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5. Globe American Corporatlon, Ko-
komo, Ind.
6. Buckler-Merwin Co., DPortland, Oreg.
7. Kearng Bros., Redwood Cliy, Culif.
II. Rafts of ell weood structure enclos-
ing gelld or homogenous buoyatit materials
conslating of balea wood, cerk or other buoy-
ant mualerials,
1. !\Lli ichael Hallward, Inc., Swampseott,
AN,
2. Petergon Manufactorlng Co., Port-
land, Orex.
3. willlam J. Jacpger Furalture Co.,
108 Angeles, Calif.
4. GQunderson Bros. Englucerlng Cor-
poration, Portland, Orex.
New York,

6. Root Mtructures, Ine.,
N, Y.
IIl. Rafis of wopd wiructure enclosing
parallel longltudinal hollow plywoed or

metal alr oxses.
1. N\'-’I_ginms aml Wells Co., New York,

Shieclds Awarded to

2. Bell Lumber Co.. Bell,

3. olvin-Slocum Toats,
bury, Muoss,

4. Blalreraft, Portland, Oreg.

Because of the lack of specific ex-
perience with any of the new type
rafts the Commandant has directed
that a sample of each of these rafts be
given exhaustive tests to determine its
ability to stand up effectively under sll
of the various hazards which may be
encountered under wartime condi-
tions. These tests will probably be
taken in the neighborhood of Balti-
more a8 soon as they can be arranged.
All interested persons will be notifled
well in advance,

Callf,
Inc., Amea-

New York Port Coordinater's Security Group

VICE ADMIRAL Russell R.
Waesche, al ceremonies held on July
§, 1944, in the Maritime Exchange
Building, 80 Broad Street, New York,
N. ¥., presented the United States
Coast Guard SECURITY SHIELD OF
HONOR to the following civilian
agenclies which are actlve participat-
ing members of the New York Port
Coordinator’s Security Group:

QFFICE OF THE COLLECTOR OF
CUSTOMS, PORT OF NEW YORK
Mr. Harry M. Durning, Collector

WAR SHIPPING ADMINISTRATION,
PORT OF NEW YORK
Mr. Walter W. Schwenk, Atlantic
Coast Director

FIRE DEPARTMENT, CITY OF NEW
YORK
Mr. Patrick Walsh, Commissioner and
Chief of Department

DEPARTMENT OF MARINE AND
AVIATION, CITY OF NEW YORK
Mr. John McKenzie, Commissioner

POLICE DEPARTMENT, CITY OF
NEW YOREK
Mr. Lewis Valentine, Comniissioner

MARITIME ASSOCIATION OF THE
PORT OF NEW YORK
Mr. Edward J. Barber, President

NEW YOREK FIRE INSURANCE
EXCHANGE
N. Y. City Division, N, Y. Fire Insur-
ance Rating Organization,
Mr. Sinclair T. Skirrow, President

The SECURITY SHIELD OF
HONOR was recently adopted for
award to organizgtions and individu-
als which have made important vol-
untary contributions in the develop-
ment of the port security program of
the Coast Guard.

The New York Port Coordinator's
Security Group, headed by Com-
mander Joseph J. Flynn, USCGR,
consists of all major groups connected
with the security of pier and harbor
facilitles in the Port of New York.
The group meets weekly to consider
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matters for preventing injury and loss
to waterfront facilities and vessels in
New ¥York, the world's largest port,
and the awards made were in recogni-
tion of extraordinary and voluntary
contributions of Inspection service,
manpower, and equipment which
have heen made by members of the
Group. The Qroup is but one of the
units of the Coast Guard's port secu-
rity corganization which is headed
by Rear Admiral Stanley V. Parker,
USCA, Captain of the Port of New
York and District Coast Guard Of-
ficer, under whose guldance the port
has achieved its greatest safety rec-
ord in history, despite the greatly
increased use of port facilities in sup-
plying battlefronts throughout the
world,

Guests of honor at the presentation
ceremonies included Vice Admiral
Herbkert F. Leary, USN, Commander,
Eastern Sea Frontier; Rear Admiral
Williamm R. Munroe, USN, Comman-
dant of the Third Naval District;
Rear Admiral Monroe Kelly, USN,
Commandant, New York Navy Yard:
Honorable Fiorello H. LaGuardia,
Mayor of the City of New York: Rear
Admiral Joel W. Bunkley, USN (Ret.),
Bupervisor of New York Harbor; Rear
Admiral Lorenzo C. Farwell, USCG
(Ret.y, Qfficer Procurement Officer,
Third Naval District; Commodore
Frederick G. Reinicke, USN (Rel.),
Port Director of the Fort of New
York; Captain Raymond L. Jack,
USCGE (Ret.), Commanding Officer,
Port Security Command: and Colonel
E. B. Towns, USA, Separation Officer,
Second Service Command, repre-
senting Major General Thomas A,
Terry, USA, Commanding Qeneral,
Second Service Command.

In making the awards, Vice Ad-
mirsl Waesche stated, ¥Since the out-
break of the present conflict there
has been no serious damage to or loss
of waterfront facilities in the world's
largest and most active port—the
Port of New York. This remarkable

record has been made possible
through the untiring combined efforts
of the organiszations comprising the
Port Coordinator’s Security Group,
which since October 1942, has been
meeting regularly once a week for the
purpose of considering matters for
preventing injury and loss to water-
front facilities and vessels in the Port
of New York. In the discharge of its
responsibility for the protection of
vessels, harbors, ports, and water-
front facilities, the Coast Guard has
been most fortunate in being able to
avall itself of the extraordinary and
voluntary contributions which have
been made by each of the organiza-
tions included in the Port Coordina-
tor's Security Group in the solution
of waterfront facility security prob-
lems, As a result of the many con-
structive conferences and meetings
which have been held between officers
of the Coast Guard and the organiza-
tions representing the Port Coordina-
tor's Security Group, it has been pos-
sible to move thousands of men and
untold quantities of war materials
smoothly and rapidly through this
vital port.

*As Commandant of the Coast
Guard, I am grateful for the oppor-
tunity afforded me to pay tribute to
the organizations which through their
unselflsh efforts and their valued ex-
perlence and knowledge have assisted
in assuring the security of the Port
of New York. As all of you know, the
invaslon is progressing satisfacto-
ri]Jy—I might say far better than had
been anticlpated. Now, more than
ever before, it is necessary to maintain
the steady fiow of suppiles from this
preat port to our fighting forces over-
seas. 1 am confident that our troops
will continue to advance steadily as
long as they are furnished with the
necessary supplies and munitions. It
is, therefore, Incumbent upon all of
us who are interested in the securliy
of the Port of New York to see that
nothing happens here to jeopardize
the prosecution of the war over there.”

The citatlon accompanying the
awards reads as follows: “For most
important contributions to the Port
Security program of the United
States Coast Guard. Since the jhcep-
tion of this program, these agencles
have made extraordinary and volun-
tary contributions of inspection serv-
ice, manpower, and equipment in fur-
therance of the Port Security program
of the Coast Guard in the world's
largest and most vital port, All are
active participating members of the
New ¥York Port Coordinator's Secur-
ity Group and have rendered material
aid to the Coast Guard in preventing
injury and loss to waterfront facilities
and vessels in the Port of New York,
thus assisting and facllitating the safe
and uninterrupted flow of cur coun-
try’s manpower and war materials to
the hattlefronts of the world.”






The Coast Guard's 154th Anniversary

ON ATUGUST 4, the United States
Coast Guard began its one hundred
and fifty-fourth year of service to the
Nation and fc¢ American shipping.
Orlginally founded to protect leziti-
mate shipping from the murderous
competifion of smugglers, it has ad-
vanced with technological progress in
marine engineering and with the com-
mercial progress of maritime trade to
act also as a preventive agency for
increasing the safety of lives and
property at sea. Today, under normal
circumstances, it is the Federal
agency charged with the maintenance
of all physical aids to the building and
retaining of 8 healthy and prosperous
Merchant Marine. Its maln conceran
is preventing disasters at sea, and if
disasters happen, despite all precau-
tions, fo lessen the material loss in
lives and property by rendering
prompt assistance., Under wartime
conditions, however, the Coast Guard
has assumed many additional duties
of a more transitory nature,

The many and varied duties and
services performed by the Coast
Guard in time of war result from two
circumstances. When the country is
at war, the Coast Guard serves as a
part of the Navy, At the same time
it is required to carry on most of its
nermal functions, some of which are
broadened and complicated by the
outbreak of hostilities.

For example, the Caast Guard's
peacetime responsibility for the en-
forcement of navigation laws and
those having to do with the anchor-
age and movement of vessels in har-
bors gain added significance in time
of war as part of the port security
program. $So, too, with vessel docu-
mentation and the ecertifyving of ship's
manifests.

In one port alone, during a single
month of the present war, approxi-
mately 1000 vessels found a berth.
The speedy examination and certifi-
catlon of ship’s papers under such
circumstances is an important war-
time obligation that contributes di-
rectly to the effectiveness of fight
fronts, thousands of miles distant.

The diversity of the Coast Guard’s
functions results from the fact that
the present Service represents the
combined functions of four distinct
Federal agencies—the original Rev-
enne Cutter Service, the Life-Saving
Service, the Lighthouse Service, and
the Bureau of Marine Inspection and
Navigation,

The Revenue Cutter Service origi-
nated in Alexander Hamilton's Tariff
Act of 1790, which authorized the con-
struction of armed sailing vessels ta
insure the coliection of the customs,
‘When the United States Navy was
established in 1799, it was specified
that the Revenue Cutter Service
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should always be attached to the
Navy during time of war.

This change-over Iram 'Treasury
control to Navy jurisdiction is auto-
matic on the opening of hostilities, but
it may be hastened by presidential
action. As war clouds thickened aver
the Western Hemisphere in 1941, the
President on November 1, of that year,
placed the Coast Guard under the
Navy for the duration of the “emer-
gency.” As a functioning unit the
Service was placed under the juris-
diction of the Secretary of the Navy
with the Commandant of the Coast
Guard continuing to administer the
Service, but directly under the Chief
of Naval Qperations,

Supervision of the ahchorage and
movements of vessels in United States
ports, now vested in the Coast Guard,
came about through a series of meas-
ures starting in 1915, On February
25, 1942, the President directed the
Secretary of the Navy to take all nec-

essary steps to safeguard the port and

water-front facilities in the United
States, its Territories and possessions.
Responsibility for port security was
then delegated to the Captain of the
Port organization hy the Comman-
dant of the Coast Guard.
Supplementing port security is the
Beach Patrol, established shortly af-
ter the outbreak of the war to patrol
and guard the country’s more than
40,000 miles of coast line and inland
waterways. While the activities of
this force in some respects resemble
the duties performed by the peace-
time life-saving Dbeach patrols, its
burpose is quite different, as are the
members” training and operational
methods. It is primarily a security
foree, designed to protect the coun-
try's coasts and inland waterways
against saboleurs, especially those
who might be landed from enemy sub-
marines and also to detect the pres-
ence of subs in coastal waters or any
other signs of enemy or “fifth col-
umn” activities along our shores. The
Beach Patrol, therefore, is distincfly
an innovation of this war, without
previous service counterpart,
Following the International Con-
ference oh the Safety of Life at Sea
held in London in 1913, the President
delegated to the Coast Guard the
maintenance of an International Ice
Observation and Ice Patrol service.
The Alaska patrol is no lenger in
operation, but the familiarity of Coast
Guardsmen with this region of
treacherous storms and difficult navi-
gation was of immense henefit to the
amphibious forces battling the Japa-
nese invaders of the Aleutians., Coast
Guard vessels have played an impor-
tant part in later offensive operations
conducted from Alaskan bases,
The Greenland patrol, on the other

hand, proved its worth in time of war
when the first convoys began passing
through the North Atlantic on their
way to Britain. The experienced per-
sonnel drawn from the ice patrol has
played an increasingly important role
in escort duty, submarine-detection
work, and in manning many of the
military vessels in convoys. In this
area the Service has seen action and
stustained losses in accordance with
its long tradition of valor and endur-
ance.

Another peacetime function of the
Coast Guard, servicing of aids to nav-
igation, has been of great aid in the
prosecution of the war, especially in
areas such as the Southwest Pacific
where little known channels and
newly won naval bases require navi-
gational markings and identification.

The transier of most functions of
the former Bureau of Marine Inspec-
tion snd Navigation to the Coast
Guard opened a vista of wartime re-
sponsibilities and opportunities from
two directions: one having to do with
the inspection of ships and their car-
goes and of problems connected with
seamen and the other concerned with
the development of better safety and
rescle equipment and devices for use
aboard vessels and lifeboats,

Coast Guard aviation, which had
performed s variety of duties before
the war in conjunction with fast res-
cue boats, is now the chief medium
of air-sea rescue work, saving hun-
dreds of survivors of air crashes and
of wrecked or torpedoed ships. Coast
Guard planes and air stations have
also engaged, to & large extent, in
patrel work of a military significance.

Among special wartime functions of
the Service are those it performs as
part of the Nation's naval forces, such
as manning troop transports and in-
vasion craft. These operations, to-
gether with the escort and patrol ac-
tivities of armed Coast Guard vessels,
beleng to the combat records of the
Service znd have accounted for the
greater part of the casualties it has
sustained,

In looking toward the future and
a return to its primary functions at
the war's end, the Coast Guard is
becoming increasingly conscious of
the ppportunities that lie ahead for
fostering a strong Merchant Marine
through increasing operating effi-
ciency by simpler and sounder safety
methods. The {rend is more and
more toward preventing the loss of
ships, the loss of men, the loss of
cargoes, and the loss of time through
concelvable disasters. For the only
standard of the Coeast Guard’s effi-
ciency is the efficiency of its sister
service, which it was created to serve,
the Merchant Marine.



































