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The **Noronic’’ Disaster

Statement of the Minister of Tronsport on
Tabling the Report of the Court of Investi-
gation Into the Loss of the S. S. Noronic

November 21, 1949.

On September 17th last I informed
the House that under the provisions
of the Canada Shipping Act I had ap-
pointed the Hon. Mr. Justice Kellock
of the Supreme Court of Canada to
act as a Commissioner to hold a for-
mal investigation into the loss of the
S. S. Noronic by fire in Toronto Har-
bour on September 17th.

The Commissioner sitting as a Court
of Investigation was assisted by Cap-
tains H. S. Kane and Robert Mitchell
as nautical assessors and Mr. Neil B.
Gebbie as engineer assessor.

Counsel appeared for the Depart-
ment of Transport, for Canada
Steamship Lines, Limited, and Offi-
cers, for the Attorney General of
Ontario, for the Attorney General of
the State of Ohio, and for the Sea-
farers’ International Union. Mr. W.
K. Campbell acted as Registrar of
the Court.

The Court held hearings in the City
of Toronto on eighteen days in Sep-
tember, October and November and
the final sitting was held at the City

of Ottawa on the 21st day of Novem-
ber, 1949,

Many witnesses were called to give
evidence and ample opportunity was
given to everyone who had personal
knowledge of the circumstances of the
disaster to come forward and testify.

I think I may say without fear of
contradiction that the Investigation
was searching, impartial and
thorough,

The Judgment of the Court was pro-
nounced this morning in open court
as follows:

COURT OF INVESTIGATION
S. 5. NORONIC

The Honourable Mr. Justice
R. L. Kellock, Commissioner
Monday, the 21st day of
November 1949,

This matter coming on for hearing
before this Court at its sittings held
at the City of Toronto in the Province
of Ontario on the 28th, 29th and 30th
days of September, the 3rd, 4th, 5th,
6th, 7th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, 17th,
18th, 19th, 20th and 21st days of Octo-
ber and the 7th day of November, 1949,
and judgment having been reserved
until this day and the same coming on
this day for judgment.

January 1950
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