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From: acting Chief, Merchant Vessel Inspection Division

To: Commandunt

Vvia: aeting Chief, 0ffice of Merchant larine Salety

Subj: Karine we.d of Investipation; sinking of [ishing vessel SIGHAL WILL in -
CataliraChannel, California, on 10 June, 1350, with loss of 1ife.

1. Fursuant to the proviszions of Title 406 C.FP.TL. PFart 136, the  record n~f :

the Marine Poard convened to investigate subjoct casualty, together with its Ean

Firndinge of Fact, Opinions and Heeormondaiions, has been reviewed and ls for- e e

viardoed herewith.

2. The Metorboat SIGHAL TTLL, 14.86 gross ions, & converted 1.CVP bullf dg,
1944 was decumsnted ag & commercial ishing vessel. A% or about OB0O, 10 June,
1950, ihe STOMAL HILL with eighteen malse passenfers for hire and two orew mem-
bars on board departed from Lon: Beach, California, on w fishing exeurslon. ' B
Following failure of the it tank the SIGMAL NILL st 1500 departed [rom -
Catal ina Island for return te the mainland. When halfway betwesn Cataline

Islond and 4ho mainlapd the sea lecame choppy and due to free walter in the

vesscl togeiler with open perts in the machinery apace throuwgh which additiomal i N
water was shipped, Ltho englne room bacame [looded and the vessel foundersd at oF
atout 16565 at which time the vessel was abardoned., The surviwers were rescued g3
at or about 1900. As a result of this cmsualty the following pargons aboard y 1
the SIGNAL NMILL lest their life.

PR R TERE T

Joseph As Robinson, Haster '
Wwilllam Pelletier, Pussencer !
Jimmy Roberts, Passenger |
John J. Singer, Passenger |

d

G The Murd mede the following Findinge of Fact: - .

1) Thy Motortoaet SIOMAL I[ILL, official Ko. 25TR36 of 14.B6 groses
tonsg, was an wninspected commercinl fishing wessel whose crew was not
required to be licensed or certilieated by the Coast Guard. Pormansnt
Licenss No. 280, issued iy the Collector of CQustoms at Loa Angeles,
california, on 10 Junme, 1949, pormitted the wessel to be employed in
the Mackersl Fishary for cne year. This license indicated that the
SIGRAL HILL, (ux LCUT C=30211 ). of Los Angeles, wae muilt in the year -
174 at Horth Tonawande, New York. Previous to documentation, the
charactofof the veseel had bosn altersd by having a conventlonal bow, T
with a refged sten! added; theo cockpit decked over; a pilothouse added b
above thd new main deck; port heles, two on each side, installed in - £ g
theghull A in the Wmy of the wnplne room, approximately 6 inches below L
the main deck; and & watertizht bulkhead mahlllad between the engine e
roon wnd the forword cabin.
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(2} The vessel was squipped with a, 200 horsepower, Hudson Invader
engine; ons, 3 horsepower, Briggs and Stratton motor connected to a
pump which eirculated waler in the teit tank, and to a Hlge pmp.
A tait tank, of approximately 500 gallons ul.pu.uit;r, wis carried on
the main deck directly over the main-engine hateh. The vessel waa
also equipped with a two-way rudiotelephone.

{3} Customs Form No. 1268 (Rxhibit :si dated 12 Way, 1943, issued at
Lop B l1ifornia, lists ag maater and J, A,Bobinson
and sach as half owner. Customs Form ¥o. 1311 (Exhibit &)
dated 9 January, 1950, issued at los Angeles, Calilornia, lists &
change of magters from [ - - +. Rotinson. _
tha listed on the Customs documomta, claimsd that some-
time In October, 194%, he relinguished hia interest in the SIGNAL HILL
to his purtner, Joseph A. Kobinson, when it wus found that the wussel
nooded & new motor which he was uneble to eontribute townrd, and thamt
this #d Lhe chanpe in mastera as reflected in Customs Form 1511.
Fra W‘llun claimed that he had no further knowledze of, or interast
in, the operation of the wessal after thias time.

(4) Sometime previous to 10 June, 1950, u ?ﬂuup of employess of tho
Paramount Steel Corporatlion, Long Weach, Oulifornia, plammed a fishing

trip for the employees of that plant. The organlsers of the party wore
—-mm vr. [ t~ing scquainted
with the managin; owner of the SIGLAL TML1, Joeeph A. Robinson, arranged

with ¥r. I «hoo he knew to be carrying charter parties, for o
trip Lo Catalina Islend aboard the SIGMAL PILL on 10 June, lU50, for a
stipulated Cwe of L100 for a party of 20 or less membsrs.

{B) At or about E:U0 a.me on 10 June, 1930, & party of 10 men met at
flopking Lunding, Leng %each, Cal ifornia, and boarded the SIGHAL nILL.
The ovmer/eperator, Joseph 4. Hobinson was abtosrd the wessol at the
Limo; and # & brother of I, s atoard
RS & crew member. m:ﬂ.afh!ﬂﬂ tlut ho wes pot paid for
his services on this trip, tut merely went along for the outing.} The
SIOMAT, TIIIL left Mopkins Landing at or about 5:00 a.m., and procueded
to Lhe southeagt end of Catalina Island, wurrlving there et or wlout
Bz0 a.m. The party fisled obl various polnls off the southeast end of
the island until approximetely 3:00 p.m., at which time the woasel wus
close to ihe entrance of Avalon My, Cetaline Yslend.

(6] At or about this time the water in the lmit tank was discovercd

to Y low, and, on examination, it was found that a hose coupling in

the circulating pipellns to tho bait tunk, just below Lhe main dock,

hud gome spari, and water from the tonk had drained inte the Wlge of
the oncine compartment. An effort was made to pump the water gut of

the bilre with the Hlpge pump, tut the bllpe pump wes found to be

" inoperative. .The pump to the circulaling line was thereflore di geonnectod

arnd usod to pump the weter out of the bilge. Eince the mit could not
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b kept olive without circulating water, it wae decided bty the party
to return 19 long Beach; so, shortly after 3:00 p.m., the SIONAL FILL
got underway and headod back towoard Long Beach at a speed of about 11
knots. The weather st thiz time was clear end calm, with o lipht
northweaterly breocge and unlimited wisibility.

(7} Alout a half hour leter, when the vessel passed out of the les
of Catalina Island, the wind increaged from the northwest and seas
and ewolls became heavler, caueing the SIGKAL HTIL to assume & atar-
board list of from 10 to 16 degrees and epray to break across the deck
ovor the port side. The cperator ol the wessel, Josoph A. Robinsom,
thereupon decronsod speed to mbout 5 knots and requested the passenpers
10 atay on the port side of the vessel to correct the list. Several
passenrers became gseagick as a rogsult of the rouph sea and went down
inte the Forward cabin to lle down im the bunks located there. later,
sooping throurh the overhead deak planking, however, causad coma of
ileso men io return to the weather deck. Shortly after this [N
one of the passengers, opered the hatch to the enfine
room and noted that the weter in the bllge was & to 8 inches hipher
than it wus when the vessel left the vieinity of Avalon. v notified
the oporator of the boat of the condition, and the operator gave ine
structions for the crow member, | - check the bMlge pump.

8 Teslimony as to what happened at this point was conflicting, for

cluimod that JEEEwent down into the engine room and found
that thoe pump would not take a suction; I however, claimod that
he was never in the engine room at any time. [ tTen advised
Robinson to either return to Catalina or to call the Cowust Guard.
Hobinson, thereupon, decided that, since the SIGIAL HILI, was upproxi=
mataly halfway between Avalon and Lony Beach, there was no point in
returning to Awvalon; so contlnued on toward Long Touch. At or akout
thiz tire the on;ine stopped, i, when the starier utton was pushed
the unjine started again and ran for about % minutes longor when it
failod complotely.

\u)  arter the moter stoppod, one of the party members looked over
the starbeard side and found that the starboard port holes to the
engine room were open and the water anterine the aneine roms =as eeming
through these ports. Too much weter had entered the engine room ty
this time to permit m person to enter it to olose the perts.  The party
mambers therefore donned life-preservers while Lhe operator, Joseph A.
Robinaon, called the Cowst Guard by radictelephone and informed the
Coast Guard that the SIGEAL RINJ, was in a sinking condition. ®etwouen
culls to the Const Guard, Hobinsop assured the party members that the
vesgsol would not sink because of the waterticht hulkhoad “etwoen the
onjine reom and tho forward cabin. lihen the engine room £illed with
water, however, ihe main deck settlod below the surfuce and water
started pouring down the hateh into the forward cabin. Mr. Roblnson
thon, at or about 4:58 p.m., informed the Coast Ouard that the SIOMAL
HILL. was sinking end that the party wos alandoring ship:. In explaining
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the locatlon of the SIGHAL, RILL, Mr. Roblnson gave conflicting reports.
fne report indicated that tho vessel wis halfeay between Avalon and
long fowch, another, that the vessel was boaring 330 deprees, 10 miles
diatance, from the poutheast point of Catalina Jaland. The SIGHAL
NIl sank alout 2 minutes alfter it wus abtandoned, in approximate Lati-
tude 33%929.3" N. Jongitude 1189E1.1% Ti.

{10) The Duty Officer at (oast Quard Operatlons Search and Hescus
Control Center was informed, almost lmmedistely, by the Communding
fficer of the CGC MOHRIS, that the MORRIS, which was returning to

Los Angeles farbor from Avalon with a [lshing bout in tow, had inter-
cepted the distress call from the STORAL. FILL and was dropping its tow
to proceed to the SIGHAL WIlLL's assistance. The Duty Officer thereupon
orderod the GO B3¥452 at Newport Beuch to procead to the scene and search
for survivors. The (0 35452 departed {rom Newport Beuwch at or mbout

B;4b pum. The Duty Officer also slerted the CG 83320 in Sen Pedre Horbor
to gtandby for further arders.

{11} At or about 4:57 p.m., & PR, Coast Cuapd Adrereflt MWo. Bddld,

returnlug to San Diego from San Pedro, weas notified hy the Coast Guard

Alr Station at San Diepo that the SIGHAL RITL was halfwey botwoasn

cataling Island and San Pedro und ainking fast. The PBI 844148BMreupon

procssded to tha vicinity indicated, and contecting the COC MORRIS,

£ coordineted its search procedure with the MORRIS, using the UOTRIS as
a hase. AL or atout 6;16 p.m., the Commanding Officer of the PBE B4414
roguestod a replacement plane From Ban Dlego when he dizcovared that
his fuol supply was low, but remained in the search area until another
plane arrived from San Ddego. The San Dilego Alr Statiom, in the men-
timo, alertod ancther plane crew and also requestesd assistance from
the Naval Air Station at Alamitos, Californis. The Navel Alr Statlen
immodiatoly sent a flight of 8 Pighter planes and one JREB, twin engine
mocheralt, to search the area.

(12} At or a%out 5i4b p.s., & Norwegisn freighter, the M/V WINDAVGER,
loft Jos Angeles farbor bound for Menaventurs, Colombia. A% or about
T:00 p.m., the HINDMGER sighted Lhe sorvivers of the SIONAL RILI. in
tho waler and lowsred s lifetoat, reaching them at or alout the same
time the 05 53452 arrived in the vicinity. The HINDAXGED's 1lifoboat
ploked up 16 men from the water, £ of whom subsequently succumbed from
drowning or exposure, and the CG 834L2 picked wp 4 mwen from the water,
2 of whom later succumbed from drowning or exposure. The IIIFDANGER
returned bto Sen Pedro with its survivers and was met on arrival at the
dock by doctors and ambulwnces to care for those in need of medical
assigtance. The 0O 83452 returmed te Newport Meuch and, enroute, crew
membors applied artifiecial respiration to the 2 survivers who appoared
to be ypnconscious. On arrival at Mewport Pesch, howower, & doctor who
arded the vessel, prongunced the 2 men dead.
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{13) The entire party of 20 pussengers and orew membsrs was recoverasd
From the water, 4 of whom dioed from drownlng or oxposurc. The casu=
altles wore az [ollows: Joseph A. Robinson, age WW, owner/opsrator,
I . Long Peech, Californiam; william Pelloiler, wge

Loag Beach, California, Jimmy Hoberts, sge unknown,

+ long Beach, California; snd John J. Singer, are
unicnown, N, 1ong Pach, Californis. Two of the party,
I . oecconger, and NN crew member, were hospital-

iged, tut cach ias expected Lo recover.

(14) The 1ife preservers carried aboard the SIGHAL HILL wore Comst
Guard approved, cork typs, life-preservers from wur salvage stock.
The canvas coveringa of these lile-preservers wers a slate gray color
that blended with the water, making them difficult to detect.

(1L) U 8. Comst CGuard records failed to reveal that a licenss to
opurate motortoats had ever been issued to Josoph A. Robinson.®

4. The Board expressed the Tellowing Opinions;

"(1) The Motortoat SIONAL WILL saxk as @ result of water entering the
port holes of the sngine room which had been negligently leof't opsn.

£ (2) The Motortost SIONAL MIIL was carrying passengers in violatlion
' of its Custom's Iicense. '

(3) The oporater of the SIGMAL HILL, Joseph A. Rebinson, violated .
the Moterloat Act of April 25, 1940, 46 uic, 52CC, by carrying passens
grrs for hire without holding a license for such service.

(d) The stability of the SICMAL HIIL was questionakle inassuch g
it assumed and retalned a heavy list to atarboacd during normal
woather conditiona and was, therefore, unsuitable for carrying passen-
EOrE.

(v) N «: iz 1isiod on Custom's documants ap &

hall cwner of the SIGMWAL NIIL, wag neglifent in failing to changa
Custom®e records to reflect true ownership of the vesgal , but wes
unaware that the vegsel was belng used for illepml purposss and was

not regponsible for its operation. I

{6) Const Guard rescue efforts mizht have been more effective if \J
cenflicting position reports had not beon broadcast or if the 1ifage
preservers, which wore used by the survivers, had bsen of o more
appropriatea coler.”

G The fard made the lollowing Recommendatlonas:

“{1) It iz recormended that no sction by twken sgainst [N
- B o wos listed as co-owner on Custom's documents sinoce he

- -
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spparently hud no control over the operation of the vessel.

(2] It is rocomoendad that Coast Guard boarding offlecera check the
documonts of vessols earrying charter parties to detsrmine whether
they are licensod for such servico; and, if the owner is oparating the
vonsel, to dotermine whether the owner has & motorloat operatorts 1i-
sengo Cor puch service.

(3}  Sincs the owner/operater of the W/B SICHAL FILL is docowsed, it
is rocommonded that no further aotion b8 taken and that the case =]
aloged."

REMARKS

. Opinion 6 of the foard indlcates that hed the survivors in the water
baen fitted with life preservers of & mom approprimte ceolor, their rescue
would have been preatly facilitated. In this conmection, it should be obe
sorved Lihat after 30 October, 1948, sll life preservers manufactured for
warine use under Coast Guard approval are required to be Indian oranges in
solor. This eoler wee detormined Lo bo mest sffective for spottiop persons
in the soa after exhaustive tests of the warious posmible colors for such
PUFPOSS . :

T wscommerdation 2 of the Mard suggests that Comst Guard warding officers
check documonts of wessels carrying charter partiea 4o determine that such
vessols are appropriately documented for such service wnd to insure that the
oparutor iz properly llcensed.

8. The Coust Guard boarding menual, 1931, as supplemented ly Commandant’ s
Circular 23-48 of 1 Movember, 1948, contalns instructions with respect to the
tourding of vessols to insure that a veszel 13 engaged in the trade for which
i+ is doourented: thet all metorbravs earryinf pasaenpgors for hlre are in
charge of & licensed operator amd that wvosgals oro in eonformity with applicable
safoty statutes and regulations thoreunder. It is the opinion of this Division
thet conformance with such instruetions as indicated by the Boord's @ ¢ QI a-e
tions ls of utmost impertance in the interest of safety of life at sea.

9. Subject Lo the foregoing remurka, it is recommended that the Findings
of Fact, Opinions and Hecommendations of the Marine fard of Inveatigatlon be
approved . i
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Ind-1

From: Chiof, Office of Merchant Marine Saflety
Toz Commandant

Forwarded, recommanding approval.

APPROVED T September, 1540

TRHLIN O*NZIT.T,
Tiee Admiral, ¥, 5. Coast Cuard
Commandarnt
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