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Subjs ewine Leard of Investigoiddom, 8S PuNOBSCOT, tug M/V DAUNTLESS
HO. 12 end tank berge EJT:NA N0« 1303 collision, Bu/fale Riwer,
20 Cotoder 199, with lose of 1ifs B

1. Purgusint t6 the provisions o2 Titie 46 C.7.R., Part 136, the
record of the Harine Board canvaned to investigate subjec? canuaity,
togather with its Findings of Fact, Conclusions, end Rscommendsztions,
has bean reviecwed and is forwurdsd herawith.

2, On 29 October 1951, the S8 PENOBSCOT, a bulk freighter of

3,972 GT, in a light cendition wos outbound in the Bulfalo fiver and

the tug u/v DAUNTLESS NO. 12 of 140 GT, pushing the gesoline lzdem

tank hargs HORANIA KO. 130 of 1,278 GT in the Buffele Outer Herbor

weg inbourd to the Buffalo River, Bn.ffelo Outer Harbor lies in a
northwesterly, southsasterly diregtion and the entrance to the Euffalo
River lies in en oset-weat direoticn, so that vousels entering froam e
Outer Hortor into Buffalo River must muke a course Qhmge in excees of
90°, The PENOBSGOT, whon epprosciing the interacction of the Outer Haruse
biew a worning bend signal. The DAUNTLESS FO. 12 with tow, when ap-
proaching the intsrsection of the Outer Harbor and Buffalo River, failsd
to have 2 propcr lookout postsd and failed to blow a warning bend signalc
Vhen the PENOBSCOT nearad the interssciion amd the DAUNTLESS MO, 12 and
tow rounded the intersection of ths Buffalo Outer Harbor end the Buffalo
River, both vesgels, although going at slow spesed, were in such cloce
proximity that collision was insvitablo. At er about 2120 the PENOBSCOT
and tank barge MORMNIA MO, 130 eollidod, two gazoline tanks of thes tank
barge wzre ruptured. The resulting gasoline spillage becane ignited,

‘engulfing the vessels in flame and caused the loss of life of 11 parscns

from the vessels invelved in ths collision &ncluding the Master and
Vheelsman on board the PEMOBSCOT. The weather conditions ot the time
of this casuslty weres wvisibility good, wind SSW, 20 miles, and no sea.
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Chicf, MVI Divigion to HORANIA 30, 130 -
Commandant PINOBSCOT ~ a=9 Bd)
3. ‘The Bostd made the following Fiadinge of Fagts

“l. On 29 Oatober, 1051, et spmoximntely 2120, the SS
PENOESCOT with 1ight draft, wep outbound in the Buffsls River,
Buffelo, Now York, proseeding mxiar her omn power,

*Z. The 58 PONOBSOT's Offielal No. 14 19070S. She is & bulk
freighter of 3972 grose tons, owned and sperated by tha Kigholeon
Transit Comssny, Looree, Michigan.

*3. 0On 29 October, 1951, at approximstely 2120, the Trnk Barge
MORANIA KO, 130 was “eing towed "push fsshion" bty the MN -
TAUNTLSS NO. 12 across the Buffalo River at its intersection
with the Baffelo Outer Harbor imediately to the wostward of
the Coast Guepd Base in Buffaloe. .

%. The Tank Barge MORMNIA NO. 130, Official No. 255090, is
en 04l barge 230 feot long, of 1278 gross tons, owned by the
Penn No. 3, Incorporated, New York, New York. The Tank Barge
MORANIA was loaded with gasoline.

“5. The Motor Vessel D/UNTLESS NO. 12, Officisl No. 237962,
is a diescl driven tug of 140 gross tons, ommad and opsrated
by The Deunfless Towing line, New York, New York.

"6. On 29 Ogtober, 1951, at approximately 2120, the SS
PENOBSCOT collided with TB MORANIA NO. 130, striking the
barge approximately thirty (30) feet from the stern on the
sterboard quarter, opening the No. 5 and 6 tanks on the
bargeo

"7, The cellision occwrred in the Buffalo River, Buffslo,

New York, where the river meate the Buffalo Outer Herbor

st a point just west ef the U. S. Coast Guard Base.

8. At the time of the collision the weath:r was as follows:
Wind SSW, 20 mides, clearyno seas, and visibility good.

) . . L
"9. Shortly after the impagt the SS PENOBSCOT, the TB MORANIA
NO. 130 and the MV DAUNTLTSS NO. 12 were envaloped in flames.
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Chief, VI Division W RMIA KO, 130 -
Comsnddant '

P.2iNASSOT - a-9 Bd)

*10. Ths fellowing pareomnel e dead or missing fron e
vetsols indlonted:

S8 P MOFBCT

M Clifford A. Rank, Firet Assistant

gl R —

D Alfred Aarseth, Deckhand

M Arthur Raﬂil Cook |
> i —
(One burned body, mot identi-

fiable, found on board the NV
DAUNTLESS NO. 12)
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"1l, The point of lend wpon whigh the Coast Guard Bsse is
located, togeth:r with buildings and strusturss thsreon, od-
strugts the view of the Buffalo River from ths northly end of
the Buffale Outer Herbopr Smmediately to the westward of ihe

12, The MV DAUNTLESS NO. 12 hed arrived with the TB MOIANIA
NO. 130 at the north entrance light towing ths barge asteru.
The tow was shifted from en astern tow to a pushsr tow in
Buffalo Outser Harbor, . .

"13. The IV DAUNTIES® NO. 12 vith the TB U"RANI# NO. 130 eshead
wag progeeding from the northsrly end of the Buffalo Outer Harbor
via the Buffalo River, Lrie Basin, znd the Black Rock Cansl to
Tonswanda, New York.

"4, The TB MORANIA NO, 130 is construsted with a "V' ehaped
stern in order that the bow of a tug may be ingertsd to facil- .
itate meneuvering the derge. The tug.and berge when made up in
this fashion form a compact integral unit,

¥15. The Master of the MV DAUNTLESS NO. 12 first sighted the
8S PUNOBSCOT after the TB MORANIA NO, 130 which wae being pushed,
was well into thse Buffalo River.

116, The Master of the KV DAUNTLUSS NO. 12 upon sighting the
SS P'NOBSCO T sounded two blasts with his whistls and ordered full
spe=d shead,

017, Thwe 88 PENCBSCOT scunded one blast on it vhistls when
about 1500 feet from the estimated peint of cellision and sounded
the dangsr signal when en estimated 150 feot from the TB MNUNIA
NO. 130 and the MV DAUNTLESS NO. 2. At the time of sounding

the dmger signel tho SS PENOBSCOT received an engins room

order for full speed antem,

“18, The SS P'NOBSCOT's engings continusd to bagk until her
stern strugk the U. S. Coast Guard Pler, a period of spproximately

eight (8) minutes after the impsst with ths TB MOR/NIA NO. 130,
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"9, ‘the §8 P.XOB3COT hed a leokaut &2 the forcosstls hesd
who w.rned tho Yaster of the SS P_NOESCOT as eooOn ag he aightcd
SRy 4V DPUNTLESS NO. A2 sod T® "NRINIM NO. 130 whon the S8

P NOFSUNT wos &h ogtiusted 190 fact from the 5 NIWNIF K. 130,

#20, Thers was no lso’put postsd on the 1B INTVNIA HO. 130."
The Soard made the fellowing Conclusionss

. The HV DAUNTIESS HO. 12 after resrrenging her tow ia e
northerily part of the Buffsle Outer Harbor, prococded to prsh

the T8 MUKTA KO, 130 {ate the Buffalo River, recnding the point
wpon whieh t¢he Coast Guzrd Baso i 1oosted, prepersiory to
entering the Erie Bosin end Rack Resk Canal. In executing the
initisl move, namely that of heading inte the Buffalo River, the
Master of the MV DAUNTLESS No. 12 failed to observe the S8
PINOESCOT outwsrd bownd on the Buffale River on s collision
course with his own undto

"2. This fallure to observe the 53 PCNOBSCOT wes dus primsrily
%o the obstruction of the view of this portion of ths Buffalo
River by the structuwres on the Coaat Guard Baseo

"3. Sinilarly, the Mester of the SS PiNOBSCOT falled te
witnecs the TB MORANIA NOo 130 entering the river and it was

not until the NV DAUNTLESS NO. 12 emerged that the Mastsr of

the SS PiLNOESCOT realized the situation.

b The one blast sownded by the SS PENUBSCOT was a goneral
precoutionary measure teken hy the Master in view of this blind
spot at the ontrance to the rivere Tha single whistle blast
does not appear to have bach mads because of awerencss of the
MV DAUNTLESS NO. 12 and the TB MORANIA NO. 1X0.

*5, The impact which split two gesoline tanks aboerd the TB
MORMNIA NO. 130 caused oonsidarable gasolina to spread immediately
throughout the area and upon backing out from the point of
collision a metsl spark ignited the gasoline vapors, resulting
Mmcnznlﬂngn—owhichinnanuyumdmammraud - .
Vheelsnan on the 88 PENOBSCOT snd fatally injured an undetermined
number of people on the TB MORAMIA NO. 130 and MV DAUNTLESS NO. 12.
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"6,  Those persons sboswpd the TB NNTUNIA HO. 130 sad the UV

DIUNTLSS NO. 12 whigh wore able to sscepe ths flamss toek te

ti:xwh“w where they ware suteequently drovmed 4n the dlasisg
™o ‘

"o £t the tims the laster of the MV DAUNTLESS WHOo 12 ob-
servad the 83 P NOBSCOT bearing dowa won him, ths two-blash
whistle signal amd engine recm order to full spsed shead comm
100 late inasnutgh gs the T8 HORMNIA NO. 130 wes elready in
wtion inte the dangercus sres.

"g, It 48 the Board®s oconsidersd opinion thet the collidision
wes rimsrily the fault of the Mastor of the MV IVUNTLESS NO. 12,
which with her tow procesdsd t0 enter Buffalo River from &

hlind spot without first ascertaining whether this was safe dus
t0 the possibility of outbound traffie.

"9 Pailure to poat a lookout on tho bow of the 1B MORANIA
NO. 130 contributed greatly to the socildent.

"0, Pailure to sownd a warning signal aboard the MV DAUNTLESS
NO. 12 also contributed to the agcident,

3. It is the opinion of the Board that there were mo
materia) fsilures contributing to this eccident. In particular,
the steering mechanisms of both the SS PLNOBSCOT snd tle MV '
DMUNTLESS NO. 12 wers operating in a satisfactory memmer.

#12, It is the opinion of the Board that the casualty could
have been prevented entirely had a warning whistle been scunded
by the MV DAUNTLESS NO. 12 aad & lookout properly poeted en the
bow of the TB MORANIA NO. 130."

e Board made the tolh_d.ng Recormendations:

L 8 It is recomwended that pr be initiated toward
suspsnding or reveking the license of _
Mastor of the MV DAUNTLLSS NO. 12, for gross neglect displsyed
upon this occasion (46 USC, Sec. 239) (15 4430), (Sea. 9-5-3C MMSM).
In this connectiom a charge of miscondust, alleging two speci-
fications, failure to sound warning 'wl:lat_.ic, ad failure to post
proper lookout, have been forwarded to Coast Guard representatives

at New York for servica upon ths accused.
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Cocundm ' PLIOISCOT ~ a9 Bd)

3. It is dise regotzended Khat Pea M. 3 IRS., ctaors of
the tatik darge VI’ NIA No. 130 be sited for viela of 46 USC
(7)) B 4372, fxilure te comply with e manning requirsnente
Specifind sn Uw certifipgate of inspention, Form CG 2636
"Repert of Vislation" has been ferworded te the Camsendor, 9th
Ceast Ouard Distrist, ind copy is sttaghed herete, .

"3.  Js Uwmre are wo further recommindations by the Soard,
the iavestigation 4s olossd.”

SUPPLIUENT 10 B/ DS RFORT

* MVx
9 January, 1952
(PLNOBCOT - MORMNIA
NO. 130 -~ D/UNTLESS
}D. 12 - M M)

®From:  Comsandant
Tos CAPT Hareld C, loors, USCG, Chairmsmn
Viat  Commapder, 9th Cosst Guerd Idstrict (d)

Subj: Merine Doard of Investigation; collision invelving SS PENOBSQOT,
Taok barge MDRANIA NO. 130 snd tug DAUNTLESS No. 12 at entramce
Buffalo River on 29 Oclobar, 1991, with loss of life

", A prelimimary revisw of the record of sudbjoct easualty which' is
herewith returned indigatee that further information is necessary before
final action by the Comrandant may be taken ou the record,

w2, The report of the Board, in effect, indigates that the qellision
wes primarily caused by the feilure of the DAUNTLFSS NO. 12 to have a
properly postad lookout on the MORNIA NO., 130 and to sound a waming
whistle signal vwhen rounding a bend at the sntrance to the Buffale Riven
The indarsensnt of the District Commander strongly infers that the collision
ocourred dus to the location of tho port and starboard navigation lights
aft on thse MMRANIA NO. 13D end for this reason the Mstrict Comnsnder
recommends that 33 C.F.R. 90.198, permitting navigation lights to te
located aft on barges being puwshed wnder the Grost Lakes rules be smended
tor us.roauc-hl ts to be located on the bow as provided by 33 C.F.R,
Boolg?h o Pilot o3 for Inland Vaters. In view the statement mmd
recommendation of the District Commander with resregt to the location of
the navigation lighta on the MORANIA NO. 130 as a csuse for the collision
end the sbsence of any informatfion in this connection in the Board's
report, it is necemsary that the raport of the Bosrd contain information
a8 to whethaer or not the logsation of the port and starboard navigation
1ights on the MORNIA NO. 130 caused or contributed to the cause of the

subject casuslty.

-] -
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_ (DAUNTL'SS NO. 12 -
Chief, MVI Division %o MOR/NIA NO, 130 =
Comnandant : v PENOESCOT « <9 Bd)

"3,  The Board’s report, in effact, states that tim fedlure of the
D/UNTLLSS NO. 12 to cound a warming bond signal csntriduted to ths cause
of subjeot czeuslty. In this gomeotion, the report of the Board should
‘contain an opinion as to whether or not such fsilwe was a violation ef
33 C.F.R. 90.6 providing for warmning signals to de given Ly vessels
nesring bends or gurves in s channel.

fde The evidence and Conolusions {n the record to the effect that
subject oasualty was primarily cavsed by the failwre on the part of the
DAUNTLESS NO. 12 to have a properly posted lookoat on the bow of the
MNRANIA NO. 130, and the failure of the DAUNTIESS NO. 12 to give a timely
warning bend signal, ie evidence of criminal liability arising out of the
violation of 46 USC 526 1 and 18 USC 1118 on the part of the Mastor of
the DAUNTLESS NO. 12, Acoordingly, wder the provisions of 46 C.F.R.
136.23<) and Scotion 7=3-9P(3) of the IS Manual, one original copy md
2 duplicete copiss are required to be forwarded to Hesdquarters so that
2 copies may be availsile for transmittal to the United States Attorney
Genersl as required by the provisions of RS 4450, as amended.

By direction
"Inol."

“30 January, 1952
A17-6

"From: Captain Harold C. Moore, USCG, Chairman
Tos Commandant (UVI) -
Via:  Comuander, 9th Coast Quard District (d)

Subj: Marine Board of Investigationj collision involving S8 PTNORSCOT,
TB MORANIA NO. 130 snd tug DAUNTLESS NO. 12 at entrance Buffale
River on 29 October, 1951, with loss of life

Refs: (a) Comdt. ltr 9 Jan. 1952 MVI, (PTNOBSCOT - MORANIA NO. 120 =
DAUNTLESS NO. 12 - a-9 Bd)
(b) Feport of Marine Board of Investigation
(e) CDR 9th GGD 1tr 13 Dec. 1951, A17-6 forwarding Ref. (D)

", lldbon of the Marins Board of Investigation met at about 3100 p.me

23 Jamuary, 1952, in Buffslo, New York, to reconsider the Findings, Conclusions
and Recommendations of subject investigation, as directed by Refersnoe (a).

‘8-
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(DAUNTL.SS NOo 12 -
Chief, ¥VI Divigion to MORANIA NO; 130 -
Commsndant - PNOBSCAT - a9 Bd)

"2, After extensive discuseion and review of pertinent testimony and
81l information availeble, the Board ooncluded that the location of the
port and starboord navigation lighte on the TB MIRANIA NO. 130 did no
necessarily ghiuse or contribute to the gause of this casualty. '

"3,  WAth respect to paragraph 3 of feferense (a), the Bosrd is of
the opinion that failwe of the tug DAUNTLESS NO. 12 te sound a worming
bend .im was & violation of 33 C.F.Re 90 .6,

L Y8 In acoordancs with psragraph A'ot ':Rbtmm (a), two asdditionad
copies of Reference (b) are attached for trammittal to the United States

Attomey General. _
e

Chairman"

B4 RS
6. The Bosrd's Conelusion, paragraph 5, states that an undstermined
number of people on the tmk barge MORANIA NO. 130 and the MV D/UNTLESS
No. 12 were fatally injured. Finding of Fact, paragraph 10, lists the
names of persons who lost their lives in this casuslty and states that
one burned body, not identifiable, was found on board the MV DAUNTLESS
NO, 12, From this Finding of Fact and Conclusion it is not certd n whether-
all of the persons who lost their lives in this casuslty have been sgsounted
for. It is necessary, therefore, that a definite ascounting be made of all
the persons who lost their lives in thig gasuslty or received an incapagitating
injury in excess of three days, which ascounting is to be forwarded to Coast
Guard He:adquarters and made a part of the record of subject casuaslty.

7 The Board’s Recomnendation, paregraph 2, indigates that the tank
barge M RANIA ND. 130 was not msnned in accordance with the requirements
of its certificate of inspection at the time subject casualty occwrred.
Since this violation did not in any way gause or contribute to the cause
of the casualty, the violation case opened against the owners of susch
barge is to be processed in accordance with Headquarters®’ letter to the
Commander, 9th CG District, file MVI (MOIANIA NO. 140 - 0G=9), dated

4 January 1952, ' '
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* (DAUNTLLSS NO. 12 =~
Chief, V1 Division to WYNIA Mo 230 -
Commandant , - P:NOBSCOT - 8-9 Bd)

8o The fallute of the DIUNTL.SS NO. 12 t0 hews a Lookout properiy
posted, to blow a timely bend signal and to navigate with gsution when
rounding the intersection from Buffalo Outer Harbor into the Buffale

River constitutes evidence of grimina] 1iabidity arising out of thy
violation of 33 C.F.R. 90.6, 46 USC 526 1 and m, 18 USC 2196 end 18

USC 1115, In aggordance with the requirements of R.S. 4450, as mended,

duplicate records of investigation of sudbject oasuslty will be referred
to the U.S. Attorney Gensrsl for investigation by and prosesttien through
the Pedersl Distrios Court of the district having Jurisdiction, under the
provisions of the Criminal Code. : '

‘90 : sﬁbjﬁt to the foregoing remarks, it is recomaended that the
Findings of Fegt, Gonolusions and Reoommendations of the Marine Board
of Investigation be approwved. -

/<

P. A. OVENDRN
M
1 April, 1952
Ind-1 ~

From: Chief, Office of Merchant Marine Safety
Tos Commandant

Forwarded, recommending approva)

, /e
R, 4, SMYTH
Acting

APPROVEDs APR L 1952

/s

"~ MRRLIN O'NEILL .

Vice Adm,, U,S5, Coast Guard

Commandant.
- m >






