Compandant 's Action

o
Marine Poard of Inwestigation; eollls PRINS dILLEM ¥
(Hetheylands) and H?smmn?' W0, m tow, lake

Michigan, 14 Ootobar 1954

1. Pureuant to the provisioms of Titls 46 CFR Part 136, the record of

the Marine Board of Ipvestigation coaveoed to loveatipate subjeot casualty,
topether with its Finmdings of Fact, Conclasions, and Recommendations, has
bean reviewed,

2, During the evening of 14 October 1954 the M/V PRIRS WILIEM 7V (Vetherlands),
a general cargo vessel of 1567 g.t., was departing from Milwaukee en routs

to Sarnia, Ogtario, and the motor tug SINCLAIR CHICAGO, of 292 g.t., towing
astern on spproximately 200 4. of tow line the ladepn tank bBarge SINCIAIR

W3, 12, of 246 p.b., was inbound to lilwvauckes from Waukegam. The FRIES

WILIEK ¥V sighted the range lights =nd the port side 1light of the tug
AIFCLAIR CHICAGO off her starboard bow. Dua to tha off position of the lower
tow light on the SIRCLAIR CHECAGO, such light was not recognised as

ing vesssl Iight. The msater and mate on wateh on the

sighted no lights on the towed barge SINCLAIR ¥
veanel, tha FRINS WILIEM V changed course to the r.tﬁ o & £0 pass astern
of the SIECLAIR CHICACO, but pot knouing thal thw 3

ladep tank borge in tow. The wvatch on the SINCLIAIR CHICAGO obeerwed the -
FRINS WILIEM ¥V off to port op approxisately a parslleling course and

acroas the stern of the SEICLAIR CHTOAGO, the SINGLAIR CHICAGO played
search light on her towed barge astern and payed out the tow line to

tely 1500 f£t. n the PRINS WILIEM ¥ changed course to
mbutrmfwm&mh clese proimity, the FRINS JILLEM ¥
the towed barge SINCLAIR KO, 12, collfded at 1916 appreximately 1.7 miles
sast of the Milwevkes Breslsater entranse. Although no lives wers lo
a result of this cssualty, the FRINS WILLEH V wvas holed and sunk and the
SIKCLATH K0, 12 sustaiped bow damage.

HEHIRES

3. Hecommsndationa, paragraphs 1 and 2, of the Board recowmsnd that the
mumars of the SIHCLAIT CHICACO and the SITICIAIR NO. 12 ba cited for the
violation of 33 USC 253 (liphte towing vessel) and 33 USC 255 (lLighta
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towed vessol) mnd thet the mepter of the SINCLAIR CHICACO bo cited for
the violation of 33 USC 282 (whimtle signaln). Atteption is directed to
33 USC 244 which, in effect, provides that the offending wessel shall ba
liable for tho civil pepalty for the viclution of any of the Great Lakes
Statutory Pilot Rules. Aeccordingly, no proceedings mey be instituted
egainet the master for the eollection of any oivil pemity for vislation
of mny Great Lakes Statutory Pilot Rules.

4+ Recommendation, paregraph 3, of the Board recoxmends thet the mapter
of the M/V FRINS WILLEM V (Motherlands) be oited for the violation of
33 OFR 90.1 (vhintle eignals) and 33 USC 293 (Cenaral Prudential Ruls).
The Board in this rooommsndation states that there is doubt as to the
epplicabllity of the penally olouses for the above-cited wiolation of
the requiremants of the Great Lakes Pllot Rules., The Commmndart is of
the opinion thet olvil momstary penalties canzot be ascossed againet
sither Amoricen ¢ forelgn wessels for the violation of 33 CFR 90.1 or
33 USC 293. 33 CFR 90,1 is & regulation establiohed puwrsvant to 33 USC
24) wherain thire is provided no suthorisation for the asssssment and
collaction of any oivil penalties for the violation of any regulstion
established pursuant to its provisions, 33 USC 293 is the Ce;eral Pru-
dential Huls which provides that pothing in the Pl

any vegsel or the ownor or master or crew thersof from the conoegiwnoos
of any neglect to earry lights
lockout or of & neglect of
opdinary practios of
The elvil monetary
Pllot Fules provided by 33

Fuls, 33 USC 293.

i
gk

5. In econmmetion with Recomendation, paragreph 3, of a
af the record of inwestigation of subject casualty will be furniabed
the Wetherlands Covernment upon reguest by proper suthority of sush
Goveromant .

6. HReeommemiation, paragraph 4, of the Bosrd in effoct recomsends that
foreign vesssls operating on the Crest lLakes and thelr conmneting and
tributary vaters should be under the ecntrol and diroction of competent
personnal. In view of the incresse in the mmber of forsign wessels
opezated on the Great Lakes and their conmscting and tributary waters eod
the antleipated increass vhen the 3%, lavrencs Seavay project is coumpleted,
the matter of the competency of perscanal having the directlon and control
of such foreign wessels i receliving the active congideration of the
Compandant.
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7. A3 recommended in paragraphs 4 and 5, conalderation has been ard will
continge to be given to the efficacy of radio telephons safety calla in
the interest of safety to life, apd to the positioning of nevigation
lighte on vessals, :

2. Subject to the foregolng "Remarks™, the Findings of Fast, Concluaiona,
and Recommepdations of the Maripe Beard of Ioveatigation convensd to 1n-
vestignts subject casuslty are approved.

A. C. RICHMOND
Vica Admiral, U. S: Coast Cuard
Commandant




EIPORT
of a
MARINE BOARD OF IRVESTIGATION
convened at
Milwaukee,; Wlsconsln
To ingquire inoto and inveatipats the collision betwsen
the SIECLATR #12 and MV FRINS WILLEM V (DUTCH)
off Milwaukes, Wisconsin
o 14 October 1954




After full und meture deliheration, the Sesrd Tinds as follows:

FINNINGS QF FACT

Vobe: A1) times are Dentrsl Standard

1, The tug SINCTAIR CHITAGD, 0N, 225662, 292 gress tons,
o8 net tons, ls & twin diesel tup with two screws and twin
retYars, of 118,2' x 27,17 x 13,2' dimensicns, developlnp
1900 HF, The vessel wvas budlt in Wilmingten, Delawure, in
1926, measured in Houston, Texas in 1952 and is owned and
pparated by the Sinclair Refining Compuny, £00 Fifth .venne,
New York, New York and 146 Nerth sacker Nriva, Chieajo, I11,
The tug is an uninssected vessel end is used in Lhe towing
trade on the Great Lokes snd Jestern Rivers, She is rigzed
for poshing or tewing, A towing cnpine is mounted aft with
approximately 2,000 feet of 1 5/8" stwel cuble, The home
port of the SINCLAIR CHICAGD is Chicugo, I11. The tug normally
carries & crew of 16 persons,

2, The tank barge SINCLiIR Mo, 12, O.N, 169728, 846 gross
tons, 845 net tons, is an ummanned steel hurge of 193.8' x
35.9 x 14.5% dimensions, inspected amnd certificated for
Inland “aters tributary to the Gulf of Mexico and Great Lakes,
for cargo Gride " and lower, The harge has a pointed bow; -
aquare starn and has two skegs, ©5he has six cargo comoart=
ments with & capacity of 17 500 harrels an' has forepcak and
after neak wolds, The vessel wus built in Quiney, M-85, in
1927, has an esta®lished leoad line endorsed on 19 Peéhroary,
195k, and wes last inspected in Chica:o, I1l. on 27 July, 1954,
Tha hurge if also ownod and oparated by Sinclair Hefinine Co,
and lista Chicago, I1l. as home nort,

3. The motor vessel PRINS YIILYM V, Netherlsnis Heplstry,
an ooean Treishter, ON, 7318, home nort Rotterdam, Holland,

iz owned snd opersted by Mij Zeetranssert, N, V., Antheny

Ve Ter & Co, {Cranje Line) iest Plein 11, Rotterdam C, Nether-
lande, She iz 2 stesl huwll dry cergo Crelght vessel of 1967
gross tons, 812 net tons, 1s 258" overall, single screw with

4 low speed diesel enpine of 1500 HP, fvll speed 12 knots, and
has 2 caurgo holds, 2 hatches esach, with the deck house and
englne snaces located hetwesn holds, The vossel was built in
1940, sunk in the waierway ot Rotterdom for 3 years during
World War II, raised in 1947 and began salling a-aln 1n 1948,
She was last drydocked in Jenuary 1954, inspecied by Duteh
offlelals at that time and is clessed by Bureau Veritss, She
wes examined in Cleveland, Chio, on 2L July, 1954 and was lssued
g gertificate to carry 12 persons in sddéition to her crew of 30,




h, The SINCLAIR CHICAGO deserted Must Chicape, I11, at
soproximetely 1100 on 13 Ogtcher, 1954 pushing burges
SINCIAIR No, 11, cargs -ascline, and SINCL.IR No, 1?7, cargo
"6 hearr oil, bound for Milwaukee, s, The tow mut into
Yaukepan, I11, at 2115 on 13 Octoher fue to wouther conditicns
and moored . & the Hanna Ceal Deck. 'wrly on the 1lith the tug
tock SINCLAIR No. 11 in tow and contlnued on to Milwaukes,
arrivinz at 0902 on 1l Octoher, The tuy then retumed to
Wgukegen, arriving at 1330, 1 October, The SINCLAIR No, 12
was taken in tow und both vessels dep rted Waukegan at 1345,
bound for Mllwaukee,

Ba The tug wes rirzed with o towing hridle secured to the
forward of the twin “itts locuted on the port &nd starbosrd
gldes ol the SINCL4IR Mo, 12. The hridle was attuched to the
1 5/8° tow lino with approximately 820 feest of line out, the
length controllsad by the towing ensine and govermed by the
pravelling weathoar conditiona,

6, According to the muster of the tug, Mr, John Rasatich,
portahle side 1ights were lashed with marlin to these suma
bitts at the time the tow was made up 1n waukepan und turned
ofi, The side lishts were deseribed as complete unlts with
lamp and betteries in a waterproof csse, secursd to a 3'10Y
matal soeroon atd weiph akhout L0 pounds cach, He stated that
the batterins are chunped noriodically by the tug crew on
board the tug whers side lights alonpg with other running wnd
gilety 1lipghts used in towing are stored wntil needed on a
particul.r tow., He further stated that the slde liphts are
normally movmted on & plpe stand on either side of the how
at akheipht of &spproximately & feet ahove the deck, but on
this partleular occasion, the plpe stands wore miseing,

hance the temporary setup, with the screens lashed across the
hitts in 3 fore ond aft dirsction, The master testified that
it was he, who sercurcd the side 1i:hts und turnmed them on.

Ta after departing Waukegun, Outer "woy at 1401 on 14
Octoher, the tow proceeded toward Milwaukee wund passed
aporoximately 1 mile abeam of MIL:WTKIF 577TH POINT LIGHTED
BELL W7OT 1 (LL 1651) at 1858 on course 331°T, Spoed at

this time was cstimuted to he 8.4 miles per hour with the tug
&t fMull throttle and the bhurge riding direectly ustern on

BO0 fest of cable tuking sume spray over the bow, {Gee

Point X - Exhibit #2)

8, Suneet on 1L October, 195l at Milwsukee oceurred at
1711 and twilight ended hefore 1820, The wedther was cloudy
with good wisibility, wind WHNW and strong, sea from the W
end ehoppy, The lights of the elty were plainly vislhle Lo
the watch on the tug as the tow approzched Milwaukeo,




e, The PRINS WITLEM ¥ bepen her veyo ;e in Holland, had
called at various Grest Lakes norts and departed the Municipal
Transit Shell Jock at Hilwavkee at 1029, Octoher, bound

for Sarnia, Ontarie, with approximutely 720 tons of peneral
cargo 4t a dralt of 95" forward and 13'11" aft, a normal
draft with this smount of curpgo, st the time of departure,
her running lights were on, the gyro compass was in operaticon
{last check shewed zerc error), the radar was net placed in
oparition, althourh it was stated that the radar was in
operating condition, The mster, third mte and Cunsdian Pilot
ware on the hridge at the time of depurture from the dock ot
Milwvaukee,

10, At nightfall the romning 131, hts and deck light=s on the
tug SINCLAIR CHIC.GO were turnsd on and & check of the distri-
bution panel indicated that all were humming. 4 tell-tale
1light is on when & perticulur running 1i:ht 18 not switched on
and in addition, an sudio signal is mwunded when a2 Cilament
hurns out, "hese lights were:

a, Hasthead light (20 noint) &'10" ahove top of deck house,

b, Benge 1izht {32 point) 14'S" asove top of deck house
and 724" aft of musthead 1ipht

e, Towing 1i:ht (20 point) 2'6" above the masthead 1ight
and 11° aft of it

d. Side li:hts (10 point) at the level of deck house and
8lightly aft of the masthead 1light

&, Varlous deck li-hta

It is noted that the towing light is not in a direct vertical
.line either ehove or helow the masthead lizht and the tertieal
distance hetwoen them is less than the required &', (Seo
sppendazes 1 to p),

1n, It is noted that a 9 1/2" dismetor “ell-shaped loud-
epeaker is mountaed 9" to port of the masth ad light on the
tug and when trained lorward the loudspeaker will chstruct the
masthead light when viewed from 1 to 2 point shaft the port
heam, {See apnendages 1 to n)

12,  The SINCLAIR CHICAGD continued on course 331°T until
1905 when course was changed to 3059T Lo head to the northe
ward of the Milwaukee frealcall “ntrance, It wus intended

to continue on this course until scmewhat nerth of the entrance
where the tow was to he shortened for the nessupe Into Milwaukes
Rerbor,




13. The persons on wateh on the hridge of the SINCLAIR CHICAGO
at thiz tirma were the matar at the conning position, the relief
master as wheelsman, a lockout &nd a deck watchman, =ach of
holda & document issued Yo the Coast Gpard and
& deck hand holds & cartificate indorsed as

TTman, gession of a decumant wos not & ¢
eanloywent of the pereons on hoard the tueg, Hr‘m
who was acting as lookout, stated that he saw the running
lights of tha tug, includmp the towin: licht, priar to coming
on watch at 1855, Zach of the persons on watch stated that
he parsonally sew the green and red sida 1lichts of the burge
betwsen sunset and 1905 of 1l Oetober, 195k,

1k, The PRINS JI.LI.:‘RH ¥V passad through the breskwiter entrance
at 1905 on courze 090°T and at full speed of 12 kmots en rouwte
the point of depurture for lLake Carriers' Apsoclation courses
from Milwavkee, Wis, epproximately 2 1/2 miles due east of the
bredkwall, The vaessel was placed on sutomatie pilot when

¢lsar of the wreskwall, Shortly after this, Mr, [ the
Canedien opllot went below after the third mate sssumed the conn,
{Point X, Exhihit Wo, 4)

15, At 1908, the second mute, Mr, [N, reolisved
the watch and the third mute went helow, The third mate had
sightod the lirzht of a vossel on the starboard Bow of the PRINS
WILL™M V and had passed this Information on to the second mate,
The persons on watch on the hridge of the FRINS WILLEM ¥

at thiszx timo wore the socond mate and the master, who was
acting as lookout, It is noted that there was not a regular
wheslsman on watch in the wheel house at thls time, Likewise
no lookeut, other than the m.ster, was stationsd cither on the
hridge or I::-'u the bow,

14, At 1910, the sccond mote took & heurin- of 1.?1.': T on
the lights on the starhoard how (SINCLAIR CHICAGO),

eatimeted her distance as ? miles, The mustar and thu gacond
mate both cbserved the SINCLAIL CHICAGD through binoculars,
The master atates that he saw only one vessel carrying mast-
head, rénge and rod aide light, He also saw some deck lights,
In cbserving tho red side light he determined the passage to
be port to port and knew that he was the burdened vessel, He
stated that he did not see any lighte to Indicate the oresence
of & towed wvessel,

17. Two minutes later, at 1912, thsa sccond mate took another

bearing on the aunrudtll:l.ng vessel, nov estimated at 1 mile

distance, This bearing was 121°T prautln:allr the same as t.ha

first, On the strength of this almest constant hearing, the

master advized the mute to come right to 1L0° T, 4 courss ﬂhanp'-e 2
of B0, The mate took the vossel off autematic nllot and

aagumed the jJjob of wheelsman himself, He continued to %tesr

mamally from then on and chanped course quickly to 1LO'T,

placing the 1lithts ohout ? points on the port bow, This chanpge

in course was not accompenied hy a sound signal.,
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18, A= the vessels approached ons unother, neithar the
muster nor the second mate of the “RINS WILL:M ¥ saw anything
to indiocate the pr-sence of the barge., It was stated hy the
magter that ho could possibly have mistaken cne of the two
lighte on the foremast of the SINCLalll CHIC#.D to be & deck
light. However, he did not ses any side lights on Lhe Yarge.
Although the PRINS WILIEM ¥ was equipped with redsr in operat-
ing condition, it was not bhelng used,

17. when the Wearing of the SINCLAIR CHIC.SD had drawn

down the port side to about 5 polnts, aporoximately 0D85°T,

the master advised the mate to come left slowly and round his
atern, The distance hetween the two woss~ls was now somewhat
less than 1/2 mile. The mate started the vessel swinging

left slowly, then put his rudder amidship so that the vessel
came laft very slowly, Testimony indicates that nelther neraon
was yot aware of the presence of the hurge, althoush the captain
was oo the starboard wing of the bridge,

20, Over on the tug SINCLAIR CHICAGO the red side 1light of
the cuthound vessel (TRINS WILISM ¥) had heen sighted a few
moments orevicusly. With the mumher of hackpground llghts

from the City of Milwaukee confusing the plcture it is qulte
understanduble why the side light was the first noted rather
than the meathead or range 1izht, At the time the PRINS WILLTM V
«was gighted by the tug the bearing was 2-3 points forvard of
the port beam snd the distance estimated to be about 1/2 mile,
A Temsrk was passed between the master of the tug und the
relief master on the wheel that the ocutbound vessel must be

a foreign vessel or a Coast Guurd cutter as no security call
had been heurd on Chennel 51 of the ship-shore radic telephone
which they were guarding in the pilot house, No passing slgmal
wag initiated by the SiNCLAIR CHICAGO nor did he hear any
signal from the other vessel. When it was noted how near the
PRINS JILLFM V was, the mavter of the tug turmed on his carbon
apec search 1lisht und directed it toward the tow, & commom
practice on tugs in the Weetern Rivers, ahout this tims the
range 1lithts of the PRINS WITLI™M ¥V were sighted and it appearsd
that the wvessel was swinging left as if to attemnt & passape
hetween tup and tow, The master of the tug stated that he
immediately sounded the danger signsl of seversl hlasts on the
air whistle and played the search light from the tow to the bow
of the PRINS YITI'M V and »ack again. The léckout was ordered
aft to stend hy the towing engine, The master of the tug
stated thaet he could sce the side lights of the tow clecrly

at this time and aleo the deck of ithe barse in the seurch light -
beem, It soon hecume apoovent to the master of the tug that
the PRTNS WILL"M ¥ was 7oing to pess hetween the tug and the
tow and 3o he ordered that the tow line be ncid out and stopped
the enpines on the tug, The fow line rin ocut quiekly to an :
estim:ted 1500 feet und pust wawve drooned gquickly to the bottom




ta westimony ceveals that vpon subhsequent exsminetion of the
tawing cable, oo marks were found on 1t indicating that the
PRING WILLSM V struck tho tew line. Once the strein was off
ihe tow Tine the hurge slowed down as could be expectoed, hawaver,
¥ this tims it was too lute and the starboard bow of the harge
SINCLAIN Wo. 12 streck the star-pard side of the "RINS JILU'H ¥
at 4 point judged to he abreust of hateh No, 2 of carpo hold
Ho. 1 just forward of the forward enmine room hulkhead, The
tnganl CRING MTTEM ¥V muat have heon holed sevsrly in this area
gt or helow the water line, The vessels nirted ind the h.rge
gea.n struck the PRINS WWTLSM ¥, this time in the engine room
comnartment whera a hole 2' x 15" muandng fore .nd aft abov:
the waterline was made, The vessels then slid clear of each
other with the PRINS YITIFM ¥ crossin: the how of the SINCLAIR
¥o, 12, The collision occurred at 1918,

2. Security calle are informel announcements of movements
of wessels hroadeast over Channel 51 hy the nerscnnel of Great
lakes vespels. The master of a wessel enter ng or leaving a
dock or port will sdviee anyone listening on Charmel 51 of his
intentions und thus an informal method of traffic control is
established. The master of the tuy commentod on the fuet
that this practice 1s Botgenerally followed by Torelgn vessels
or serviee vessels,

22, As the PHINS WILL:M V was swinging left alowly from
1o®T to cross under the stern of the tug, both the master and
the socond mate saw the heam of the SINCLAIR CHIC#GO's search
Iipht und kmew that something was amiss, lhey did not hear

the danger signel, due possihly to the engine nodsges of &
motorship, The rudder was ;ut herd right when spray was

gighted on the starhosrd how close choard, The master was on
the starhoard winz of the “weidge., "oth he und the sccond mate
stated that they did not at any time see uny wisihle side
lirhta on the barge, includine that instant Just nricr to the
collision and that the sishtins of the search light and
apotting the spray woere the “irst indic.tions of a towed vessel,
As the rudder wes put hard right the Cant.in reslizod that a
collision was in the making snd hooed io minimize the domase

by swingin- toward allipnment with the other wessel, Na
whistle simmals or change in speed was madeby the PRINS WILIFM ¥
wp to the time of the collision,

23, The collision oocurred at 1916, althouph logred on
hoard the tug SINCL:IR CHICAGO as 1918, The muster of the
FRINS WILL™ V¥ had chacked his watch azainst the chronometer
prler to loaving Milwaukee so that it is assumed that the time
kept hy the PRINS WILLMM V was the correct time., The collision
oocurred aporoximately 1.7 milas due east of the bhreskwotar
entrance at Milwaukoe, Wisconsin,




2l The personnel of the tupg did not hecr the collision or
feel any shock through the twing line, so it wes mot wntil
the PRINS “WILL"M V cleared the harge thot the mester of the
tug ohserved thut the harge wasz down hy the “ow and that the
gida lizhts were not burning and that a colllsicm had occurred.
At this time he notified the Cpast Upard cof the colllisicn
and hopun retrieving hiz towing line in order to briag her
alongside and cast off thoe bridlse and 3o to the assiastance

of the stricken vessel. The master of the tugz stated that
he decided .-ainst cutting his tow line and poing immediately
to the assistance of the PRINS WILIEM V a5 he did not want to
leave the SMHCLAIR No, 12 lowded with oil and improparly
lizhted in the oath of tralffie., LiKewise, he had not yrt
heard any Jdistress call fram the PRINS LILLGM W,

25, The PRINS WILLTM V bugan meking water in cargo hold
Ho. 1 and as a starboard list developed, the enging spaces
also hegan to £111, The enpines stonned shortly after the
eollision a8 the fyel line and omps were rendered useless,
The suxilisry renerator continued to ran Cor sheut 1/2 hour,
providing li-ht for the stricken vessel. The first mate and
chief mmpinoer informed the master that the wessel was sinking
and damape contral efforts wonld he fruitless. The sumps
were randered inoperativa by the collision cnd the holes in
the hull too large to combat. [Precartions were made to
ahandon shin and a YAYTAY distress piven at 1930,

B, The Coast Guard responded quickly to the emergency.
The ookout on wateh gt the MoKinley Jeach Idfebcat Station
gpoted o goarch lizht at 191‘;, rarorted it and then heard
the ecllision »elng reported, Motor Jesgue “oat Eﬂ-jﬂﬁ?é
deported the 1lifehoat stotlon at 1918, followed shortl, by
Motor Lifehoat C0-36505, The CGC HOLLYHOCK got underway
from the hase Milwaukee at 200L4 to assist,

2T The erew departed the sinkine wessel in the fwe life-
boata without incident, 22 porsons in the lifehoat o the low
glde and & poarsons in the boat on the hiph sida, The muster
and radic operctor remained on bosrd & fow momsnts after the
erew departed, The vessel now hud a list of 55-60 degrees and
at awout 2000 the radio operator and then the master ’
departed the vesael by stepping from tho ail te the Coust
Opard picket boat alonpgside, :

28, The tug had the burpe alongside and free by 1958, The
barpe was down soma hy the bow which was awash., The barge wus
oxtensively darmsred in tha collisicon, the how was wrapped
arcund on the starbesrd side and set hack scre £ feet, It was
noted, when the iog perocmnel went on “oac! the GIHGLLIE Hoo 12
to cast o%f the towine hridle, that the side lights and screens
from Woth gides wore missing ond there was no indicution of




what had happened to them, MNeither hitt was dam:ped and both
ends of the bridle were s%ill over the hitts., It wes ussumed
by the tug nersonnel that somehow the side lights were carried
asay in the collisien although the dumaze was on the Stem and
cn the starboard side and did not extend baek = far as the
bitts. At the time the seamen were on the “wrge, they alse
retrisved the white stern Llisht from the barge emi ploced a
rod lantern amidships,

2. The tug arrived alontside the sinking vessel at
anproximately 2008 and saw that nothint eould be done to assist,
The PRINS YILL*M V sank at 2027 in & position estanlished cs
anoroximately 3 3/L miles, 0P0°T from MIIMAUKE™ WREAK-ATER
LIGHT (LL 1657) in 70 feet of water, The positien of the wreck
has heen murked hy huoys, The owners of the wnssel have

of ficelly ehendon~d her svhsequent to the gsinking, The
estimated loss to the FRINS WILI M ¥ was $1,250,000 for the
vessal and 3750,500 for cargo., The dam e to the t:nk harpe
STHCLAIR No. 12vas estimated to he £15,000,

3o, There were no injuries or loss of =ersonnel on the
PRINS WILLSM V. All persons from the RINS WILLTM ¥ were
token on “oard the Coast Guard vessels aftor they had departed
. the sinkdng wnssel in their own 11febocats and wore trensported
safely to Milwsukee, -/isconsin,

2. Seaman spprentice [N (oo::-:35)
U, 5. Coast Guard Heserve, on hoard the CG-30378 was slightly
Injured on his left hand when it was caupght hetwsen the crash
boat cnd one of the lifehcats on the PRINS WILLEM W,

3z, Tha fell-wing perscns wore intorviewed and their
tastimony ie attached:

1., John C, Sametich, master of SINCIAIR CHICAGOD

' Home - , Uhieago, I11,
- s Bellef master of SINCLAIR CHICAGO

Chicagn, I11,
Tankermen, SINCLAIR CHICAQO
- leld, Jisconsin
L. O Teckhand, SDNCLAIR CHICAGO

Home - Sayfleld, Wiseeonsin
5. FPlerre J, i, Huilrend, Master of PRINS JILLM V,

tterdam, Holland
Mnd mate of PRINS WILLTM V,
Laren, North Holland

7. Chief mate of PRING JILLAM ¥,
REotterdam, Holland
a8, Chief Cogpinesr of PRINS (ITLEM V.

Home - _ Jessperkarapel, Holland




COMCLIIE IONS

1. That the collision hatween the T™utch veasel PFRINS WILLIM V
and the "nited Stetes tank harge SINCLAIR Mo, 12 cccurred at

1916 on 1 Octcher, 1954 at a position aporoximately 1,7 miles
1029 from MILTATEKEE SHTAKIATFR LIGHT |:I.L 1657) and the PHINS
WILLFM V senk at 2022 in a positlon aporoximotaly 3.75 miles
NS0°T from MIIWAUKE. 8RCAXYATFR, The collision occurred

in Tnited States waters,

2. From close examination of the demave to the barge
SIRCLAIR Wo, 12 it is concluded that the angle of ilmpact

ba n tha barge and tha FRINS WILLEM V was approxima
5:.3":& that the PRINS WILLFM V was further to the left

the 118°T testified to be the course at the instant of collision
with the bu which was on & course of 3058°T. It would have
been imposoible for the PRINS WILL™M V to have closed on the
barge from the port side swinging left from 1L0°T unless the
awing was continued to a course where the range of the tug and
lléggawbunllrunuldha elosing, In swinging from 1L0% to

1 the renge would still have been opening and only purallel
on 125°T7, Thus to mave to the left and get astern of the tug,
it follows that the PRINS WILIFM ¥ must have swing materially
laft of 1189T and it is felt that the PRINS WILLI'M V must have
been closed to 060PT at the instant of collision, This is
further spyhatantiated by the statement of the sacond mate

that when tha spray of the barge was firat sighted 1t waa
sppruximately 60° on the starhoard bow,

3. After considering all the testimony concerning the

side lights on the harge SINCLAIR Wo. 12, the Toard cannot
halp tut reach the conclusion that the slde lights were not
securely placed on the barge in a monner az indicated hy the
master of the tog SINCLAIR CHICAGD arnd there is strong doubt
in the minde of the Roard that they were ever placed on the
barge, The hurpe not heing nroperly lichted wus in violatlion
of Rule & (33 USC 255) of the Pilot Rulea, In support of thia
conclusion is the fact that the slde lithts wore missing after
the collision and there wes no physical evidence to indiecatae
what happened to them, It is deduced that had the side lighta
been secured in the manner stoted by the master of tae {tug
and hed somehow been knocked off the bitts betwsen the time
the vesssl lef't Waukegan and the time the side llghts were
sdmitted by the tug personnel to be missing, there would

have besn some evidence of them, such as a plece of marlin,
part of & screen or light. Thers is no testimony indicating
that hoarding seas were encauntered by the buorge on tha voyage.
Forther, there was evidence that the actual striking betwesn
the burge and the PRINS WILLEM V was not jolting. No cne was
inocked down by the impace on the PRINS JILLIMV. The demige
to tha burge was of crushing type rother than a shattering




type as the how of the harge was rolled hack along the starbhoard
side. Likewlse, the bitts were not damaged in the collisien .
and the damazed area does not extend ss far aft as the bitts

on either side,

L. Purther, it is noted that although the master of the
tug described in some detsil just how he sccured the side
lights, he did not know thc actual physical shupe of the bitts,
He seemed extremely lfamilisr with these purtieular bitta as

e teastified and explained with the use of a [ree hand drawing
how the scresns were placed on the top of rounded head type
bitte, The hitts are, in fact, of a hollow construction
(appenda-e Q) and quite unlike the anes he was describing.

It would ap-wear that he was not as lamlliar with the barge

as he indicate, Thae los of the SINCLAIR CHICAGO shows that
the entire operetlon of making up the tow in Waukegan, I11,
took ahout 15 minutes, This ineluded placing the towing
bridle on the barge, and sccuring the harge for rough weather
by removin~ the ventlleting covers on the deck area and
replacine them with wooden “locks, which were driven in ths
vents, It does net appear that thers was sufficient time for
the master to have checked on 2ll these thinee as he testified -
and in additlon, porsomelly sccure side 1i-hts to the biths,
Thess undts weiph shout L0 pounds sach according to the
statements of the tug personnel., If they were placed on the
bitta they would huwve had to he very securely lashed as there
was no guide or hracket on the hitts to provide for allipnment
with the keel, A1l this would take time even when a person
wag familiar with what he was doing and in this case we have
the master placing &4 temporary Seiup on the barge.

c. The direct testimony of the master and the sccond mute
of the PRINS WILLZM V, that at no time was the red side light
viginle to them [urther substantiates the conclusion thot

this 1light was not on the bitt at the time of the collision,

It iz diffieult to reconcile the testimony of all the witnessess
on the tug thet they saw the side lights on the harge at
various times From sunset until just prior to the collision
with the ferepoing facts, However, when all evidence is
considered, the only logical conclusion is thesone reached

by the Board,

B That the tug SINCLAIR CHIC/GO was carrying 2 lights
forward to indicate that the vessel was towing another vesasel
agtern, Sworn testimony hy the persons on watch on the tug
stating that the towing lishts were turned on at sunset and
that the lights were obzerved hy the tug perscnnel to he
hurning supports this conclosion, Howewnr, the twe lirhts

on the foremmst of the tug SINCLALIR CHICAGD ware not properly
spaced, FHule L of the Pilot Holos for the Great Lakes states
that the twe lights shsll %e in a wertical line snd not less
than & feet apart, Actual measursmmt proves these lirhts

to he only 276" apert in 2 vortisul direction and not inma
vertical line as the lower of the two lichts is spaced 11




forward of the other, This is « vicl.tion of Rule L {33 USC
253) of the Pilet Rulos for the Great lakes, The mester of
thePRINS WILLEM V stated that he did not ses s light to
indicate & towing vessel. He also stated thet he misht have-
mistaken cne of the two lichts on the loremast to be a deck
1ight, It is deduced that this must have been the cage,

The lower of these twe lights sita right on top of the
whealhouse set hack & Wit from the forward edge, It 1as
noted thut the position of the horn-shaped louwd spozker om
top of the wheelhouse, port side, at time obstructs the are
of visibility abaft the port beam of the lower of the two
forward white lights, It is belisved that the cbatruction
hod very little, if any, bearing on this case,

7. Thet the mester of the tug SINCLAIR CHICAQO cid not
sight the out ound motor vessel PRINS ‘IILFEM V unitl the
lutter woesel was apnroximataly 1/? mile distance, It is
difficult for the Josrd to conclude that a propor wateh was
not heint maintained since, at the time the PRINS WILLEM ¥
hed the 1ights of the City of Milwaukee, sconsin in the
hackground,

8. That the muster of the tup SINCLAIR CHICAGO failed to
sound & signal when the PRTNS WILL™M ¥ was firest sighted,
2 points forward of the port bheam within 1/2 mile distance,
The Pilot Rules und amplifylng regulations clearly state a
vessel's cgbligations when pagsing within & half mile of
ancther vessel, irrespective of whether a course change is
required or not, The Jocrd does not concur with the contan
tion of the master of the tug that a passing signal at this
time would have confused the piocture, and it is concluded
that the mastor vicl.ted Hule 23 of the Pilat Rules {33 TSC
288) when he failed to initiate a one klast signal,

9. -+ That the PRINS WILLCM V Si:hted the liphts the tug
at & tely 2 niluu&rdiatant bearin: about 120 T and

oot d on course 0% apeed 12 kmota for approximately

S minutes from the first sighting and at 1912 changed course
to 140°T. The master of the PRINS wILLM V failed to sound
a aignal to indicate this change of course to starhoard,

the wesael then being approximately 1 mile from the SINCLAIR
CHICAGD, Coast (pard Regulstlon 90,1 Subchapter E, Chapter I
Title 33 requires that a vessel: "uxIn &1l weathers every
stean vesssl undervway in taking any course authoriged or
required by the rules in this part, shall indicate that course
by the following signals of her whistle = - - and every steam
vepsel receiving a signal from another shall promptly respomd
with the same signal or sound the danger signalsw#", It is
h-1d that had the master indicated his course change as




required, this would have bheen sn ecarlier indication of the
presance of the PRINS YILISM ¥ to the tug STHCLAIR CHICAGO
than actuslly occurred and would kave piven the tug more time
to ohserve the movement of the PRINS WILL™M V,

19, The mazter of the =RIN3 YWILL™™ V contended that under
Coeat Ouard reqplations 90,10 the privileged vessel should
have initlated the signal as this was a ercssing sitmation.
The muster stated thet it was hard to hear whistle simels
of unother weasrl on the noisy hridge of the motor vessel
"RINS WILLK V. TNesoite this, -hen the PRINS WILTTN V, mot
hearing a signal from the tug, changed course, this change
of conrse by thy TRINS WIFTEN ¥ should have heen indicated
with the proper whistle signal,

11, That the muster of the tug SINCLAIR CHICAGD did sound
the danger signil st & time when it became aprarent to him
that the PRINS JILLFM ¥ was standing into denger and did at
ahout this time torn on cnd shine the poweriul curbon are
search 1i*ht on the harre and toward the PRINS JILLIN V.

At this time the PRINS WILLEM V was abaft the port heum of
the SINCLAIR CHIGAGO and closing rupidly toward the tow,

12. That a priper wateh was not being maintained on hoerd
tha PRINS YITL'M 7, It iz concluded that the master did not
constitute & properly posted lookout, It is chvicus that s
m.ster he had othir duties and ohligations than strictly
lockout dutles, 't is conclmded from the testimony that the
master of the vessel actually took over the conning of the
vessel and orderec all course changes, In addition, hn kept
track of the time, he chaerved the courses of the vessel o
the repeaters and :te-ring compass and he received the report
from the first mat« th.t the vessel was secured Tor sea, The
faets disclose that he did not continue to chserve the tug

as closely a8 & lootout should and did not look at the

throush plasses apan after he onece sew tha red side light and
determined on part io cort. He did not continue to scsn the
horison ae istil's scle duty of & proper lookout nor was he in
the proper nositlon "ar & lockout which 1s on the “ow, There
ware no weather or sia condltions which would have made it
Aifficult to nlace a Llsokont on the how, The second mate
assumad the wheel watth takiny the vessel off auntomutic pllet
and continved to act :s wheolsaman wp to the point of collislon,
This meant that the serond mate was limited to thess duties and
precluded him from actng as a leckout, It was further cone
cluded thet with only ‘wo offieers and no other nersonnel heing
on witch on the bridge of this wessel und both belng precccupled
with other duties that “he PRINS YILLEM V was “eing navigated
in congested wuters witlowi proper lookout comtrsry to Rule 28
{33 "S5C 293} of the Pilc: Hules for the Great Lekes,




13, That the maneuvering ictions of the master of the PRINS
WILLM ¥ wera logieal if hused on the assumption that the 7RINS
VILL'M ¥ were meeting a single vessel. 4 hearing was taken
shortly alter sighting the tur and checked 2 minutes later,
When a eollision course was indicated, 4he cowrse of the PRINS
YILLTM ¥ was changed abruptly to starboard and when the bearing
had drawn sufficlently aft, a slov swing to port was started
to round the stern of the tug, The elosoness that & “nrdensd
vessnl pusans under the stern of a privileged vessel is a
matter for the master himself to decide with due repard ta
orudent seamanship, It 1s Telt that he was allowing sufficient
room in clearing tug SINCLAIR CHTCAGD, These actions

were a1l normel under the ususl circumstences of giving way

to a privilsged vessel, “hen the master of the PRINS “JITI"N ¥
bacame aware of the presence of the burge SINCLAIR No, 12, it
vas too late lor evasive uction and the collision was inevitable,

1,  That the pilot on the PRINS WILLEM V was not involved

in the maneuvering of that vessel sfter she passed through the
breakwuter. However, althoupgh not required by law or regulation,
it 1s concluded that the licensed pilot sheuld remein in charg
of directing the wvessel's movemenis while in con:ested waters
and in this case wntll the vessel was placed on course fop

Polnt Betsie,

15. Thet the master of the tug SINCLAIR CHICAGOD used
Jedpment when he slocked of{ the towing cable just prior to the
collision and in not cutting the tow line immediately ofter

the collision and going at cnee to the sid of the stricken
vessel, The tastimony indicites that he wes not aware of the
gatun]l extent of damape to the TRINS WILLM V for some time
after the collision and he hud in his charge a harpe loaded
with cll directly in the path of the inhound and out

traffie, whose side lights were now chserved %o “e extinpuished,

16, That no personnel of the Coast Jyard or any other
Government fipency contributed to the caswalty., The Coast juard
resnonded smartly to the emerpency and had rescue vesssls
underway almost immediately,

17. That no fuilure of material was involved,

ia, Tat no wncharted or incorrestly charted urea or cbjects
were involved.

19, Thet universsl use of security calls by ocuhound and
inhound vessels mizht have prevented thir accident,

20, That the use of radar, which as zvailsble, by the motor
veaasl PRINS WILLEM V might have prevented this aceident,




RECOMNTATIONS

1, That the ownors of the tup STNCLAIR CHIC: GO and tank
barge SINCLAIR No, 17 he cited for viclution of Rules | and &
(33 "1SC 253 and 255 rescectively) of the Pilot Rules for the
Creat Lakes,

2. That the master of the tup SINCLAIR CHICAGY be cited
for violaticn of Rule 23 (33 USC 288) of the Pilot Rules for
the Groat Lakes,

3. That the master of the motor vessasl PRINS WILLEM V

be ecited for vicluticn of Section 90.1, Subchapter E, Chapter I
of Title 13 and Rule 28 (33 USC 203) of the Pilot Bules Por
the .reat Lakes., The Ho.rd recognizes that there may be aome
question as to the applieaility of Hules snd Regulations to
fareign vessels and statutory penclties ceing imposed for

the violation thereof. If this is correct, it iz recommend-
ed thut appropriste legislation be sponsored to correct this
sityation, It is further reccmmended that & complete copy of
the record of this Boerd be transmitted through the State
Department to the Comsul for the Netherlands Govermment for
such action as the Nutherlands Govermment may decm necessary
in connection with the mester's license,

b, That when a fereign vessel (excivding Cansdisn and
United States weasels, which are oxempt from this recommenda-
tion by virtue of Article I of the Convention Concerning
Boundary Weters between the United Stutes and Conada signed
at dashington, D, €., 11 Janmury 1979} operates on the Great
takes and thelr conneeting an! tributicy waters; 1t shall be
nder the gortrel ef an avthorized poerson at all times, Ad
I'Iu‘thuri_lui:’l nerson shall he one who has proven 3o the satisfacs
tion of either Canadian or lnited States authorities that he
is familiar with the apolicshls Pilot fules and waters, Such
& requirement would necessurily he o matier Cer intern:. tional
arfeement betwern the United States snd Caneda,

- That consideration be given to amplifying the regulu=
tione contuined in the Telecommmnications Conference for
Promotion of Safety on the Great Lakes By Moans of Radio,
between the United Statos and Copadu, to ineclude @ section

-relating to the use of the.rejioteleshone as a sechirity measure

byirequipin::vesgels to' make xnown their maneuvering intentions
w entering and deparfing & nbrt of the United Siates, Such
&8 requirement would necessarily be &4 mutter for intemational
apraement betweon the United States and Canada,




&, That considerction be given to amplifying the Pilot
Fules for tha Geoat Lakes ond Their Connceting and Trihutary
daters and the 5t, Merys River and Reguletions issued under
Title 33, Subchspter E of Chapter I to include speelfie
minimm haighta for side light on horpes,

T That the case be clesed and no Murther action he t
talean

The Sourd then adjourned to awalt the actien of the convening
anthority.

HAROLD C, H:E'EH!

Captain, U, 5, Coast Guard
Chairman

Gumm&nde;',.[l. 5, Coast Cuard
Membaor

KRTHUR R, WILOOK

Commander, U, S, Coast Guard
HMexber

Lt, Commander, U. 3, Cosst Uuard
hecorder
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