2 October 1952
(WESTEERN FARER ~ |
BJORGHOIM = C-3 BQ)

From: Chief, Merchant Vessel Imspoction Division
Tos Comendant )
Vies Chief, Gffice of Merobant arine Jofoty

Subjs Marine Board of Investigationj collision SS WESTERN FARMER
;nd. tenkor BIORGIIOIM {Nowweglan), in Dover Straits, 20 August
952 | -

1. - Pursuant to the provisions of Title 46 C.F.R. Part 136, the recond
of the Marine Board convensed to investigute subject casuelty, togethor
vwith its Findings of Fact, Opinion and Recammeniation, has been reviewed

" and is forvarded herowith,

2.  The S VESTERN FARMER of 7239 g.t., with a full cargo of coal on
board was en routo from Noxrfolk, Va., to Bremerhavem, Cermany. On 20 August
1952 sbs wss in the Englich Channel where slight diffioulty wes experienced

~with her steering goar but which was restored to. normal functioning before

the oollision cccurred, While proceeding through the Epnglish Channsl the
MV BJORGHOIM (Norwegian) of 11,371 g.t., vas overteking the WESTERN FARMER,

- Bvidently a proper lockout woe not kept on the BJORGHOIM and although col-

| avoiding action was talten by the WESTERN FARMER, the BJORGHOLM ¢ol- -
lided with the port side of the VESTERN FARMR at approximately 1556 20 August
1952, Following this casuslty the UESTERN FARMER broke in two, the forward ’
part gsenk and the after part was beachked off Calais, France. HNe

wero sustained nor was thore any loss of 1life as a result of this casualty.
The weather conditions at the time of the casualty were as followss wimd
HIE, foroe 63 pertly olomdy; rough mortheasterly secaj visibility 7-10 miles,

3. The Board made the following Findings of Facts v
"1, The Norwegian dissel-propelied tanker BJURGHOIM collided vith
the Amorican ctosm freighter WESTERN FAIMER st 1556 GCT on 20 August
1952, in a position 51017'H, 01955,
%2. The vessels involved ware:

(=) The WESTERN FARMER of 7239 gross toms, official mumber
244284, @ dry cargo freighter tuilt in 1943, Liberty-

type, oporsted by the Western Nevigation ﬁ .i 52 Broade
ﬁi Revw Iorki B. Y. The mstor WRe
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“inf, WTI Division to 2 ostober 1953

coaamsatant o , oo (HESTERN FARMER ~ BJORCHOIM »

Bourd as vitnesses, failed to ansver duly served subpoenss.
&mm‘ﬁas.m.:;m,muu-
« (Mafer to cases N6 345“)).' e
5. The Boexd made the following Reccemsndations

| %1, o view of the particulars set forth in the above Opiniom, 5o

further astion is considered wvarrsnfed, and it is recommended that

this case be ologed.®

6. It in recwmenied that the Findings of Past, Opinion and Necommends-
tion of the Merine Board of Investigation be approved, , -

/s/ P. A, OVENDEN

P. A. OVEXDEN
FINST ENDGRSEMENT $o MVI mescranium of 2 October 1982 X o
7 Octoder 1952

Proms Obief mdwmm

Tos  Comssndart | |

' /o/ Ra A, SOTH
R. A, QTH
Asting

AFPROVEDS Ootober 7 1952
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