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17 September, 1961
{LOGAN*S FORT = a=5 &)
Froms  Chief, Merchamt Vessel Inspeotion Division e
WI . w r A i"""" .
Sukds Marine ard of Investigation; S8 LOGAN'S PORT sxplosicn
Phapt on Roads, Va. 20 Jamary, 1961, with loss of life
15 Purauant 4o the provislcns of Title 48 C.F.H., Part 136, the recerd
of the Marins En-u-d convened to lmvestipate sulject casualty, together -dth
its Findings of Fact, Oplnions and Hmmudntim. has besn reviewsd and
is forwarded I‘I.rn'&.th- N
B, The 8% LOCAN'S PORF, & tank wessel of 10,296 g.t., on B0 Jamoary,
1551, wae discharging a ocargo of gascline and korossns into berges alongeide
at Hampton Hoads, Vas At about 3140, upon making preparations to secure dis=-
charge of karceens from No'- 4 farge tanie, on explosion from undstermined
origin coccurred in YNo. 4 camter carge tank whioh resulted in a fire in the
forward part of the vosssl. This fire ws extinguislwd with asslsiarcs frem
shore fmollities with no major damage to the vessel. The third mate and -
punpman onboard the 55 LOGAY'S PORY and the tankerman ooboard the berge
5 GATCO 106 loat sheir liveas in this casualty.
- 1 The Foard mads the following Findings of Fuets
®1. That on 18 Jamuary, l9El, the tank wvessal LOGAN'S FORT -.ﬂ'i‘lld
in Aanpton Hoads, Virginia en route from Lake Charles, Loulsiama to .
l!n-rfnlk. Tirginia. : :
"2, That the vesssl was loaded with a full ocorge of keresens sod
guecline destined for the Citles service 04l Terminal at Forfolk,
Tirginia.
3. That the LOCAN'S FORTs O.N. 2476783 rig St.s.; type T-2 tank
wozspel) home port NHew York, H.Y.} grose tons 10,296) bullt 1B40j
hull steel; last inepsoted 9 Fobruary, 1950 at Jacksonville, Fla.,
was owned and oporated by the Clties Sorvioce Ellil Co. of 70 Plne 8%.,
Hew York b, Bew York.
vg, that the master was |GGG oo cdirese
Few York, H«¥., and forty-one (41) men wers carriod in
the vesssl's orew,
r-\.




Chiaf, VI Division to 17 Beptembur. 1361
Comsmndunt {LOGAN'S FORY = =B Hi)

"G« That tho vessol nnshored in lhmpten Hosade anohorsge “D* whore
lightering operations were bépun o eoable the vessel to berth at
" the Cltles Service 01l Tormimal at Morfolk, Virginis.

“Es That tho LOUAN'ES FORT wae loaded with Leropens in Hos. 1, 2,
S and 4 tapke and gasoline in Wos. b B, T, 8 and 9 tanks.

*T. That wvessels opsrated by the Julfl Atlaotio Tranaportatiom Co.
af Norfolk, Virginia were sngaged to lighter the LOGAN'S FORT.

"8. That the wessels used for lightering wers tho moter tank ves-
el MARLIN amd the bargess GATCO 104 and GATCO 108 whieh weres abtanded
by the disssl tugs HEGIS mmd LOVISIANA TIX.

"9, That at 10156 hours, E.5.T., 19 Janwery, the flret Imtﬂfﬂ.ﬂ
opsrations were begun.

"10, That the targes were taken to the Clties Service Termimal and
discharged then returned to the vessel for ancther load.

1. That at 2000 houra F.5.T. on 20 Mmr:f. the U.V. MAALLIN wee
sioured on the port side of tho vessel loading gasoline while the
barges GATCO 106 and GATCO 104 were secured on the starboard eide,
forward and ef't respectively waiting to ba londed.

#1Z2« That the towing wossel M.V. LSOIE vas cecured on the after
outboard cornar of the barge OATCO 104 with the towing wessel
TOUTEIAKL ITI seourod alongeldw.

"18%. That kerosens was being discharged into the targe GATCO 108
at the sama time gasoline was being discharged into the M.¥. MARLIN.

"l4: That the 8 to 12 pae. watch on duty on the LOGAN'S FORT oon~

aigted of the followl orew Dembers; Mail J. Cubl th
trd nate, NN able esaman,

B sblo soamen and T T
“"16. That the pumpman on duty at the tine wae _

"l8. That the tankerman o ] 104 sttending
the loading of same was




" Cidef, ¥VI Pivision to 17 Sepentor, 1961
Commandan® ' - (LOGAN'S FUIT - a=b 2d)

"17. That the discharge of gascline into the M.V. MAHLIN was oome
pleted at 2036 hours E.5.T. and sald vesssl daparted at approximtely
E1lE hours E.B.T.

"18. That tho lightering of the voasel was l:l;plﬂtﬂ to e completed
during the 8 to 12 p.n. watch.

"1%. That kerossne wus the only grade of oll being discharged after
the . V. MARLIN departed from the wossel's port slde.

920, That the weather at this time wanp nlu.r. wind uut.hlrur, foraes
two, aee alight, wisibddlity good.

“2ls That the wind was from the port aide of the LOGAN'S FORT.

"22. That the loading manifold of the bargs GATCO 108 was abreast
of the gtarbourd disshargs manifeld aboard the 58 LOGAN'S FORY,
jocatad immadiately aft of the midship houss.

P23, That at about 2130 hours E.5.T. the oaly tanks being discharged
inte the barge GATCO 108 ware Ko. 4 starboard wing, Ho. Iunhrud
B, § ]l'ﬂ'l"t 'l.‘.m-r

"24+ That Fos 2 port wing tenk was belcy stripped inmto No. 4 oenter.

86, That nt about this time the pumpman, bad Fone
to the forvard dock where tenks Nos 1, 2, O, mere Located.

"20+ That the third mate Cobitt-Smith and the thres sesmen on watoh
wre aft of the midehip houss on the after deck at this time.

"i7. That the berge GATCO 106 was sbout loaded and discharging inte
same was to ba atopped.

“28. That the third mate inquired of [ the 0.5., as %o the
puspman's whereebouts and weas told that he vas balisved to ba af'%
drinking coffes.

H28, That the third mats directed B> notify the punipean he
wag wanted oo the lerward deak.

*50. That ] started aft to notify the punpman as directed.




Chiuf, ‘NI Divlclion to 1T qepriiBer, 1961
Commandant {LOGAIT*S PURT = meb Td)

“51. That NN, .-, adviced the third mate that the
pumpen had alresdy pons fopwards

®32. They the third mete directed the two seamen, Muffran and
Bogaart, to stend by foremrd precerstory to shuttlog down on walves.

"35. Thet I oreowlesd the whlrd mate through the ghalter deck,
starborrd side, from the after dack to the forwerd dsck.

*54. Thet [ vae following imacdintely 4o back of the third
mate in the shelter deck when he stopped to oall to the ordinary
seansn, [ thet the pumpmen wae ferward.

n26. That [ -2 proceeded to o polnt between Yo« 2 znd Nos 3
starboard tanks preparatory to orossing to ths port side of the for-
ward deck nhen j# heard a noise liks air escaping suddenly from a
hoses

R36:. That he turnod, looking aft, but saw nothing unosual o
P37+ That lhw did not cbesrve the third mate at that tima.

"E8. That he hed noted the pumpman ir the vleinlty of lb. 1 port
taunls

"E9. That an instant ofter heering the nooles similar to escaping
alr hs heard the noieo agein and cboerwved a flash in the peneral
vielnity of lio. & center tank.

40, That an explosion cocurred shimitansously, and the forward deck
was immedistely ongolf'sd in flames.

T2l. That the sceoan, [N = ot this instent about midmsy through
the shelter deck on the starbeard side.

"42. That the third mato had taksn btut & few steps onto the forward
deck at this lpstant.

P43, That a sheokt of [lane rushed into the shelter deck through the
formrd starboerd door to same.

"44. That turnad and rushed eft followsed by o socond burst
af {lame 10 forvard deck.
=
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ComrRnia ik (LOGAN'S FORT - a=b )

746, That the master aboard the towing wessel HEGTS was stonding
at the pilot houss windcw of same watching tankerman Molean walking
toward The after end of ths berpe GATCO 106.

"48: That at the instent of explosion flaming oil was obserwed to
pour over the elde of the 50 LOVAN'S FOET and land on |

"47. That the noster of the tug REGIL lmmediately cast off from tha
gide of the targe GATCO 104 fearing further explosion.

"48. That the mnitﬂmm-wu oot seen again after the explosion
and Firas

¥"49. That the only perecns on the foroard deck of the 53 LOGAN'S FURD
at the tima of the explosion were the pumpman Sheldrick, able ssaman
B nd third mats Cubitt=Smith.

"50: That the time of explogion was noted by the meter of the LOGAN'E
FORT to be approximately 2140 hours L.S5.T.

"5l: That the master of the 55 LOGAN'S FORT wes 1o the midehilp ssloon
discussing the drmaft of the wessel with the chiefl mate at the time of
the explosion,

"62. That tho master ron to the pilot house two decks mbove by the
inside astairvmyo.

"58s That he turned on the genersl alarm which did not function.

"Ede That the olectric lipghtes in the mddehip house had gone out
as he mounted the stalresy to the pllot house.

P58+ That the forward deck was o wall of flames 8 viewed through
the pilot houge porte.

FEGs That the master ruched to the altor fore-snd-aft breldps order-

ing 21l hends to tho after part of the vessel sao he feared ancther
axploslions

"GT« That the master ordercd tho chiof mate to prepare the Ho. 4
lifebont for lowering.

ThGs That on tho masterts orders stoeim was put on the atesm amother-
ing sysitem to the cargo tarks.




Chief, VI Divisioa to 17 saptorber 451
Cormendant (LoGANS

"E9. That crew pembers rushed froem thoe crew's guarters aft due
to the sxplosion.

"60, That & Citios Service employes, tr. i} heerd the ory of
a man overboard om the port side aft of the midsghip house and brought
it to the attention of the boatsmin »ho wms near hy.

"Gls That the beatswain. I i=redistely threw o life ring
with lanyard atiached to one of *wo persons that wers obgerved im the
water.

%82« That the boatswmin ismedistely obtained ancther life ring with
an automatie watar light attached and lowered 1t to within a few fest
of the water before releasing same to the second man in the water.

"GE. That the beatswain chouted to the second man to grab the 1ife
ﬁ.n;.

"64. That the boatewain immedietely turned and ran to obtain ancther
1ife ring with a lanynrd atiached.

%66, That upon roturning to the sids of the vessel with the 1ife ring
with lanyard attoched, the loatswain vas told ty Mr. M‘;ﬂ:‘t the
second man had disappeered wlthout grabbing the life. to
him,

"56. That the darkness vas such that the persons in the water ocould
not be identifiad,

"67. That NN cre of the two persons in the water,
and he wags recovored by the orew members.

"68. that the ohief engineer hed rushed from the engine room to the
after punp room and then to ths midship house to determins the scurce
of the explosion and smoka,

"G8s That he walled to the forwerd storboard gide of the midship houss
and obgerved a man lyinz at the foot of the ladder on the forward deck
with his elothes burning.

"70. That the chiel engineer ran to the after fore-and=aft bridge whore
he met the master and adviged him of the man lying on the forward deck.

"7l. That the maaster and chisf enzinecr proceedsd to the starboard side
of the midship house.




Cilef, VI Livislon to 1T Septanber, 1261
Command ant (LOGAIE POKT = a=B )

"J2. That the oastor dezgended to tho forward deck boatiug out the
fire on the man's clothing and 1ifting him up the ladder assisted
by tha chiaf onginear.

7%, That they laid the man'a body (leter identified as Cubitt-Zmith)
dewn on the denk of the midship housé.

"7d. Thet the master and chisl englinser led oot & fire hoss rom the
port side of the mldship house and put out several mmall firss burn-
ing on the formrd deok.

®*THh. That the stoon smotharing had extinguished amy fire in the sarge
tanks at the time the fires on deck wers extingul ghed.

76 That boats were dispotshed to the 35 LOGAW'S FOET by the tug of-
fiee nt the Haval Opernting Base, the Coast Guard Dlatrioet Office and
other privete interests to naslet.

"7, Thai the Navy tug Y0=222 romoved the third mis, Cubitt-Smith ond
able seaman [ {rox the 68 LOGAN'S FORT delivering them
o 'Fi-'ﬂ-r Ts HedaDBay Norfolk, Virginia.

"T8. That emergoncy troatment was rondered by nawvel personnsl before
romcving them [rom the 55 IOGAN'S FORT apd upon arrivel at Pler T,
Haval Oporating Dass.

A7%: That the two men, R 2nd Cubitt-Smith, were transferred o
the . 5. Marine Hospitel, Forfolic, Virginia from Pler T, He0.B.

"00. That Navy fire lshters boarded the 55 LOGAN'S FORT st about
220 houra E,.5.T. and oproyed fomnite into Tlo. & starbeard wing tank.

"@l. That a search was made for the tenkarran, - by the mastar
of the towing wvessel REGIS nnd Lavy personnel after the fire had bean
sxtinguished,

"EE2.: Thet the pusps aboard the 55 LOGAN'E PORT were shut down by enpluoe
room persommel ghortly after the axplosion.

PE3.; That the only tenk valves on the forward deck to be found open
after the 'ire was eztinsuished woere e 2 port vwing tank, Wo. 4
etarboard,; Fo. & center amd Wo. 4 ports

B84, That a statie wire had besn conneécted betwean tho barge GATCO
108 and the LOGAN'S FORT.

aTo
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"E5. Tiat tiw barge GATCO 104 Tem louded through the wand Fold of
the GATCO 100 wfter the fire had beasn exiipsulshed.

06 That the 55 LOOAY'S FORT procesded bo the Cltloe Servios
Ternlaal av Merfolk, Virginle cn the following morning, 21 January,
1961,

"ATs Thot meil Je Cubitt-Soith died 2t the Us 5. Darins llogpital,
Morfolk, Virgloia om the varly morming of EZl Janusary, as & result of
Lburna roosived.

"E8 . That exszimation of the vescel rewealed that the explosiom and
'ire hat seanated from tha Corward deck of <he 55 LoGAK'S FORT in
the wicinity of lo. 4 tacdks.

Ra9. That the tank wops of all throe o« 4 taoke were distorted
autwards

00, Thet the tank top helding down doge were bont on sald tonks.

31 That evidenose of Mire was indicated inside the No. & centar
tank top.

"G, That internal damsge to the vessel in Fo. 4 tanks indicatsd tho
preatest force of the explosion to mave been in No. 4 center tank.

"0%. That the longltudimal bulkheads in No. 4 smter tank and holl
platas port and starioard wers bulgsd outeard.

"84, That the forward part of the midihip house was burmed more on
the starboard and center portion than on the port side of sawe.

"gB. That the vent lines on the forward deck lesding from the Hos.
1, 2, 8. and 4 tanks wore independent from the after tanks.

®0G. That the samples of korossne {rom the Nos. 1, 8, & and 4 tenks
wore takon ng wall as samples of kercesne from the barge GATCO 106.

"9T. That said pamplos were tested and showed no nﬁnm_nr asoling
being mixed with sama.

"8, That no domage wae sustained by eny wessel alomgside the
85 IOGAN'S MURT ag a result of tho sxplesion end fire.

ufao
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L}

90, That & portiom of & flashlight found on the forward deck after
thlﬂlhinﬂmthuu“thﬂlpptﬂﬂdplﬂthuﬂinﬂﬂuh
'lizhtmpllld thnﬂrmi.

'm.mmmuwruﬂum-mmlmwﬁnm
a®] for orew members to ugo. :

'lm.th:hallwluruhmmmmtﬂrﬁlhdin of N

«n4 NN following the ¢xplosion ad fire,
RATDN not bean reccvered.

*108, That the only means of gesclins wapor eatering ¥o. 4 tui'.-
before the axplosian would have basa 'l'.hrnl.gh the atoam gsothering
lloes mhich ware open.

"i108. That no evidenes ralative to the oripgln of sy spark which
eould have initiated tho exploaion apd flre was diseovered.

"104. That as & result of the axploslaon the bulkhsad between lMo. 4
mm-ﬁmw-mmpﬂmﬂmn hﬁ-rrnnm.ﬂh-
Eﬂl"hﬂ.' i

T106. That :In.-lhnhmnmgufnﬂmﬂthuﬁugtmmﬂ'
by the Lmrim B.u'nm of Bhipping and Comit Guard Impil_t-nrh

"108s That & semworthy certificate was iessued the vessel to proceed
' to Galveston, Texns for noeded repaira, '

"107.: That the vesssl prooweded from Worfolk, Virginia after the
board of inveatipgation had interrogated orew member witnessse.

"108. That the injured crew member, [[IEGEGE = lﬂtw
nthnu.s.wimﬂupimm:guunmmth-m:mwm
Guard Offloe, Norfolk, Virginis.

"109. That -i! recovering from thn severe burne recelived.

¥110. That no definite cauee for the explosion and fire could be
given by sald witnsss.

#111. That tho record of repairs effacted at Owlveston, Texas did not
raveal any fact which would explain the cause of tha l:pluli.u. aed
fire.




thlef, LVI Sivision’ b0 r i = Py septamber, 195t .
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T WMMIHWI‘:HMW&I'.

"1, That the explosion and ﬂﬂ wha caused by t;n!.tim of gasoline
fumes in the wielnity of No. 4 contar sarge tank which were ignited .
.. Y :pu.‘l.'i of undetarmined origin.

"2+ That th-hkm:rnm carried hm-lhﬂumdmthﬂ ﬂlﬂtlﬂ
the l'mu ascestary for the explosion.

e '!‘hl’q. the pressnce of gasoline I.'n:-l within said lios & ceater

| onrgo tank and sll other carpgo tanks forvard of the mddship house
could be possible by ressom of the steam smothering line being open
t0 all onrge taniks,

"é. That th-‘mp:umun originated ‘within Hos 4 suntor carge tamke

" %G, That s defoctive Flashlight or wtesl belmg wtruck againct steel

wad the most probables nuruufnmrtrlquirdtntmih thn-
plosive fumes pressnt. ’ _

""E- ~That the ﬂpl.n.ﬂ.nn was initiated in some munner by the third

"F. That the explosion l-;nit'nd the Kerdsone within %o. 4 tanks which
was thrown upward thm;hthnulltglm

"5, That thrhuqm-mhn&ﬂunmuﬁ-mﬂ;._'
o E-

"5, That there was no oareleas handling of ocango.

“1:|:l. That removal of ullage soreend on oocoaslon is necessary fu'
vieving the contant of the tanks. ;

"1 . That pumpar aboard the 55 LOGAN'S FORT, and

rran aboard the h.-r:nmmu 108, met death
ag & re explosion and fire,

"1E.Mth1rhd1"mkmmthmtﬂldmmm
the visinity of the anshorsd vessel." : ’

Be The Foard mde the following Reccmsendatiom;
‘"that the case be cloged.”
FEVARRS

Ba It is reconmandod ﬂn‘hﬂm?indhgldhﬂ. ﬂpininﬂllndﬁumn—
nn:ﬂntinn of the ‘mrine Bnud of In“-hisnt.im be approved.




¢hisf, WI Division to ' o 17 eptember, 1951

Commandant . _ = (LOGAN'S FORT = a=5 B}
Ind=1

¥
24 Boptember, 1961

From: Chisf, Office of Merchant Marims Safety
Tos Conmndant

Subj; Marine Board of Inwestipationj S8 LOGAN'S FORT explosion
j Hampton Reads, Va. 20 Jaouary, 1881, with loas of Life

Forwarded, rococmending approval.

27 geptembar, 1951

E%m ﬁ%g - " : .
Tioce Admiral, U. 5. Coast Guard : :
" Commmandant
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