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GHITED 3TATEE COMST GUAKD
HASHINGTON, D, C.

From: Cldel, dorchant Veasnl inspcotion livision
s Coamsnuant
Vias Chd»f, Offive of “lrchent iarine Nelety

Sebj: ‘@rine Board of Investig.t.ony auwending of 8 10-0-2604 (Ui(-187.,
0N Now Juraay shore, oa or sboul § Lurewdor 1952, with loss of life

1. Purgusnt to the provisicns of MWile 46 C. .7e Part 136, the
Pucord of the nrdne bonrd coavined to duv:std te subj:ct cssuslty,
Wwegothar wmith 1ts *lndinm of -iet, Lomlwsions and fecommnnd:tions,
hap bech ruvidmed s e forwarded harewith,.

2. On 4 ‘ocemb.r 1952, the 6 10«0=1604 (OPT.IST), a steel hull,

tuop kunl, marconl ri . ced ketan, built in 1951 in iismbarg, Jwimsny,

len,th 56'6", bean 14'5°, draft 8'6", oquinpoc with & diesel awdliary
angine, ceperisa from Aty Islwnd, How York, iteYe for lLaltimore, Zsrylsod,
with four percons on board. Thile en route some dud weathor wes encountzred
but none of it ssvore, cnd at 0745 on 6 L-cambor 1952, the B 10=1~1604

wua 8l h.ed aground im Brigentine Inl:t at Lh: mouth of Brigsntine Chennel,
K.w darscy. The hodics of threc persone from this vessal were lrier Tound
dead and the ovmor/arster hus not b.en found but is prusumied to have

logt his life. The known ¢ ed arns

Chorloiwe Lo Burge
Stuophen . Le Barys, 31d
Johm [lnchard Ahlberg, Jr.

Aesin: rnd progum:d doad:

3. The Dourd m:dn the following Tiniinge of scts

"1. At 0745 ST, 6 Lecomber, 1982, o suiling yscht, later iden~
tificd e thy suxdliury koteh OPI(0 IS8T, 1011604, whigh ~rg an route
from City Islond, aw York, H.Y. to Feltdmore, “arylond, with four
(4) persons sboord, was discov:red uppi.ventlyegroun! in Brigeatine
inlet at th: mouth of iri.: ntime Channol, iLw Jerssy in latitude
39° 26! 30° north, longituda 74°% 19' 30" west. The vessel s
found % be atandonad, but thrse bodlcs worve ciscovered vlong

tho beach at ths northorn and of Brigantine Ieland,
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"o Hosing end proswscd ood L8 whe van:r, who has beui
dsoniified ast

Stephan . La Berge, Jr. fe [

The knowa deud a2 et

Charlotts Le Berge, !-.;;e- wife o ownar

Staphes Je La Borgw, 3rd, -go B aon of o
Jokn tehert /hlberc, deey 5o [l Guost ""_

3. b demrpre w ¥ sustoined by the vessel's hull or fit.ings
with the oxcopsion of mimor demayge to th: gward reils on ‘eck.
Intorior sppointmento nd thw auxiliory ebgine wero d mmaged to a
linited axtent by water that had enlsrod the vossel chrough the

APUR CONPLNLOTRAY.

“4e ihe IPVL ST, Cortificato of Fwird ko, 1010604, ix o steel
hll, deep kiwl, marconi ri ged k-to., budlt inm 1951 in Heaburg,
varsnys longth 56'6", beom 14'5%, wraf't 8'6" snd is equivped with

8 45 horsepowur ‘-clve dlesol cuxiliexy en.ine. The ovm.r of
T

“Se <t 1130 17, 4 Locombur, 1952, the % IST wus chesrved to
doprat sroa Annsfoxd Yucht Xard, uity lelawd, ligw iork, W.Y. by
dlip . saues, ysrd superintondont. 1o his knowledge the boat
*us ¢n route to Daltinore, Jurylend an: thosw choird wereg
Staphen o Le Dori:, his wifu, o ywung man snd 2 10 year old boye
Sinc.: uhwia ore no known survivors or ovher witnessos nothing
further v knowm concernin, e «vonwa oF the voyse.

"o,  Tho weuth.r butwean “andy Mook and Brigzatinc baginning at
noolt ON 4 :egumbor, 1952 wrs cloudy with uv2e rly vins 10 to 15
inola, incrussin: to 20 knots by alduight. Fcas ®re mocersta
with 8 fool svells ruportad at serasgaet Jight Vessel. Ey noon on
o Daguioar, v wind hrd inarotsed to weirly «0 knota {r 2 the
pouthoest vith roin unc fog throughnut the day. Hough sess wore
ragorted ‘uring tho poriod cnc Ml foot swells wore racordad ad

2
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Laznacal Light Jwstel. The weutier sndecsiag by 0800 € Dsocsber,
Tiow weileeg ture =Bt 18 o 20 Kot ! &028 oRs owelle wore
glignt. Semsll reft wirvnings wuwrwe cospluyed ob 0400, 4 ocomber
sokth ~f  ANaBuRL, fHeve 0 Sups Hettores snd ab 1100, 5 Uegember
froa Aok s8lmnd, ele 82 G0 @ ilede

Tre Thu OPT LT wes Tirst eichied 8t 0745, 6 jwcuwder, 1952 by
Peplrolatn . {. cessvein of the Hrigoniine olico from s positios
an ihe “cach aprroxdmetely teo sdlas frea the northern tip of

Brl oniudne leland, The incluont @es roported by rudio to police
hasogusrbors aiw relayad to the vosst wurra Lifeboat Siation,
Atlontic Jity, deds Luter that moroung three bodies were dise
eovered apread vut along the beach frum uhe nosthern tip of
Erigantinc Ieled to s polnt ope uilo v.uthe. Liscovery of the

firzt and southormmost wii - rge, W ay
nude at 1100 by & while
walidug up “he bsach towsrds the UPTIUST. returnod to his

home to wotify the police snd togather with them returncd to dls-
covar the body of shlburg 300 yarde turther up the beach snd the
body of ysung la Barge at the porthorn tip of tho island. The
vesszol's 12 root dinghy wrs discovored wwash end purtly fill.d with
pund neer the body of the La Hurgo boy. A pair of oure sud a short
boat hook were £1s0 found nlong tho beach 89 were thrue (3)expended
hand type blue rookets of uurasn menufnature.

78, Ahlburg's body was faco up elothud in cungerces cnd & heavy
leather Jasksot. l2 wore & yollow ¥ lze Vest" type 14 rejacket of
fordlgn asnufacture which requlirsd infleting by mouthe The jacket
wse oot iafletud wlen tho body wes dscovured. .Lnpside the Jecket
was ¢ wotartight bag conteining tvo unexp<hded Uarmen hond type
rod flares and svvorel matghen.

29, Yrg. L8 3urge tud hor son wiro face cown an -s60h worov &
cork, block type life presorwer of ‘or.iygn make thst had «1id
up over their hoads. Both bodies wure hesvily clothod.

"10, Shallow watoer prev:nted the corst uvusrd boat from Little
g4 Lifeboat Stution from going alongside when it arrivod on the
ane at 1200 on & Degember, howover at

USC3 and Laomson, USUU, boerded

e vosoel from & pullin;, boat brought by tiuck to the aree froa
Atlmntic City. Aftsr detarmining therc wers no survivors or other
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bodhes aboard 3 gencrul divpostion was mede. The vogmel wug i te
ing to starbucrd wboul 45 degr.ce fuo the mwells wers brecking
aroun: bui not ovsr the veangl. Tho bianaclo covir wne found
Lring in the cockpit cod the compusy .es obs.rvad to be alss=ing.
Ty Besidmy, vag cetimatod %0 be duo north md the rudder was hord
riht. & nain o opspioveray hatoh wes oput smd o small "urmad
éres wiy uolluaed on the top o thw hetah. /n exncnded blue rockist
of the some typu ne was found on the besch wis tlscovered yin_ on
dock. Ths Jib wes Sull wp end closo hauled. The asinsudl was &
litile or: then holf :ny up, however, th. halyard had beem coet
of* but the huly rd reel wus jmmuad growmunting the .esil from coming
wowle  The madn sheet ves sluck. Thy dszen seldl wss securod with
oover an snd the boom orucled, .orisue articl.s war: found atrift
in the cubins -nd ther. was s.me w#&tor in Lhe bilyen. Before
departin, tho 7usxel at 1430 the jib snd nainshest wore lowered to
prav at v sa.ge anc 8a esuvelope and « ploturc of the vess.1 w.ra
removed for identification purposes.

*1l. The threa vodles found on the bosa',, having bomn r .moved to

a sortusry by tho 128 » ™re oxasdned at 1700, 6
Dugemor, bty In. vounty Fhysiciam, Atlsntie
County. Acoordiimg wrilfioste of loath, issu:d by the

State Dopartment of Heelth of New Jorasay, Mhlberg oled by drowning
and Mus. Ia Berge and hor son died from sxposure and exhaustion.

"l2. <fforts of the vosmst wuxrd to r:ioat the (™ e
.+ ¥, corful. m £ lavesber,

t ok sharge of th: vassel

wnder wutharity of St ther of the missing

owper. At 1245, 9 Toomber, 1952, the . T U&7 was raflosted b

g ce Le - S5UO/T and towed to Atlantie JiNy.

*13. Inspection of the vess.l by the Hocrd cigclossd her to be
ully oquipped for offshore navigstion and plloting, inocluding ell
nucessary charts sni public:tions “or the route from Now York to
Baltinore, however no rocord of navistion wae found eithor on
cherts or in the vuss :1's log.

n —_
’
ﬁ, frionc of Ctephen La Burgs, twostified that tho La turgos

and hlberg arrived -t his hows Irom Gulifornis on Novcaber,
1952. ¢(n 30 Novembur, ths proviously arrsngod purchase of the
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HEY LDT wea coupl ted ok €0 the evenlng of 1 iwoowber, tho party

movad ¢ oosed Lhe vesael lotopding W depsrt for 8 ltinore, ‘latvye
lavd at 1000, 2 (esembor. [ GiA aob sco or haer from them
#gdln, “rom discussiong of e futemlad voyege,

ateo. thay Lo derge placnce (o stey 10 mil:s offshors while proe
erading uner pywolr o bailtimore whers ho would engs.0 A crow
nowper. I ws: ansble to testify to Lo Barge's abillty as a
@epnzzy; Lutl was awara that hoe had served ia the "Soabe.s® during
the war si had ssiled in sxall szilbosta on tha Culiforniu coast.

" o Bbse o heurd teatimony from fisharman
I, v olaincd that at 1630

4 Dmcosber, while ‘luiing in .reat Bgy, 1 alle south of :ish Islanc,

he 8l htud the muats mac sails of » vessol in 2 position spproximately

1/2 milo south of L&ttl: g, inlat fHuwoy "P" (LL 1460). At 0730

on 6 Locember, while navi ctiug ths sloughs north of Brigantine

el md orrill oleinsd furtbar Bt he sighted the NP7 UIST

sground in Briguntino Inlet and rocognised 1t as Lhe semo vessel

whoss masis he had seen qn' 4 lsoember, 1952.%

e toord nade tho following donclusionss

" "l. ia the shacnoe of any kuown survivors or of uuy r2iords of

the voyu e Lhe cauge of the casunlty cannot 29 dut.rained.

"2, rrom Who ovlideno. sdducwd, howevor, it is gonsidered , thst
tho vesscl stranded somo tims surdn, the sorning hours of §
vecober, 1952, ab or near tho position in which it wee found and
furthur that the throe per-ops whose bodleg wore riscovered on
the beach lost thoir 1livus by drowping or cxhaustion and exposure
in an ati,mpt to roach the shore after the strending ocuurred.

*3. In esta lishing the time of stransipg it 1s considered that
the maximvm ovara;e spued of advonge possible in tho light of
woather conditions anc design chirscteristics of the vemsscl would
ba el ht kuots. Since the vistoucu from the point of ..eperture is
o less thon 97 milis, the earliest poseible noment of stranding
would bo 2330, 4 ‘eczmbor, 152,
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w4, 1% ie consldered unllk:ly ihet sgyons would trode the

scmaerative oufuty of e v, vel for that of ths Jinghy unlese

iy ntannd A th imponding dertrocliou.  here boim: no evicehas

F ooy otber dumyper vuveh o fird or foumdaring it is prosumsd that
cany 4?7 the yeeas) brescing up on tha shoal prompted those

phonro 4o sbEnon.

®5. e relative positiciw of the voudes an. the dinghy as found
on Lix: basoh tond W support s conulusisn hat those threc, ot
leuat, 1.4 the vesgel togothar in the Jinghy and such is the
baslicf of the Joard. In this connesiion the opipiop of the Lowmly
Phyuicisn that Ahdbarg's cdesth occurraed 24, hours prior to the other
two wes rjegtsd sincu 1t wag appa.catly besed sololy on tho frot
thot the bodloe of wio woman «ad tho boy wwed ™o ovidehoe of
having bosn attacked by sulmul life ur in the czse of Ahlberge. ..
The record discloses, howevor, thut Ahlberg’e hocy was found

face upward, so thst thes : aten ino cevomposed arose 1oy axposed
wheroes the boolss of the other two mwere “oun fsce downward,
hosvily clothed cnd with the 1ifc preservers in both ingtancas
wvering ths head.

"y, here i3 wo evidonos to indicate tho fete o theamer, but
1% 39 the boldaf of the Board that be was lost prior to the
ptrencing. Under the oixrvumatences it 1s considered unl:kely
that tha vessul vould huve bson sbanconsd had the owmer boen
pres:mh. 1€, on the othor hsnd ihe vesscl was abandoned under
hie ‘ivect on, he rould uncoubtedly havo accompsaled his wife cud
child rnd hip body would probubly have buen rucovured vith the
otnnrs.

%, The uhsonos of ths cempess nuggests it :os tskem in the
dinghy whah the vessel wos shawdcnad, The prus.ncz of more
velusble articl s ghoard the vuae:l whieR it wus Jound pracludes
the poswibility that tho conpnas wap stolen by sn unknown person
an¢ thy construotion of the biuueclo would have provanted it fruas
being thromn 'ron the vees.:l by hosvy suas.

"g, The poeition of stranding vos gunsidered on unfortunate
trick of feto. Although cesolste, it lies only rour miles from the
Const Gu-rd lookout tower at Little kg, Lifebout Station and just
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(\; 4w0 milos (rom tha populatuﬁ outekirts of Mrigsotine, L.l hile
morsally visible 4o cleer atzosphere, the wosther such as preveilad
taroughout § Tecembar roulc enapletely otscure thi srom.
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“y, Loy the JPTI ST to have beon in Little i, inlat ot 1630,

i mgamher n8 suggucted hr the teeticomy of the risherman woule have
* negesaiiated sn improbsble sverugs epecd of 1B kwote nd the

popaibility wse tharefor:s rejo:zted.

715, ‘he seplasbonce rondered by the voust owru following the
capunrlty wus coneddored satisfactory imn »ll rvepecis. sltticugh the
Sme betmacn tho roceipt of motice thereof and the crrivel of the
first cospt Guard undt on the scene was considared 10 be excessive,
it in no vay affected the ultimave result.

®31. it is further consluared that ihe ounoer of the "P™TET ewe-
cised poor judgment sither in fuilimyg to avall hias:1lf o7 weather
foreccets, or, hiving «<ona s0, for dep riin, on o offshord voyaue
in sn uniamilisr veseel koowing sush wosthor to exist along the ronte."

Se Tho Yosrd mad: the following dacomuendations

"], Singe the presence of unapproved equipmont constituted the

only violation of lmw uni in the abe.noe of sny cvidenca of foul

pley, it is rocomaended mo further action be takom .nd the cree
C\ be cloved.” L

. & ® ® & 8 &6 4 B & 5 & 0 0 0 & &

6. It is recomran-ed that the -ipdings of Fect, conclusions, &nd
~ecommenuntions of the frino Hoard of Iuvestigstion be approv.d.

/s/ I
P. A, OVENDEN
FI-BT JI0°S . LNT 1 'V memorzncum of 20 'ebrusry 1953 N
2 March 1953

Froms Chicf, 9 ice of !lerchent Hsrime Lafely
lot vomaandant T
Forwerdud, Tecomiowmiing spproval.

/s/

H, C. SHEPHEARD .
APV .Ds  MAR, 3, 1953 B
(/I
- Vice Admirsl, U, S, Coast Guard:
Commandant






