 
addition, her deck-house was sheered 
by the 5-inch hauser prior to bounc
ing into the stern of tug B. The court 
held that the crew boat was at fault 
for failing to comply with the rules 
requiring overtaking vessels to sound 
signals and hold back unUI the signal 
assenting Lo the passage was received. 
Held also, I.hat the failure to post 
lookouts or to sound the danger signal 
by the Lug or tow did not contribute 
to the collision. "Although the man
ner in which vessels concerned with 
offshore oil operations navigate would 
indicate otherwise, the fact remains 
that the Rules of the Road apply to 
such vessels as well as any other ves
sel • • • His I the crew boat's master I 
testimony shows that while he had 
heard of the Rules of the Road, he 
was not certain what they were • • •, 
he did not know that in the situation 
in suit the rcrew boat] was an over
taking vessel. Consequently, he 
sounded no signals and attempted to 
pass without permission • • • De
cree for respondents In all respects." 

* * * Collision, Great Lakes Rules, appor
tionment of damage. Pioneer-Wall
schit!, 164 F. Supp. 421, 1958 A.M.C. 
2511. The American vessel, Pioneer, 
collided with the German vessel, Wall
schiff, in Canadian waters on the St. 
Clair River. The U.S. District Court 
determined that Lhe Canadian Law 
and the 1910 Brussels Convention 
were applicable and found the Ger
man vessel 95 percent at fault and the 
American vessel 5 percent at fault. 
As the vessels approached one an
other, the American downbound ves
sel sounded two blasts indicating a 
starboard-to-starboard passing. The 
German vessel did not reply and the 
danger signal was sounded thirty sec-
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onds later by the Pioneer. There was 
considerable evidence of confusion on 
board the German vessel. The court. 
found that the primary fault was that 
of the upbound German vessel in 
'·sheering" across the bow of the 
downbound vessel. As to the degree 
of fault of the Pioneer , the court held 
that a delay of thirty seconds prior 
to sounding the danger signal was too 
long a delay and that her mast.er, 
being in doubt as to the Intended ac
tion of the Wallschiff. should have 
complied with the appropriate Cana
dian Great Lakes Rule, which is the 
same as Rule 26 <33 U.S.C. 291) by re
ducing his speed t;.o bare sLeerageway. 
However, the court found solace In the 
fact that the collision was in Cana
dian waters, allowing him to apply 
the compai·ative neglig-ence doctrine. 
Since the improper navigation of the 
German vessel was the major cause 
of the collision, she had to pay the 
major portion of the damages. 

* * * 
Grounding, crowding, vessels at 

fault for causing; Limitation of lia
bility towage. In Deep Sea Tankers, 
Ltd. et al. v. The Steamtug Long 
Branch et al., 1959 A.M.C. 28, a. T-2 
tanker grounded on Diamond Reef in 
New York Harbor after being crowded 
to her own starboard side of the deep 

draft channel by two large tows. Both 
tug captains were bound west from 
the mouth of the East River, and 
their flotillas were swept to the south 
when neither took into account the 
1 Y2 knot current that was flowing at 
mean low water. As the current swept 
their tows south into the path of the 
incoming tanker in the deep draft 
channel, the tanker blew one blast for 
a port to port passing, then blew the 
danger signal after the original 
whistle went unanswered. She then 
stopped her engines and began ma
neuvering, but soon thereafter she 
grounded. In reversing the District 
Court, the Circuit Cc:rurt of Appeals 
held that the tanker was without 
blame; the tugs were held at fault 
because of a negligent disregard of 
the current in: permitting it to move 
their tows into the wrong side of the 
deep draft channel, obstructing the 
navigation of a large vessel. They 
were also held wrong in failing to re
spond to signals. 

Where each tug-scow ftotilla was 
property of a single owner and a 
proper petition was made for limita
tion of liability, the court held that 
only the value of the tugs must be 
surrendered Into the limitation fund. 
For purpose of liability for marine 
tort, the active wrongful vessel does 
not. become one with those passive 
vessels attached to it. 

* * * 
U.S.-FLAG PASSENGER SHIPS 

Following is a list of U.S.-flag passenger ships over 1,000 gross tons, exclusive 
of those operated on the Great Lakes or by the Military Sea Transportation 
Service, including date of build and passenger capacity. 

Your o( NamooCVcssol l'>•""O"l:Or Yooror Name of Vessel Pa:!!enJ!:er 
Uuild Capacity Tiulld Capacity 

193'2 Lurllne ..••.•..•.. 7Ql JOH Del Sud .•••.....••• l!O 
11132 :'.1atsonln (x-~ontercy). &10 1Y.J7 Del Mar .•.•.••• ,. .••.. :: .. ::. 119 
rnao A.noon ••••••••••••.•••• .• . .. 216 !017 Santa Sofia .•••••.......•.••••• 57 
1939 Crl~t.obaL ......•• 216 1947 Alcou Cllppor .••••••.•••••.•. 98 
1939 Prcs ldcn t 11 00,,er···cx· 1947 Alcoa Corsair. ----------···· 9S 

Panama) ..... 100 19l7 President Cle\•clnnd .. - 7S.~ 

1940 America .•••. 1,2:11 111-17 Alcoa Cavalier •••.......• 98 
1940 rrosldent 2\lonroo·: 00 1018 President Wilson .••••• 774 
um President Poll<. .• 98 1031 I ml~1iendenoe ••••••••••.....• 997 
1944 f:,cnlibnr - 127 1951 C'onsututicm • ••••••••••••• 11117 
1945 F.<cter 127 1952 G nl!OO States Si.t1i0 .. I, 982 
1946 Santa Barbam .••• ~7 19~2 2\Ionterey ex-Free-
1!»6 Santa Cecella •••••• 57 )Iariner) •.••••.••.•........ 412 
1946 Santa Cbm. .. -- 117 lUS:I Atlantic (x-Badster)farlocr)_ 854 
1946 Santa IsabeL_:: .................... !.7 19.\3 .\lorlposa (x· Pine Tree 
1946 Snnta l,nl'lfl 57 B~Tf-~~~~-- ·············:: 

409 
1946 Santa ~forgnrilo······:·:::::: 

i~ II 
19.IS 5.57 

1946 I Santa )farta .•••.• 19~•\ $\~:~::::::::::::::: .... M7 
19W Santa )fooica .••••••••••• l!NS 300 
l!H6 Del Xorte ..•• ..................... ))9 l!},\'I Santa Paula ••••••••••••.•.... 300 
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~ MARITIME 

m.J==========---
SIDELIGHTS 

The Government has agreed to in
sw·e merchant marine bonds issued to 
cover the construction of two fast 
"Sea Racer" cargo liners on order for 
American President Lines, Ltd., San 
Francisco. 

The two bond offerings to finance 
the SS President Ltncoln and the 
other sister ship, Prestdent Roosevelt, 
arc the fu·st under a new law permit
ting "package" financing of ship con
struction from before the keel laying 
through the economic life of a vessel 
by the conversion of the construct.ion 
loan to a 20-year mortgage at the time 
the ship is delivered. It is a new de
parture in that it authorizes the Sec
retary of Commerce to hold funds in 
escrow and to invest them until 
needed to meet construction obliga
tions. 

The new "Sea Race1·s" are to be ad
vanced Mariner-type vessels, espe
cially designed for APL. 

Moore-McCormack Lines, Inc., has 
lnaugw·ated one of the largest and 
most modern steamship terminals on 
the eastern seaboard at the foot of 
23d Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Under construction for the past 2 
years, this new terminal is over 1,470 
feet long and 230 feet wide. Storage 
space, both under cover and "farm" 
area, extends more than 475,000 
square feet. The tremendous space 
available to handle cargo, both in
bound and outbound, will eliminate 
congestion. 

Largest U.S.-flag tanker, the Na
tional Defender, has been launched by 
the Newport News Shipbuilding & Dry 
Dock Co. for the National Transport 
Corp. of New York. The new tanker 
measw·es 810 feet in length and 104 
feet in breadth. Originally designed 
as a 60,000-deadweight-ton tanker, 
she will be 65,926 d.w.t. when com
pleted. This increase in capacity was 
augmented by increasing the draft 
and adding strengthening members 
fore and aft through the use of bot
tom shell and main deck doublers. 
The vessel will have a capacity of 
646,000 barrels of oil. Her 104-foot 
beam exceeds that of the Untted 
States. 
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SAFETY AWARD 

CAPT. M. C. McGALIS, cente r, left, maUer of General Petroleum Corp.'s ta nker, SS "Syossct", 
receives a Nationa l Sa fety Co uncil a wa rd on behalf of the vessel's officers and men for com
pleti ng 1,364,853 ma n-hours w ithout a lost-time a ccident. looking on in the fo reground are, 
from left, Hugh C. Ell is, manager of the marine department; George H. Supple, vice president 

a nd d irettor of transportation; U. l. McDonald, thi rd officer; and A. D. Sandoval, chie f engineer. 
Members of the crew w a tch from the catwa lk. 

At the time of the presentation, w ith the record still intact, the vessel locked just 2 months 

of completing 4 years of a ccident-free operation. 

La.test available figures, according 
to newspaper reports, indicate that 
15 percent of the world's tanker fleet
both in numbers and in deadweight 
tonnage-is now in layup. The pres
ent laid-up tanker fleet is composed 
of 436 foreign-:fiag vessels totaling 
7,204,053 d.w.t. and 52 U.S. tankers of 
884,670 d.w.t. 

The Federal Communications com
mission has announced establishment 
of a trial program to evaluate the 
adaptability to commercial marine use 
of a single short-range VHF radio-

telephone frequency on 156.65 me. 
Inland operators interested in estab
lishing such a station on a trial ba"5is 
to determine its feasibility have been 
invited to submit applications to the 
FCC. 

The Commission notice also an
nounced the adoption of revised rules 
for the operational evaluation of ship
to-ship radiotelephone communica
tion between navigating personnel on 
ships on inland waters and on the 
high seas, and between ship and shore 
stations concerned with the safe 
movement of ships through locks and 
bridges spanning inland waterways. 
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Q. Ca) What is the etrect of 
grounding on the stability of a vessel? 

Cb) What precautions must be 
borne in mind prior to discharging 
ballast or fuel in an effort to refloat a 
grounded vessel? 

A. Ca) Grounding reduces the ef
fective stability available to a vessel. 

Cb) Prior to discharging bal
last or fuel in an effort to refloat aves
sel, careful consideration must be 
given io the effect on the stability 
where the ballast or fuel ts low in the 
ship. Unless careful preparations 
have been made, lighterung a vessel 
may allow her to go further aground, 
broach to, or capsize. 

Q . On 8 March, at 2000 GMT a. 
radio time signal shows chronometer 
"A" to be Om-lOs slow. 

On 13 March, at 0800 GMT a ra
dio time signal shows chronometer 
"A" to be Om-Ols slow. 

On 18 March, at 2000 GMT an 
observation is taken. Assuming a 
constant chronometer rate, what cor
rection should be applied to chro
nometer "A"? 

A. C-) OOm-lOs. 
Q. Where will complete informa

tion be found on the times, frequen
cies of emission, and characte1iStlcs 
of Radio Time Signals? 

A. In H. 0. 205, Radio Naviga
tional Aids, full information on Ra
dio Time Signals may be found. 

Q. On 13 May, a radio time sig
nal at 1100 GMT shows chrometer 
"B" to be Om-15s fast. 

On 20 May, a radio time signal 
at 1900 GMT shows chronometer "B" 
to be Om-04s fast. 

On 23 May, at 1100 GMT an ob
servation is taken. Assuming a con
stant chronometer rate. what correc
tion should be applied to chronometer 
'*B"? 

A. OOm-OOs. 
Q. Your vessel Is on course 267° 

True at speed 14 knots. At 1500 a 
vessel is observed on the PPI scope 
bearing 015° at a range of 4 miles. 
At 1515 the vessel observed bears 000° 
T at a range of 2.9 miles. 

Cl> Assuming that both vessels 
maintain course and speed, determine 
the distance between them at; the 
closest point of approach. 

C2) Determine the course and 
speed of the vessel observed. 

A. m 2.1 miles Cat 1534). 
(2) 255.7° and 18.8 knots. 
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nautical queries 

Q. Your vessel Is on course 065° 
True at speed 7.5 knots. At 1900 a 
vessel is observed on the PPI scope 
bearing 135° Tat a range of 7 miles. 
At 1940 the vessel observed bears 123° 
T at a range of 3 miles. 

Cl) Assumlng that both vessels 
maintain course and speed, determine 
the distance between them at the 
closest point of approach. 

(2) Determine the course and 
speed of the vessel observed. 

A. (1) f.l miles Cat 2008). 
C2) 021.2° and 8.7 knots. 

Q. Given the following azimuth 
angles: 

Ca) N. 28° E. 
<b> N. 165° W. 
(C) S. 33° E. 

Cd) s. 98° w. 
Required: The azimuths. 

A. ca> 028° 
Cb> 195° 
Cc> 147° 
(d) 278° 

Q. What is meant by "the preces
sion of the equinoxes"? State Its 
causes. 

A. "The precession of the equi
noxes" is the conical motion of the 
earth's axis about the vertical to the 
plane of the ecliptic, caused by the 
attractive force of the sun, moon, and 
other planets on the equatorial pro
tuberance of the earth. The result
ant motion ls westward along the 
ecliptic at the rate of about 50.'3 per 
year. CH. o. 220.) 

Q. A vessel whose date is 6 June, 
\vhlle in East Longitude, crosses the 
International Dateline on an east 
bound course at 1400 Zone Time. 

(a) What change does she 
make in her local date? 

<b> What iS the date and time 
at Greenwich when she crosses the 
line? 

A. Ca.) The date is changed to 5 
June. 

Cb) The date and time at 
Greenwich is 6 June, 0200. 

Q. Your vessel is on course 140° 
Trne at a speed of 10 knots. 

At 0300, a vessel is observed on the 
PPI scope bearing 160° True at a 
l'ange of 10 miles. 

At 0312, the vessel is observed 
bearing 163° True at a range of 7 
miles. 

(a) Assuming that both your 
vessel and the vessel observed main
tain course and speed, determine the 
distance between your vessel and the 
vessel observed at their closest point 
of approach. 

Cb) Determine the course and 
:1pccd of the vessel observed. 

Cc> Determine the course at 
0318 which Will clear the other vessel 
by 3 miles in the minimum length of 
time without change in your speed. 

A. Ca.) The distance between 
your vessel and the vessel observed at 
the closest point of approach, assum
ing that course and speed were held, 
would be 1.2 miles <at 0339) . 

Cb) The course of the vessel 
observed is 355.6° True. The speed 
of the vessel observed is 5.9 knots. 

<c> The course at 0318, which 
will clear the other vessel by 3 miles 
in the minimum length of time with
out change in your speed, is 211.4°. 
<Without allowing for advance and 
transfer.> 

Q . Your vessel is on a course of 
260° True at a speed of 9 knots. 

At 1600 a vessel is observed on 
the PPI scope bearing 230° True at a 
range of 7 miles. 

At 1606 the vessel is observed 
bearing 233 ° True at a. i-ange of 5 
miles. 

Ca) Assuming that both your 
vessel and the vessel observed main
tain course and speed, determine the 
distance between your vessel and the 
vessel observed at their closest point 
of approach. 

Cb) Determine the cow·se and 
speed of the vessel observed. 

(c) Determine the course at 
1609 which will clear the other vessel 
by 2 miles in the minimum length of 
tlme without changing your speea. 

A. Ca) The distance between 
your vessel and the vessel observed at 
the closest point of approach, assum
ing that course and speed were main
tained, would be 0.84 miles Cat 1621). 

Cb) 'Ihe course ot the vessel 
observed is 020.0°. 

The speed of the vessel observed 
is 14.2 knots. 

Cc> 214.0°. 
Q. Along what line Is the value 

of microsecouds in miles the least; i. e., 
wbere does the loran reading give the 
greatest positional accuracy? 

A. Along the base line. 
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CASUALTIES TO VESSELS-OTHER THAN PLEASURE VESSELS-FISCAL YEAR 1959 

1 July 1958-30 June 1959 

-
Found· Uolll- Cnrgo uam- V ndrtcr-
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I ngs caps Ii· with 

Collisions 
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olli<.- than 
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JI lo•ions damage 
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11ot. ot.llcr .. 
wise clu.ssl· Total 
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Xumbcr or unlns1>cctcd \'r~•rls in-
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Ships ••• 
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Tnnk: 
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Burges.... ••••••.....••• • 
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4 
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3 
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2 
1 
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II 
1 
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2 
l 

1 i ,. ............... ...•.. 

!>Ii 
10 

4 
2 

fled 

2~ 
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14 

12 

13 
~ 

~;. -----····· :::::::::::: ····•······· 
J 

2.002 
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l , :llO 

1,602 

!09 
33 

r>4:i 
300 

309 
240 
:JI 
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lns11ccted 2 

h4 
JOO 

-- '. I 
12 1 ....... ------- ................ ---- ---·--- 16 

t'nlnspccu~I ____ _ II> 2.IO 129 36 
97 

2 la I •••••••••••• I 
3 

51' 
429 Flshlni:t (commcrc·h11) _ • ··-

Motorboats (commcrciul1 u11 lo 6~' in 
lonatb unlnspcctcd • ••••••••••....... 

'Forolgn Oag...... . • ••..• • .•••. 
'.i\ttS('(\lhuauuus _ .................... .... .. 
Property damn~•--

EXC('SS $1,500 
Under $1.500 ••. ... 

\'esscls totally Jo~t : 
Inspected.... • .. 

LI v~ J~~t~;;c~~,! .. ( (-a5ii81tic•s: 
Pn'!Sengcrs: 

Inspected 
1;nmsprct~<L .•.•.•• 

<•rew: 

:i 
34 
9 

~ 
46 

fnspeotod .• • •• • •••••••••••• •••••• . 
Uninsp<ll·l~cl ••...•• 2fl 
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lnSJ)4)elcd ... 
lininSJ>N'tNI ...•• 

Number or casual ties due to pcr:!<lnnrl 
fuu l l.: 

Ius11c•c:tc. I 
Unlnspr'Ct••<I ns I SL 

;a 
13 

LI 

·~~ Ii 

4 
n;i 

0!1 

29 
102 
37 

479 
Mfl 

4 
JO 

7~ 
2H 

:JO 

7 
12 
11 

3\).1 
2.~~ 

4 
15 

52 
41 

15 ······ ···1 :1 .............. 
20 

188 40 
:JO 14 

8 2 
$(\ I 

I 
18 ••.•• 

2 
I ....... . 

2~ 1...... 1 

U~nths not involving cnsualty lo '~ssel : 
Natural c~u.ses......... . • • •••...••.••••..••••••• ••••..••••• • 171 
Homicide........ .., • .. ....... ....•.•. ••••• . .•• 3 
Ruicide... .. • · ·-- _ • • • .••• •.••••• ••••••••• 34 
Disuppt'1lrBllt\! and undNt'rmined.. •• ••• • 10 
Personul tl('Cicknl»....................... •.....• 2-12 

There were 937 vessels of 1,000 
gross tons and over in the active 
oceangoing U.S. merchant fteet on 
September 1, 1959, according to the 
Maritime Administration. This was 
12 fewer than the number active on 
August 1, 1959. 

There were 35 Government-owned 
and 902 privately owned ships in ac
tive service. These figures did not 
include privately owned vessels Lempo
rarily inactive, or Government-owned 
vessels employed in loading grain for 
storage_ They also exclude 26 vessels 
in the custody of the Departments of 
Defense, State, and Interior. 

There was a decrease of 15 active 
vessels and an increase of 13 inactive 
vessels in the privately owned fleet. 
One freighter, the Attleboro Victory, 
was returned from foreign to U.S. flag. 
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Three freighters, the Island Mail, 
China Mail, and Ocean Mail, were 
traded In to the Government. This 
decreased the total privately owned 
fleet by 20to1,017. 

Of the 115 privately owned Inactive 
vessels, 41 dry cargo ships and 60 
tankers were laid up for lack of em
ployment, 16 more than on August L 
The others were undergoing repair or 
conversion. 

The Maritime Administration's ac
tive fleet increased by 3, while Its 
Inactive fteet decreased by 17. 
Twenty Liberty ships were sold for 
scrap. Three vessels were Lurned 
over by the Navy to the Administra
tion for layup in the National Defense 
Reserve Fleet and t.hree freighters 
were traded in by a private operator, 

Ill I 

I .... -····· I 
3 ................. ...... ........ --
3 

rn1 a 2 

~· I'> ·······-···· 

:::::::::::: ···-······3 

:II! ~ ••••••••••• •• •••••••••• 
2 

I 
2 
2 

20 
G 

s 
2 

70 
JM 
93 

J.G4~ 
11 267 

27 
232 

:1 

fl() 
l2L 

5 
11 

237 
38-'i 

making a net loss of 14 in the Admin
istration's fleet, or a total of 2,080. 
The total U.S. merchant fleet, active 
and inact.ive, decreased by 16 to 3,097. 

Three cargo ships were ordered by 
American Mail Line, and one bulk 
carrier conversion by Gibbs Corp. 
Two conversions, a Mariner and a 
tanker, were completed. The Lot.al of 
large merchant ships on order or 
under construction In U.S. shipyards 
increased by 2 to 74. 

Seafaring jobs on active oceangoing 
U.S.-flag ships of 1,000 gross tons and 
over, excluding civilian seamen man
ning Military Sea Transport.ation 
Service ships, were 50,659. Prospec
tive officers in training in Federal and 
State nautical schools numbered 
2,085. 
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY OF PERSONAL INJURIES AND DEATHS ABOARD COMMERCIAL 
VESSELS 

1 July 1958-JO June 1959 
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UN ITED STATES COAST GUARD 

ADDRESS REPLY TO: 

COMMANDANT 
U.S. COAST GUARD 

HEADQUARTERS 

WASHINGTON ZS, O.C. 

MVI 
17 August 1959 

Commandant's Action 
on 

Marine Board of Investigation; collision between the SS Constitution and tank vessel 
Jalanta <Norwegian), vicinity of Ambrose Light Vessel, 1 March 1959 

The record of the Marine Board of Investigation con
vened to Investigate subject casualty, together with its 
Findings of Fact, Conclusions, and Recommendations has 
been reviewed. 

At 1040 e.s.t. 1 March 1959 the U.S. passenger vessel 
SS Constitution collided in dense fog with the Norwegian 
motor tanker J alanta approximately 5 miles southeast of 
Ambrose Light Vessel. 

The Constitution was approaching Ambrose Light Vessel 
on a northerly course en route from NeWPort News, Va., 
to New York with 116 crewmembers and 33 additional 
persons. 

At approximately 0955 fog was encountered. The Mas
ter began conning the vessel by radar and fog signals were 
commenced. The vessel was making slightlY more than 
18 knots and this speed was maintained. The radar target 
later identified to be Lhe Jalanta was first sighted 5° on 
the port bow 7Y2 miles distant. Based on continued obser
vations, the Master concluded that the target was on an 
opposite parallel cow·se but no plot was maintained. Ac
cording to the course recorder, the Constitution began 
coming right easily 8 minutes before the collision from a 
heading of 000° T. and was steadied briefly on about 
035° T. When the target was 2 miles away on the port 
bow it was lost in the sea return on the radarscope. At 
about 1037 the fog signal of another vessel was heard on 
the port bow. Two minutes later the signal was again 
heard on the port bow at which time speed was reduced to 
11.l knots. Almost immediately the bow of the Jalanta 
appea1·ed out of the fog ¥4 mile off fine on the port bow on 
a course at right angles to that of the Constitution. Full 
astern and hard right rudder were immediately ordered 
on the Constitution but were not sufficient to prevent the 
collision. 

The Jalanta, In ballast but not gas free, had taken de
parture at about 1000 approximately 2 miles off Ambrose 
en route to Aruba, DWI, and was headed southeasterly. 
At 1005 visibility began to decrease. Fog signals were 
commenced, speed was reduced to half ahead and a course 
of 144° T. was set and maintained up to the time of col
lision. According to Lhe Master, two radar targets were 
observed; one at about 4Y2 miles and the other about 2Y4 
miles, both to starboard. The record contains no further 
mention of the target at 4 Y2 miles; however, Lhe target at 
2 Y4 miles appeared to be on an opposite parallel course. 
Its fog signal was heard and it subsequently passed an 
estimated ¥2 to :Y,. of a mile oft the starboard side. ShorUy 
thereafter a third radar target appeared 2 Y4 miles on the 
port side. The bearing of this targeL opened to t he left 
and soon disappeared In the sea return when about 2 miles 
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away. No fog signals were heard from this vessel, but it 
was estimated to have subsequently passed about 1 Y2 miles 
off. From that time forward, sea retw·n obscw·ed all radar 
targets. A few minutes before the collision, while pro
ceeding slow ahead at about 5 knots, the Mate on watch 
on the starboard wing of the bridge reported hearing a fog 
signal abeam Lo starboard. Speed was reduced to dead 
slow ahead and the Master went out on the wing. ShorLly 
thereafter another whistle signal was heard apparently 
forward of the starboard beam and the engines were 
stopped. Within moments the bow of the Constitution 
appeared out of the fog about Y4 of a mile away forward of 
Lhe beam heading approximately right angles to the 
Jalanta's course. The engine was ordered full astern and 
the vessel was estimated to be about dead in the water at 
the time of impact. 

The bow of the Constitution almost completely severed 
the bow of the Jalanta forward of her pilothouse, and ap
proximately 25 minutes later the bow finally broke off. 
Considerable hull damage was sustained by the bow of the 
Constitution; however, there were no lives lost and no in
juries to any persons. Both vessels proceeded to New York 
under their own power and the bow of the Jalanta was 
later towed in. 

REMARKS 

Concw-ring with the Board it Is considered that the pri
mary cause of this casualty was the failure of the SS Con
stitution to go at a moderate speed in a fog and failure to 
stop her engines and navigate with caution upon hearing 
forward of her beam the fog signal of a vessel, the position 
of which was not ascertained. These failures were aggra
vated by the fact thaL the radar provided timely notice 
of the proximity of the other vessel. Improper interpreta
tion of the radar aboard the Constitution was also a factor 
and one which could have been avoided by the simple ex
pedient of plotting ranges and bearings. 

The fallw·e of Lhe Jalanta to fix the position from which 
she took departure and to accw·ately maintain deck and 
engine room bell books reflects unfavorably on her watch
keeping and precludes a more accw·ate and detal1ed re
construction of her navigation. In addition, the testimony 
of the Master concerning the target observed on the radar 
at 4 \/2 miles on the starboard side raises obvious un
answered questions as to whether or not that target was 
in fact the Constitution. Despite these doubts it is con
sidered that the record amply supports the conclusion that 
the Jalanta's speed in the fog was moderate and that. she 
otherwise met her duty by stopping upon hearing the fog 
signal forward of the beam. 
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The fact that on both vessels sea retUl'n adversely af
fected radar operations reemphasiZes that radar can be 
relied on only as an aid to navigation and its presence on 
board does not relieve the mariner of his statutory re
sponsibilities under the rules to prevent collisions. 

The question of sea.lanes, of which local approach pro
cedures would necessarily be a part, has been under review 
in the form of preparations for the forthcoming Inter
national Safety of Life at Sea ConvenUon. Accordingly, 
the Board's suggestion for a system of vessel guidance and 
control at harbor approaches has been referred to the ap
propriate subcommittee for its information. 

vicinity of the bow on all vessels, desirable as it may have 
been from the Jalanta's standpoint, experience in colli
sion cases has shown that such an installation would be of 
limited value to the lookout on the colliding vessel. In any 
case, where hazards are present, whether they be natural 
or operational, It is the responsibility of the Master or 
officer of the watch to consider the advisability of requiring 
the lookout to don a life p1·eserver before going on watch. 

Subject to the foregoing remarks, the record of the 
Marine Board of Investigation is approved. 

With respect to the Board's recommendation that a 
waterproof life preserver storage box be required In the 

A. C. RICHMOND, 

Vice Admiral, U.S. Coast Guard, 
Commandant. 

AMENDMENTS TO REGULATIONS 
[EDITOR'S NOTE.-The mate1ial con

tained herein has been condensed 
due to space limitations. Copies of 
the Federal Registers containing the 
material referred to may be obtained 
from the Superintendent of Docu
ments, Washington 25, D.C.J 

TITLE 33-NAVIGATION AND 
NAVIGABLE WATERS 

Cha pter I- Coast Guard, De part
ment of the Treasury 

[ CGFR 59-36] 

EXEMPTING ADVANCE NOTICE OF 
TIME OF ARRIVAL OF VESSELS 
NUMBERED BY A STATE; STAND
ARDS FOR FIRE EXTINGUISHING 
EQUIPMENT 

By Executive Order 10173 the Pres
ident found that the security of the 
United States is endangered by reason 
of subversive activities and prescribed 
certain regulations relating to the 
safeguarding against destruction, 
loss, or injury from sabotage or other 
subversive acts. accidents, or other 
causes of similar nature of vessels, 
harbors, ports, and waterfront facili
ties in the United States. and all ter
ritory and waters, continental 01· 
insular, subject to the jurisdiction of 
the United States exclusive of the 
Canal Zone. 

Pursuant to the authority of 33 
CFR 6.04-8 an Executive Order 10173 
<15 F.R. 7007; 3 CFR, 1950 Supp. > the 
Captain of the Port may supervise 
and control the movement of any 
vessel and shall take full or partial 
possession or control of any vessel or 
any part thereof within the territorial 
waters of the United States under his 
jurisdiction whenever it appears to 
him that such action is necessary in 
order to secure such vessel from 
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damage or injury or to prevent 
damage or injury to any waterfront 
facility or waters of the UniLed States 
or to secure the observance of rights 
and obligations of the United States. 

The provisions of 33 CFR 124.10 set 
forth the requirements regarding the 
advance notice of vessels estimated 
time of arrival to be furnished to the 
Captain of the Port. The purpose of 
the amendment to 33 CFR 124.lO(g) 
(2) Is to state that the requirements 
of this section do not apply to vessels 
which are numbered by any State 
pursuant to the Federal Boating Act 
of 1958 <Public Law 85-911; 46 U.S.C. 
527-527h) ; i.e., vessels numbered by 
a. State are exempt from filing a no
tice of estimated time of arrival with 
the Captain of the Port. 

The amendment to 33 CFR 
126.15 (j) , regarding fire extinguish
ing equipment on waterfront facili
ties. is editorial In nature and substi
tutes the new title of the standards 
issued by the National Fire Protection 
Association by changing the phrase 
from "Standards for First Aid Fire 
Appliances" to "Standards for the 
Installation, Maintenance and Use of 
Portable Fire Extinguishers." 

Because of the national emergency 
declared by the President, it is found 
that compliance with the Administra
tive Pi·ocedure Act <respecting notice 
of proposed rule making, public rule 
making procedures thereon, and effec
tive date requirements thereof) is 
impracticable and contrary to the 
public Interest. 

By virtue of the authority vested in 
me as Commandant, United States 
Coast Guard, by Executive Order 
10173 as amended by Executive 
Orders 10277 and 10352, I hereby 
prescribe the following amendments 
which shall become e!Iective upon the 
date of publication of this document 
in the Federal Register: 

SUBCHAPTER K- SECURITY OF VESSELS 

PART 124-CONTROL OV ER 
MOVEM ENT OF VESSELS 

section 124.lO<g> <2> is amended to 
read as follows: 
§ 124.10 Advance notice of vosscl's time 

of arrival to Captain of the port. 
.. • • • .. 

(g) ••• 

(2) Vessels which are numbered by 
the Coast Guard, or by any State pur
suant to the provisions of the Federal 
Boating Act of 1958 <Public Law 85-
911; 46 u.s.c. 527-527h). 
(Sec. 1, 40 S tat. 220, as amended; 60 u.s.c. 
191. E.O. 10173. 16 F.R. 7005, 3 CFR, 1960 
Supp., E.O. 10277. 16 F.R. 7587, S CFR, 1951 
Supp., E .O. 10352, 17 F.R. 4607, 3 CFR, 1962 
s~1pp.) 

SUBCHAPTER L-SECURITY OF WATERFRONT 
FACILITIES 

PART 126-HANDLING OF EXPLO
SIVES O R OTHER DANGEROUS 
CARGOES WITHIN OR CONTIGU
OUS TO WATERFRONT FACILI
TIES 

Section 126.15(j) is amended to 
r ead as follows: 
§ 126.1 S Conditions for designation as 

designated wate rfront facility. 

• .. • • • 
( j ) Fire extinguishing eqttipment. 

That fire extinguishing appliances are 
made available in adequate quantities, 
locations, and types; that first aid fire 
appliances are installed and main
tained in accordance with accepted 
safe practices <conformity with the 
requirements prescribed in the cur
rent "Standards for the Installation, 
Maintenance and Use of Portable Fire 
Extinguishers," issued by the National 
Fire Protection Association, shall be 
deemed evidence of compliance with 
such accepted safe practices>; that 
fire extinguishing equipment, ftre 
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alarm systems and devices, and fll'e 
doors and other safety equipment are 
maintained in good operating condi
tion at all times; that provision is 
made so that, when hazards arise 
which require such precaution, emer
gency hose lines will be led out and 
other emergency fire-fighting equip
ment will be placed immediately ad
jacent to such hazards. 
(Sec. 1. 40 Stat. 220, as a.mended: 50 U.S.C. 
191, E.O. 10173. 15 P.R. 7005, 3 CFR. 1950 
Supp., E.O. 10277, 16 F.R. 7537, 3 CF'R, 1951 
Supp .. E.O . 10352, 17 F.R. 4607, 3 CPR. 1952 
Supp. 

Dated: September 3, 1959. 
[SEAL) A. C. RICHMOND, 

Vice Admiral. 
U.S. Coast Guard, Commandant. 

[F.R. Doc. 59-7832: Filed. Sept. 18, 1959; 
8:47 a.m.] 

TITLE 46-SHIPPING 

Chapter I-Coast Guard, Depart
ment of the Treasury 

[ CGFR 59-a6 I 

SUBCHAPTER &--MERCHANT MARINE 
OFF ICE RS ANO SEAME N 

PART 12-CERTIFICATION OF 
SEAMEN 

Subpart 12.02-General Require
ments for Certiflcation 

ADMINISTERING OATHS REQUIRED BE
FORE ISSUING MERCHANT MARINER'S 
DOCUMENTS 

Before the Coast Guard may issue 
a Merchant Mariner's Document to 
an applicant the law in subsection 
672 (g) of Title 46 U.S. Code, states 
"• • • such certificates shall not is
sue before oath has been taken before 
a Coast Guard official that the appli
cant therefor will faithfully and hon
estly perform all the duties required 
of him by law, and carry out the law
ful orders of his superior officers on 
shipboard • • •" The procedure has 
been to have the administration of 
these oaths performed by the Offi
cer in Charge, Marine Inspection, 
whether military or civilian, or com
missioned officers on active duty. 
Since the arrangement of certain field 
offices separate the licensing unit from 
the certificating unit, delays have oc
curred in the issuing of Merchant 
Mariner's Documents when no com
missioned officer was available to ad
minister the required oaths. There
fore, the amendment to 46 CFR 
12.02-15 substitutes the word "official" 
for the word "officer" so that the ad
ministration of these oaths may be 
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performed by authorized Coast Guard 
military or civilian personnel. 

Because this amendment to 46 CFR 
12.02-15 is a change in procedures, it 
is hereby found that compliance with 
the Administrative Procedw·e Act <re
specting notice of proposed rule mak
ing, public rule making procedures 
thereon, and eft'ective date require
men ts thereof) is deemed to be un
necessary. 

By virtue of the authority vested in 
me as Commandant, United States 
Coast Guard, by Treasury Department 
Orders 120, dated July 31, 1950 05 
F .R. 6521) , 167-14, dated November 
26, 1954 <19 F.R. 8026), and CGFR 56-
28, dated July 24, 1956 <21 F.R. 5659) 
to promulgate regulations in accord
ance with the statutes cited with the 
regulations below, the following 
amendment to§ 12.02-15 is prescribed 
and shall become effective upon the 
date of publication of this document 
in the Federal Register: 

§ 12.02- 15 O ath requirement. 

An applicant for a certificate of 
service for a rating other than as able 
seaman or qualified member of the 
engine department shall take oath be
fore an Ofiicer In Charge, Marine 
Inspection, or other official authorized 
to give such oath that he will faith
fully and honestly perform all the 
duties required of him by law and 
carry out a ll lawful orders of his 
superior officers on shipboard. 
(R.S. 4405, 4417a, 4488. 4551. ns amended, 
sec. 13, 38 Stat. 1189. as amended. secs. l, 
2, 49 Sta.t. 1544, sec. 7, 49 Sta.t. 1936. sec. 
1. 52 S tat. 753, 55 Stat. 579: 46 u.s.c. 375, 
39la, 481, 64.3, 672, 367, 689. 672b, 672-1, 
672-2) 

Dated: August 31, 1959. 
[SEAL ] A. C. RICHMOND, 
Vice Admiral, U.S. Coast Guard., 

Command.ant. 
(F.R. Doc. 59-7429; FUed, Sept. 4, 1959; 

8 :49 a .m.J 

(CGFR 59-21] 

VESSEL INSPECTION 

Miscellaneous Amendments 

Pursuant to the notice of proposed 
rule making published in the Federal 
Register on April 9, 1959 <24 F.R. 
2742-2751). and the Merchant Marine 
Council Public Hearing Agenda CG-
249, dated April 27, 1959, the Mer
chant Marine Council held a Public 
Hea1ing on April 27, 1959, for the pur
pose of receiving comments, views and 
data. The proposals considered were 
identified as Items I through XII, in
clusive. The proposed regulations 
were set forth in detail in the Agenda, 
CG-249, and a summary of the pro-

posals was set forth in the previously 
mentioned Federal Register of April 
9, 1959, as Item II thru VI. 

This document is the eighth of a 
series regarding the regulations and 
actions considered at the April 27, 
1959, Public Hearing and Annual Ses
sion of the Merchant Marine Council. 
( Federal Register of September 5, 1959) 

SUBCHAPTER S-NUMBERING O F UNOOCU· 
MENTEO VESSELS, STATISTI CS ON NUMBER
ING, AND " BOATING ACCIDENT REPORTS" 
AND ACCIDENT STATISTICS 

[CCFR 69-37 J 

PART 172-NUMBERING REQUIRE
MENTS UNDER ACT OF JUNE 7, 
1918 

Subpart 172.25-Termination 
Requirements 

MINNESOTA SYSTEM OF NUMBERING 
APPROVED 

Acting under the authority dele
gated by T r e a s u r y Department 
Order 167-32, dated September 23, 
1958 (23 F.R. 7605), the Commandant, 
United States Coast Guard, on August 
19, 1959, approved the Minnesota sys
tem for the the numbering of motor
boats, which was established pu1·
suant to the Federal Boating Act of 
1958. 

As provided in I.his approval, 
the Minnesota system shall be opera
tive on and after Monday, August 
24, 1959. On that date the authority 
to number motorboats piincipally 
used in the State of Minnesota will 
pass to that State and simultaneously 
the Coast Guard will discontinue 
numbering such motorboats. Those 

Hfl'.lmm ••• Alty Minute Now! 

Courtesy The Range Light. 
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motorboats presently numbered 
should continue to display the Coast 
Guard number until renumbered by 
Minnesota. On and after August 24, 
1959. all reports of " boating acci
dents" which involve motorboats 
numbered in Minnesota will be re
quired to be reported to the nearest 
sheriff of the county in which the ac
cident occuned, pursuant to the 
Minnesota Boat and water Safety 
Law <S.F. No. 371, Chapter 592, Laws 
of Minnesota for 1959, approved 24 
April 1959). 

Because § 172.25- 15Ca)(4), as set 
forth in this document, is an informa
tive rule about official actions per
formed by the Commandant, it is 
hereby found that compliance with 
the Administrative Procedure Act 
<respecting notice of proposed rule 
making, public rule making proce
dures thueon, and effective date re
quirements thereof> is unnecessary. 

By virtue of the authority vested in 
me as Commandant. United States 
Coast Guard, by Treasury Depart
ment Orders 120, dated July 31, 1950 
(15 P.R. 6521), and 167-17, dated 
June 29, 1955 <20 P.R. 4976) . to pro
mulgate rules in accordance with the 
statutes cited with the informative 
rule below, the following § 172 25-15 
<a> (4) is prescribed and shall be in 
effect on and after the date set forth 
therein: 
§ 172.25- 1 S Effective da tes for a pproved 

Sta te sy"ems af numbering. 
Ca) • • • 
(4) Minnesota-August 24, 1959. 

(Sec. 3, 60 Stat. 238, and sec. 633, 63 St.at. 
545: 5 u.s.c. 1002. 14 u.s.c. 633) 

Dated: August 31, 1959. 
[SEAL l A. C. RICHMOND, 
Vice Admiral, U.S. Coast Guard, 

Com.mandant. 
[F.R. Doc. 59-7430; Filed, Sept. 4, 1959: 

8:49 a.m.j 

TITLE 46-SHIPPING 

Chapter I-Coast Guard, Depart
ment of the Trea sury 

SUBCHAPTER S- NUMBERING OF UNDOCU
MENTED VESSELS, STATISTICS ON NUMBER
ING, AND "BOATING ACCIDENT REPORTS" 
AND ACCIDENT STATISTICS 

[COFR 59-38] 

PART 172- NUMBERING REQUIRE
MENTS UNDER ACT OF JUNE 7, 
1918 

Subpart 172.25-Termination 
Requirements 

NORTH CAROLINA SYSTEM OF 
NUMBERING APPROVED 

Acting under the authority dele
gated by Treasw·y Department Order 
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167-32. dated September 23, 1958 <23 
F.R. 7605) , the Commandant, United 
States Coast Guard, on August 27, 
1959, approved the North Carolina 
system for the numbering of motor
boats, which was established pursuant 
to the Federal Boating Act of 1958. 

As provided in this approval, the 
North Carolina system shall be opera
tive on and after Friday, January 1, 
1960. On that date the authority to 
number motorboats principally used 
In the State of North Cal'Olina will 
pass to that State and simultaneously 
the Coast Guard will discontinue 
numbering such motorboats. Those 
motorboats presently numbered 
should continue to display the Coast 
Guard number until renumbered by 
North Carolina. On and after Janu
ary 1, 1960, all reports of "boating 
accidents" which involve motorboats 
numbered In North Carolina will be 
required to be reported to the Wild
llf e Resources Commission, Raleigh, 
North Carolina, pw·suant to the North 
Carolina Boating Safety Act of 1959 
<N.C.S.L. 1959 C. 1064). 

Because § 172.25-15(a) (5), as set 
forth in this document, is an informa
tive rule about official actions per
formed by the Commandant, it is 
hereby found that compliance with 
the Administrative Procedure Act <re
specting notice of proposed rule mak
ing, public rule making procedures 
thereon, and effective date require
ments thereof) is unnecessary. 

By virtue of the authority vested in 
me as Commandant, United States 
Coast Guard, by Treasury Depart
ment Orders 120, dated July 31, 1950 
<15 P.R. 6521>, and 167-17, dated June 
29, 1955 (20 F.R. 4976). to promulgate 
rules in accordance with the statutes 
cited with the Informative rule below, 
the following§ l 72.25-15(a) (5) is pre
scribed and shall be in effect on and 
after the date set forth therein: 
t 172.2 5- 15 Effective dates for approved 

State systems of numbering. 

<a> • • • 
<5> North Carolina-January 1, 

1960. 

(Sec. 3, 60 Stat. 238. nnd sec. 633, 63 Stat. 
645; 6 u.s.c. 1002, 14 u.s.c. 633) 

Dated: September 9, 1959. 

[SEAL] A. c. RICH.MONO, 
Vice Admiral, 

U.S. Coast Guard, Commandant. 
[F.R. Doc. 59-7732; Filed, Sept. 16, 1959: 

8:46 a.m. I 

[ COFR 59-391 

PART 172- NUMBERING REQUIRE
MENTS UNDER ACT OF JUNE 7, 
1918 

Subpart 172.25- Termination 
Requirements 

SOUTH CAROLINA SYSTEM OF 
NUMBERING APPROVED 

Acting under the authority dele
gated by Treasury Department Order 
167-32, dated September 23. 1958 (23 
P.R. 7605), the Commandant, United 
States Coast Guard, on August 27, 
1959, approved the South Carolina 
system !or the numbering of motor
boats, which was established pursuant 
to the Federal Boating Act of 1958. 

As provided in this approval, the 
South Carolina system shall be cper
ative on and aft.er Friday, January 1, 
1960. On that date the authority to 
number motorboats principally used 
In the State of South Carolina will 
pass to that State and simultaneously 
the Coast Guard will discontinue 
numbering such motorboats. Those 
motorboats presently numbered 
should continue to display the Coast 
Guard number until renumbered by 
South Carolina. On and after Janu
ary l, 1960, all reports of "boating ac
cidents" which involve motorboats 
numbered in South Carolina will be 
required to be reported to the Division 
of Boating, South Carolina Wildlife 
Resources Department, Columbia, 
South Carolina, pursuant to the re
quirements of the South Carolina 
boating law <S.C. Act No. 253 of 1959). 

Because § 172.25- 15Ca><6), as set 
forth in this document. is an informa
tive rule about official actions per
formed by the Commandant, it is 
hereby found that compliance with 
the Administrative Procedure Act <re
specting notice of proposed rule mak
ing, public rule making procedures 
thereon, and effective date require
ments thereof) Is unnecessary. 

By virtue of the authority vested in 
me as Commandant. United States 
Coast Guard, by Treasury Depart
ment Orders 120, dated July 31, 1950 
0.5 P.R. 6521 ), and 167- 17, dated 
June 29, 1955 (20 P.R. 4976), to pro
mulgate rules in accordance with the 
statutes cited with the informative 
rule below, the following § 172.25-15 
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(a) (6) is prescribed and shall be in 
effer.t on and after the date set forth 
therein: 
§ 172.25- 15 Effective dates for approved 

State systems of numbering. 

(a) • • • 
(6) South Carolina-J anuary 1, 

1960. 
(SP.c. 3, 60 Stat. 238, and sec. 633, 63 Stat. 
546; 5 u.s.c. 1002. 14 u.s.c. 633) 

Dated: September 9, 1959. 
[SEAL I A. C. RICHMOND, 

Vice Admiral, 
U.S. Coast Guard, Commandant. 

[F'.R. D oc. 59-7733; Filed, Sept. 16, 1959: 
8:46 a.m.] 

EQUIPMENT APPROVED 
BY THE COMMA NDA NT 

[EDITOR'S NOTE.-Due to space limi
tations, it is not possible to publish 
the documenLs regarding approvals 
and terminations of approvals ot 
equipment published in the Federal 
Register dated September 3, 1959 
(CGFR 59-34>. Copies of these docu
ments may be obtained from tbe Su
perintendent of Documents, Washing
Lon 25, D.C.l 

ARTICLES OF SHIPS' 
STORES A ND SUPPLIES 

Articles of ships' stores and supplies 
certificated from 1 September to 30 
September 1959, inclusive, for use on 
board vessels in accordance with the 
provisions of Part 147 (46 CFR 146-
147) of the Dangerous Cargo Regula
tions are as follows: 

CERTIFIED 

E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Co., 
Wilmington 98, Del., Certificate No. 
403, dated 10 September 1959, DU 
PONT MHFA-1 MARINE HEAVY 
FUEL ADDITIVE. 

Applied Consultants, 1563 Choctaw 
Drive, Post Office Box 1526, Baton 
Rouge, La., Certificate No. 404, dated 
10 September 1959, MIRA-KIL. 

Glo-Klen Co., Inc., 7050 North Clark 
Street, Chicago, Ill., Certificate No. 
405, dated 14 September 1959, GLO
KLEN. 

AFFIDAVITS 

The following afll.davits were ac
cepted during the period from 15 Au
gust 1959 to 15 September 1969: 

T he Bastian-Blessing Co., 4201 West 
Peterson Avenue, Chicago, Ill., PIPE 
FITTINGS. 

Alco Products, Inc., 107 Gertrude 
Street, Latrobe, Pa., FORGINGS.' 

• .1o\ nidnvit co,·ers ad<lltlo1•u l 11roducts n~ 
this comvuny Is already ll~ted In CG- 190 tor 
nth' el!. 
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MARINE SAFETY PUBLICATIONS AND PAMPHLETS 

The following publications and pamphlets are available and may be 
obtained upon request from the nearest Marine Inspection Office of the 
United States Coast Guard. Date of each publication ls indicated 
following title. 
CG No. Tille of Publicolian 

101 Specimen Examinations for Merchant Marine Deck Officers . 7-1-50 
108 Rules and Regulations for Miiitary Explosives O(ld Hazardous Munitions. 8- 1-58 
115 Marine Engineering Regulations and Material Spccif1calions. 3-1-58 
123 Rules and Regulations for Tank Vessels. 4-1 - 58 
129 Proceeding~ of the Morcha nt Marine Council. Monthly 
169 Rules of the Road-Inte rnational-Inland. 5-1-S9 
172 Rules of the Road-Grear Lakes . 5-1-S9 
174 A Manual for the Safe Handling of Inflammable and Combustible Liquids. 

7-2-51 
175 Manual for lifcboolmen and Able Seamen, Qualifled Members of Engine 

Department, and Tankerman. 6-1-55 
176 Load Line Regu lations. 9- 2-58 
182 Specimen Examinations for Merchant Marine Engineer licenses. 5-1 - 57 
184 Rules of the Road-Western Rivers. 5-1-59 
190 Equipment Lists. 4- 1-58 
191 Rules and Regulations for Licensing and Certiflcating of Merchant Marine 

Personnel. 5-1 - 59 
200 Marine Investigation Regulations and Suspension and Revocation Proceedings. 

7-1 - 58 
220 Specimen Examination Questions for licenses as Master, Mate, and Pilot of Cen· 

tral Western Rivers Vessels. 4-1-57 
227 lows Governing Marine ln•pection. 7-3-50 
239 Security of Vessels and Waterfront Facilities. 7-1-58 
249 Merchant Marine Council Public Hearing Agenda. Annually 
256 Rules and Regulations for Passenger Veuels. 3-2-59 
257 Rules and Regulations for Cargo and Miscellaneous Vessels. 3-2-59 
258 Rules and Regulations for Uninspected Vessels. 7- 1-55 
259 Electrical Engineering Regulatlons. 9-2-58 
266 Rules and Regulation for Bulk Groin Cargo. 5-1-59 
267 Rulos and Regulations for the Numbering of Undocumented Vessels and the Re-

porting of Booting Accidents . 5-1 -59 
268 Rules and Regulations for Manning of Vessels. 9-3-57 
269 Rules and Regulations for Nautical Schools. 11-1-53 
270 Rul es and Regulations for Marine Engineering Installations Cont racted for Prior 

to July 1, 1935. 11 - 19-52 
290 Pleasure Craft. 7-1-59 
293 Miscellaneous Electrical Equipment list. 3- 10-59 
320 Rules and Regulations for Artificial Islands and Fixed Structures on the Outer 

Continental Shelf. 1-2-57 
323 Rules and Regulations for Small Passenger Vessels. (Not More Thon 65 Feet 

in length! 6- 1-58 
329 Fire Fighting Manual for Tank Vessels. 4-1- 58 

Official changes in rules and regulations are published in the Federal 
Register, which is printed daily except Sunday. Monday and days follow
ing holidays. The F ederal Register is a sales publication and may be 
obtained from the Superintendent of Documents. Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D.C. It is furnished by mail to subscribers for 
$1.50 per month or $15 per year, payable in advance. Individual 
copies desired may be purchased as Jong as they are available. The 
charge for individual copies of the Federal Register varies in proportion 
to the size of the issue and will be 15 cents unless otherwise noted on the 
table of changes below. 

Changes Published During September 1959 

The following have been modified by Federal Register: 
CG-190 Federal Register. September 3, 1959. 
CG-115, 123, 176, 191. 256, 259, 267, 269, and 323 Federal Register, Sep

tember 5, 1959. 
CG-267 Federal Register, September 17, 1959. 
CG-239 Federal Register, September 19, 1959. 
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TABULATION OF UNSAFE PRACTICES 

January through June 1959 

,,, 
!:: .:: 

1):1 

'O 

~ 

.!! 

"' .. 
;:. 

.:! <> :; .... 
~ ~ ::: ~ g 

6 ~ {!. 1------------------ -1 
'3 
0 

A. Access to Vessel 
Gongways, accommodation laddersf etc. 

I. Len~tb, ";dth, Kin>ngth, Ne •• lnndequatc. 
2. l<tlflfed or secured improperly __________ __ _ 
3. Anl?IO too stee?P---··· · ····· ···-------- --- -
4. '\ot clear at either end___ _ . ...••• 

< 

15 
19 
J7 
~ 

c 

28 
12 
13 
5 

11 
8 
I 
6 

14 
6 
2 

(\l 
a3 
40 
20 

I. Electrical 
57. Extension cords tll•Cective ..• •••• •...•••••• 
.58. Portnble cQulpmcnL not grounded • ••• ••• 
59. O'"~rfnse<I clrcull.s.......... .. . .•.• -
60. Jury ri~'.J'ed circuits •••••••• ••...... _. 

31 
12 
33 
76 
62 

49 13 
45 8 
10 18 
fl.4 4:l 
40 37 

21 
2~ 
3 

3i 
73 

J 17 
uo 
r.o 

219 
!?12 

5. Wnwr discbargh\lt onto...... •. . . • •. . .. • •. • ••• ••• .•.. •••••...•.• 
0. Hand ropes or rn1ls not provided or iru•do· 

61. Oaps for 11't'Cptacle outlets not In plntt. • 
02. Switch ond ruoo box l);lncls in passeniter 

spaces left u nlocked ...•.•••••••.••••••• 
AA. OMeral a larm bells mu ill1'< I or dampened. 

J 
JO 
70 

2 
17 
49 

~ 
40 
79 

12 
llH 
326 

QUUle... . . .. ....•.•• •.••••••••••••. 21 
7. Insufficient nu111hcr ........ . .. •••.... •.• S 
8. Lircboot or otber object sustx•nded O\"Cr 

ll()('\'55................. ·····••• 
9. U\tl~ lire buoy with lanyard not provided 

or lnndcqualo •••••••••••••.•• •••... 
JO. Other......... • ..•.•.•••• ·----- · · ··· 

B. Access to Spaces on Boord Vessel 
Ladders 

11. lllrr.ccl impropcrlr •.•••••••••• . . ........ 
12. Run~, sl<'p•., or treads rnissln~ or loose •.•• 
13. Octcrlorated or '"•akened ••••••.. • ••.•.•• 
14 . . I rnndrnils missing or inadequate .•••..•• •• 
15. Doors or passages cluttcn'<L • . ..... 
16. F.scup<' means blocked or lnck;·11. ..••••• 
17. Other .. . .•. . . ••••••••••••••..••.••. 

C. Deck and Hull Openings 
18. li lllcll co•crs, d .miteroosly pilt'cl or placed . • 
19. notch covers, mlsSinl?: or de!cctive.. . • 
20. llaLch cover.., securing rncans <ldective 
21. Jf ntcb be11111 lock Ing lugs mi&<lng or de!ec-

tn·e...... •••• •• --- ---- ------·--····· 
!?2. Lifelines, chains , niiL<;, or i:11nrds missing 

2 

48 
15 

13 
61 
:J9 
29 
~4 
20 
11 

7 
7 
6 

5 

or inadeQUAlc ••••••••••.. • •.. •.. 49 
23. Other. --····························· 3 

D. Decks and Platforms 
24. Slippery due to oU, grouse-, <'to •.• ....••• i7 
26. ClultNed... ..... ........ • • 1\2 
26. Floor plates or irratings loose or not in 

pince. . . . . • •••••••••• ••• ••••• . ••. 
27. R t\il$ and gml(!ls m issing or inndequate ••• 
28. Other •••••.•••••....... --· · · .•••.••••••• 

74 
63 

9 
E. Cargo Handling 

29. Sore lo11d not marked on boom$ ••••••. - . 8 

25 
2 

ZJ 
20 

2 
11 
9 

11 
7 
7 
!i 

2 
4 

2!i 

17 
8 

91 
22 

10 
s 
6 

2 
30. Ouys, falls. boom,, etc., improperly ri~gc<I 2 
:n. O\erloadi~ ~C2lr ·-······· ••••.•••. ••• • ••• •• • • 
32. Jury rig winch controls •.•••••••• ···--· .••••• 
33. }"ullure to use guards nncl 1.•ut1•s or rorao 

•·hivnt.ors and eS<.'\llators •••••...... •. ... 
34. Using tlcfol!ii\'B cargo gear.............. l • . . ... 
3:i. Smoking prohihltlon dlsregnrded. ••••••• 4 4 
36. Stowage or ban1lll11i; or car110 or gear. •• •• • . ••. 
37. Other·-······-··-······· 2 2 

F. Lifosoving Equipment 
38. Not ready tor"'" ·······--·········-··· 49 6 

Lifeboats 
39. I loistlng Cully loutlcd . •• • .•••••• 

JO 

3i 
1 

G 
10 
1:1 
JI 
10 
2 
2 

2 
4 

12 

2 

s 
10 

39 
JS 

7 
l!i 
1 

1r. 

8 

6 

20 
4 

!i 
21 
10 
8 

15 
12 
13 

14 

28 
6 

23 
10 

13 
20 
4 

13 

5 

40. Pl•nsonnel riding to fully s towe1i position . . l · · · - 2 
41. Pr<•,·cntivc lashings not used when wurk-

ln~ 111 boat. ---·-·· ··········· · ····· · 42. Winch powt'r uot shut oil when uslnr. 
II 

h111ul crank or 1wrrurmin~ mninte1111nce. 
1:1. Slartlng engine without \'Ntl ih1t1ng ...•• _ ·::::: :: :::~ ::~ . ····2 
44. Hypi~ed snreiy de,·ices......... .... 2 •••• · ---- · 
45. Trlciui; and frapping lines lmpro1wrl) 

used... • ••••••••••••••••.••••••• 
46. Da,·lt span llf1•lh11>s not rrody for use . •.••• 
47. Other..... •••• • ..••••••••• 

G. Firefighting Equipment 
48. Not rmdy rnr use •••.••••••••••••••.•••••• 
49. Fire screen door~ b locked .•.••••••...••••• 
50. Other................ • . •••.•••• •••• •• 

H. Ventilation 
51. Negloct to ohsen·c sllfety prccaurion• 

4 

J ... 26 J 
63 
1 

33 

:!4 

II 

•17 

14 

G 
i 

21 

53 
4 

31 

64 
7 

8 

128 
40 

26 
111:; 
ii 
~11 

AO 
47 
31 

64. VuJIOr globes and j?;Uards nnt h1 plucc _ • 
65. Use or defeNIVO equipment In huvir!lous 

4 
3; 

128 

spaces..... ..•.•••••••••••• ••.•••.••• 9 
66. Other......... . ...... •.•••••••.•••••• 40 

J. Machinery 
67 • .l!'oilure to 1.nko sl\Ccty precautions in light-

lnl!-otl boil1•r •......••••..••••••.••• •••• 
6..~. Spring-loaded v1tlvcs on sounding pipes 

h(>()ured in open 1.10Sitio11 or not m phMit•. 
69. M uclnnery immls not in pince '" dell-\•· 

tiYC-- ... - ---- - -- -·- ............... .......... ... ---- -- - - --
70. Failure to hlll\•k or safegu11rd steam valves 

when work iui: on steam liucs or inside n 
boiler, ~voporutor, r•tu _ 

71 . Olher __ ____ _ , ·········--- ----- •• 

8 

19 

30 

3 
19 

17 

10 

K. W e lding, Burning, Heotin9, o r Riveting 
rn I 72. ::'\o gas-Cree ccrtillcalc ror "hotwork'" 

•13 73. Tnu!l1•quato fire wntch........... ... . 2 
20 where requlN'd . .... .. . . ··1 5 

74. Ventilution insuOlcient. ..... .......... · -···· 
211 75. l'ersonncl prot.-utivc equipment lnade-

5 
3 
I 

6 

102 
? " -· 

2ao 
102 

HJ.I 
100 
20 

:Ill 
3 
2 
l 

3 
3 

27 
I 

12 

11 

2 
4 

JO 
15 

100 

197 

76. o~~~~::::::.: ... : .. ~:-·· · · ···::::::::: :· ~ :::::: :::: :::::: 
L. Tonk Vessels 

77. Ullai:e holes or <''pansion trunk opcnln~ 
open without llun:e screens.............. 19 

78. Vent header drnlns ldt 01~·11 . . .......• I 
i9. Dt•1•k battens Or wooden !'Tlllillgs 1101 JlrO· 

\'hlcd "here needed •..•••••....... . . •• _ 
so. Failure to coml?lr with "Derlaration or 

Inspection Pr10r to l!ulk Cargo Trnns· 
fer" .•••••••••......••••••.•.......•.• 

SI. 01,her ••••• •••••••••.•.••••. 
M. Ferry and Excursion Ve$$e ls 

S:I. \"chicles not J>roperly S<'<"Urcd durinit 
M\"ill&rlon.. • .•••..•.•.•• 

sa. \ "chicle motors not turned oil during nan-
~ntion... .... . .••••.••• • 

84. Tllsulliolent cl1•~rnnce between vchicl••s 
tor cgr<'s:; or posscngrrs in emergency • ••. 

85. Darricades Ullll gates opened prior to 

5 

17 

2 

39 27 
I . ........ . 

6 1 · ···-· 

dockin)t.... • ••••••.••• I · -· · · . ..... . 
86. Passenger suren·fslon ill0<h•111ule ___ .•• 
87. Olber ....••••••••••••••••••••.... 

N. Miscellaneous 
88. Joh superv is ion l11odo11 1101.r .••••........ • 
S!l. 1.ack or su11crvlslon fl 11111inl-0111uire of 

90. r .~~w.fr~~g;;;.iiioii -ill" coii<iiici1og· di-ms •• 
91. Lack ofsut!Ment ~rsonnrl • .••••••••••••. 
9'J. 011, ruel ond/nr 1h>l>ris In bal~cs •• . . •••.••• 
9:1. Stoves, range~. l11'utcrs, hot plates, llln· 

terns, e tc .. not secured ngulnsl. ' es.~rrs n10\ emcnt_ .. ____________ .. ______ _ _ 

1 
6 

fl 
1 
3 

60 

4 •••• ----·· 
:l J 

4 

i G 
11 l 
2 !i 

9 ~I 
4 

21 

2 
94. Imule<1uote deck, gangway, 11assa1teway, 

ll~btlog •••...•••. .• . •....•.•. • • ••••• •••••. 2 3 
9~. l.."n!!llnltary comllllons ___ __________ ____ •. Ii 1 7 I 
00. Chain fall, Improper!~· """I •.•.••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••• 
07. Lack or Pr!'CllUtlons whlh• l'ITllllling rO· 

JlBll'S (lncludln1t warnJng notices, etc.) 2 J 1 
98. FlrsL·aid equl11rnent not ready for U S() 

IS 
1-12 

24 

~I 

73 

3 
120 

10 
II 
2 

4 
2 

00 
2 

12 

2 
161 

l 
.~ 
l> 

12 

24 
16 
14 

119 

4 

(m~'(licim• rhest. litter)................. . 1 3 I 6 11 
99. Stowageofshlp"s btoresimproper.......... 10 ••• ••• 7 1 18 

prior to cntni11g . .....•• ••••....•••• ••••. ...•• . . ......• •• 
52. U~e or toxic solvc11t in conllned spaces... . . 

10
1 ••• 

1
•
9
•• 

4 
..• 

16 

101. Other .•••••••.•........• . _ .••• . •••.•• 37 S 19 46 106 
100. Access o..-er dcckloods... ................ .. •••••• •••••• . ... ... 1 ··· 

53. Grease, dust, Hiter in ven t llul.lon syst.em .. 
54. Cowls, mushrooms. etc .• Croicn . .. •• 19 i 10 18 
M. Insullicient ventilation.... . .......... 6 6 5 5 
56. Other..... ••••••••••••• •••..•••••• li 11 i 4 

November 1959 

I 
•10 
64 
22 
39 

- ----- - -
Grand Total_ _______ _ ____ ____ 1,723 1,028 833 1,035 4,619 
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SS "STEEL AGE" HONORED 

THE SS "STEEL AGE," which went to the aid of a burning German 
freighter, the Crostale/s, a s reported in the Proceedings of February 
1959, has been honored by the National Safety Council, Marine Sec· 
tion, and the American Merchant Marine Institute with the Ship 

Safety Achievement Citation of Merit. 

--

Capt. Hewlett R. Bishop, Atlantic Coast Director of the Maritime 

Administration, made the presentation aboa rd the Steel Age. Capt. 
W. Olin, present master, accepted the citation in behalf of Capt. Wil
liam W. Myer, who is on leave, training for service aboard the NS 

Savannah. Reading from left to right : Mr. J. W. McDiarmid, man
ager, Marine Department, Isthmian lines, Inc.; Mr. Ralph E. Casey, 
president, AMMl; Captain Olin; Captain Bishop; Vice Adm. Edward 
C. Holden, president, U.S.P. & I. Agency; and Mr. l. H. Q uackenbush, 

vice president, Stales Marine lines. 


