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N © UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

¢\ ADDRESS REPLY TO: » 5
| COMMAHDANT - o , . : . L
! U.S. COAST GUARD 12 Kay, 1960 o ]
3 HEADQUARTERS . - FIlEs GH-6-2/4.. -~ . .~ - 1
WASFINGTCN 25, D.C. - {P/B LACKARANNA - ;
. SS FOTINI (Greek)
a-3) ‘

From: Chief, Merchant Vessel Inspesotion Division
To: Commandant
+ Via: Chief, Office of Merchant Marine Safety .

e e

Subj: Marine Board of Invastigation; Collision steam ferry LACKATIANNA

SS FOTINI (Greck) Doleware River.an 6 January, 1950, with loss

of 1life,

1. Pursuant to the provisions of Title 46 C.F.R. Part 136, the record of
- the Marine Board convened to investigate subject casumlty, together with the
- Findings of Faot, Opinions and Recommendations, has been reviewed and is for-' 6

. warded herewith. ' ' /

2 The American ateam ferry LACKAWANNA of 1079 gr'o;s"@nsa built in 1906, —

_ bound from Bridgeport, N. J. to Chester, Pa,, ocollided at approximately 0814

j-«"™" 5 January, 1950 with the Greek steam freighter FOTINI of 7176 gross tons,
) bound from Philadelphia to sea. The weather was oloudy, smoky sad foggy with

§ < ;8 1ight southwest wind. The visibility was less than 250 feet and the tide

i wes ebbing at better than I knota.

" Ba As e result of this oasualty, Mro. L. M. Lymburner of;
.Montreal, Quebeo, lost his life. ’ ‘ .

4. The Loard made the following Findings of Faot:

-

- "(1) At or about 0814, 5 Jepuary, 1950, the outbound S.S. FOTINI
(Greek) collidsd with the Ferryboat IACKAWANNA in the Delaware River,
earoute to Chestar, Pe., from Bridgeport, N.J. The collision occurr-
ed near the eastern edge of the main ship chsnnel, approximately L
1,200 yards down channsl from the Chester Range lighted buoy 4-C. The : |
F/B LACKANANNA was demaged and one of her passengers, Mr., L. M.
Lymburner, believed to be HMyears of age, of | Montreal,
Quebec, was fatally injured es a result of this casualty, The astem of
the FOTINI atruck the LACKAKANNA on her starboard side, spproximately
35° abaft her bow, ‘ : '
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{2) Neme of vessel: S8 FOTINI L
Offioial Humber: 246079 ' SR
Propulsion: Steam !
Ssrvice: Cargo
; Home Ports Pirasus_ Greece
! Owner: ) Carras (U.S.A,) Ltd., 24
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Chief, MVI Division to 12 May, 1960 .
Commindent i : a88-2/4
' (F/8 IACKAANNA - S5 YOPINT -
(Greek) o-3)
_ State St.. New York, 4, N.Y.

Magter: F. Chios, Giecbe

Groas Tonuages 6 ‘

Length: 422,8

Type: : Liderty .

Naxme of wemsel: Perrybost LACKAWANNA

Offiofal Mumbers , - 202688 . .

Propulaion; : Stean ' _

Bervices " Perry pessenger

Bome Port: ' Philadelphia, Pa.

Owner: - : Delawere Riwer Ferry Co., _

Fe, of P

Masters

& *Ve
Mhen builts 1906 ,
Orons Tonnage: 1,079 :
When & where last inapecteds 28 December, 1949, Phila., Pa.
I‘n‘&' 305.1 '
Types Porryboat

(3. At the time of the collision the weather in the vieinity of the
ossualty was oloudy, smoky, and foggy with a light southwest wind,
Visibility was lcu'thm' zﬁo feot when the P/B. IACKAMANNA end the 8.8,
FOTINE sighted each other. The tide was sbbing at better then 1} knots.-

(4) The 8.8, FOTINI oleared aml departed from Pier 14, Port Riclmond s
Philadelphia, Pa., at spproximately 0630, being counded by Harry D,.
Lezmon, s Delawars River Pilot. The veasel praceeded down the Deleware
River without inctident snd with good visibility until abe appromched ,
Thomson Poiat, N.J., where she startsd to encounter smog.' The ship's ;
speod was reduced to 1/2, fog signal sounded, and a lookout_ordered
poated, The Chief Mate whs relisved by the 2nd Mate on the bridge, and
the former went t0 stand by the anchors on the mastar's orders. Both
anchors were ready for letting §° and had Seen since the vessel olesred
Pier 14¢. The FOTIKI oontinued at half speed and sounded her fog signals. !
Shortly after the visibility inoreased and the fog signals were stopped, : :
the FOTINI met an upbound Atlantio tanker as she .approached the. junotion o
_of the Tinioum and Eddyatone ranges. The two vessels exchanged infor~
metion as to the weather and the tanker stated that there were no wvessels .
anchored in the chanunel below. At the intersectiom of the Tinfoum and
Eddystene ranges, visibility beoeme muoh less, particulerly % the eaat-
ward, and the fog signals were resumed. The pilot was able %o guide hin- i
8olf on the ways of the Sun Shipyard, for the change of course down the :
Eddystone Range and later on the tank of the Scott Paper Company for the

change of course to the Cheater Range. FWhile on this reach, he was able
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Chief, WVI Division to = .. - 12y, 1980
it ! __ | e e
: "~ (F/B-lacKamANNA. - S

~

0 pick up the black tower on the Chester Ford Plant dogk, tut waé'inable
to plok up Cisster Range 1ighted duoy 4-C watil it wis olbse’iboafd
on the port hand. At about the time the Buoy was a besm, viaibility
was seon to be decressing so that spesd was reduced to slow, After

at slow speed for several minmutss, the engines wére stopped
visn whistle signals were heard several times shead. The vessel °
continued {0 steer ber oourse at 2851°, (which is the “srus oourse for
this renge), aid sound fog siguals until the 7/D IACKAWANNA wes sighte
od about 108 on the port bow about 40 feet off. ‘The eagines wers then
backed full md hrd right rudder applied. The vessel “ontinued fore
ward without motioeadle changs in oourse until she struck: the ferry-
boat. The FOTINI souided backing signal followed by ¢ dimger signel
after the pilot ramg for full estern on the telegragh: The:freighter -
never lost stesrage way before striking the LACKARANEA.

(6) The F/B LACKAKAMNA, taking on passengers snd vehicles st Bridge-
port, ¥.Js heard the ¥/B CAPE MAY depart from Ghester, Pa. et 0808 and
start sounding her fog signals. Then at 0810, having completed losding,
the F/B LACKARARNA' departed from her slip at full speed.. After sound-
ing her slip signal, she started to sownd her fog sigaal st sbout 16
second intervala. Ihese signals were answered esch time by the CAPB
MAY, lLess than one minute after departing, the LACKANANNA dgoremsed

- Spesd ® slow arnd started to exchange whistle signals with the other

ferry at more frequent intervals. WFhen they sighted edek other, the F/®
CAPE NAY sounded & two blast signal end the LACKANANNA veplied mith's
mo blast signal. The two vessels then vassed eabli othé# starbeard to
starboard, olearing each other by a ship's length. The GAFE MAY having
¢one by, the master of the LACKANANNA started to ewing right siowly to
north by east while continuing at slow speed, Exchauging whistle signals
with a ship upstream, snd realising that it was bound downstream, and
fairly olose, the master of the LACKANANMA stopped his engines. Alwost
immediately after stopping the enginss, and while still swinging right
slowly, the whistle of the FUTINI was again heard very close aboard, -
and she was sighted more than 65 fest off the starboard bow., Almost
simultencously with the above, the master of the IACKANANNA reversed his
sngines full speed, sounded the backing signal and followed. this with
the -danger signal. He then jingled for emergency full astern. less
than one minute after the FOTINI was sighted, the two vessels were in

collision, Herry D. lesson, Pilot of the S.85., FOTINI was aware that the

vessel whose whistle signal he heard was & ferryboat evea before he
sighted her. ' o P R -

(6) 1In addition to the whistle signals of the three vesvels, there wes

s oiren blowing on each ferry slip. These sirens are sounded in a fog to

guide the ferries into the slips. They are operated manuslly by the
tioket takers who operate them in a pulsating mamner. The ferry slips
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Chief, MVT Division to
Commendant

12 .
Ia% 1050
(7/B La0KAMANNA -~ 88
TOTINT (Greek), a-3)

(7} There wes considershle oomfliot ia the testisony of the witness-

the whistle signals heerd prior %o the collision., The

o9 ]

witnesses oa the FUTIMI testified that there wore aumerous fog siguals
exchanged betwesn the tm mh.mﬁt&qmu\n‘unc
mlduuomuhﬁuﬁoomlvm. Rharess, the witmeas-

and they were able to see her before the collision, The crew memders
of the CAPE MAY teatified that they beard 5o whistle signals from the

FOTINL while orossing the river,

but they did hear some ship's whistle

up river just prior to their departure from Chester, Pa,
(8) The drafs of the 8.5, FOTIN was 10 4" forward, 16 6" ot

(3) The sugle batwesn the keel
of impact was approximately 145°

1inse of the Wwo vessels at the time
. nunmmdn-potoournto

the ﬂ&thrth.hrrybottm-ﬁoﬂuﬁohnmhdﬁwm

oﬁorhﬂntﬁudm.,

(10) The 8.8. WIINI'e response
Speads is as follows; .

in repum's o designated hh(nyh

Full Speed ~ 65 o o7 LePomo's
Halr Spesd ~ 42 ® ¢85 ToPolle's
8low Speed - 28 o 32 r.p.m.'s

(11) The course from ferry slip
0?“"191 trus. ’

to ferry alip is 000 - 180 magnstie

(12) Inere were no failures in equipment on sither vessel.

(13) Passengers who were si

in their cars had sufficisns

tting waraing
of e Wulmhnnd&oummmtieh the other ahip
nlm;nﬂntthoynuabhh‘otout and procesd to the port

bow prior to the two vesssls com

ing into contaot with ench other, Orders

wers givei, word was passed on board the forry o issus 1life jackets
/N whem it was realised that collision was them unawoideble,

whe
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Chisf, "{ Divieion to T 12 May, 1960

(18) Wwa the FOTINI penstrated the ferrybost it pimed Mr. Lymburner
against the side of the ocar that was abesd of the one im which he was
ri o Bis gromns were heard by other passengere, and ir.
s passenger, and daily commuter, went to his assistence and
first aid. Ir.*ctwunuh Rin over the hood
~ of the car, but was wable to do muoh more then touch him with Ais

fingertips. The vessls thea Br, lguburner slioped into
the water along with the debdris. Nr. » without hesitation,
' ' ' ‘swam towards the wmeonsoiows Mr.
from the skip's side face down.
eble ¥ swim back to the
support. Three 1ife
. _ 5. He was.able to get a
hold of two of them sd wsing 0 support himself while he held Mr.
Lymburzer soross his body keep faoce above water. He was wmedle
to do anything further as his hands started to become Bumd from the
oold weter sud he was unsble to ' arcund the perscn

ho was assisting, r. N jveped
including an Army 0.D. sweater.

(17) "Man overtoard” was sung out as soom as the late Mr. lymburwer
wes sestz to fall into the water. The master of the ferry then ordered
the lifeboat lowersd. Approximstely 8 49 10 minutas later, the star-
board lifeboat was lowered witit tiree members of the orew in the ddat.
Part of this delay was dus to the nsceseity of issuing 1ife preservers
to the passengers snd insuring the safety of the wessel. Before they
oould pick up the wmen out of the water two truck drivers jumped into
the boat from the wehicle deck. Their assistence wesm't requested, but




' Chief, WVI Division to
/™ Commandant . '

i-

(18) - The bow penetrated the ferry ma.—.-.my 14’ through the

overhang of the car deck to the main hull and opened up the hull

Slightly where the sheer strske jolns the main deck. e

()  Thore were 20 othés injuries to persomnel on either vessel

tkoept' thoee received by the'late Mr. lymburner. ' . ¢ -
S v EE S DI . : i e

(21)  Both vessels were adequately samed for the cenditions prevail-

{82) - Barty D. Lesimon, gilot of the 8.8, FOTINI, was soting mnder
suthority of his State PLlot's Licsnse ot the tims of the sesuslty.”

: , » _ .
The Board sapressed the following Opinionss

1) 1t4s the ;ophina ‘of the bosrd that Ifoﬂn ‘mnh i‘aro eware
of each other snd their spproximate relationship with enclr other
for some time prior to the casualty, , . ‘ :

(2)  The Perryboat IACKAXANIA more or less the eppr
dowabound freighter wmtil ehe had sleared the F/8 CAFE MY, which
she desmed her most immediate denger. Then after thet denger wes
over, turned their atteution to the FOTINI. It is believed thet if
the JACKARANEA wis unaware of the FOTINI she would have inereased -
spesd efter passing the CAPE MLY, and the master would nod have
stopped ‘his éngines upon hearing what he testified was the first

%
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¢\ Chlef, MVI Division bo 18 May, 1960

Commandan . aHs-2/4
* | A

(1)  The Ameriem Pilots’ Association be furnished a eopy of the
report for ectiom againe$ Pilot lemmon, who wee

suthority of his State ldcense, md timt he bs charged with fatl-
we 4o exsreise the prudsmoce md osution in the pilotage of the
NTAL required wder the conditions existing at the time,

(2) n.Fu evrded the Troasury Depariment Silver

Life “‘1“ °

RENARKE
fally conours with the recopmsadation of the Board that
ewarded the Tremsury Degartment Silver lifesaving Nedad

Purpose, it is recoemsnded that after spproval by the Commndent,
the recerd of subject sasunliy be referred %o

'
Subjeat o the fregolsg Temarks, 1t is rescumended Wut the Pindings

of Fast, Opinions snd Mecommndations of the Narine Noard of Inwsstigation be

~
1.
Ne.
. -
%
~
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Chief, MVI Division %o . : 12 May, 1950 - o
Commandant ' ' GH5-2/4 .. S :
(F/B lACKAWANNR -~ SS o

FOTINL (Greek) a-3)

Ind-1 16 May, 1950 .
GHS-2/4 ' » -
(F/B LACKAYANNA - 88 _ 1
FOTIRI (Greek) a-3) B

From: Chief, Offica of Merchant Marine Safety

Tos Commandant

Forwarded; recomumending snproval.

B o

APPROVED:s 17 MAY 13950

PIPRRHN O

I! II!lI" %LW‘EE‘ LD )

Vice Admiral, U. 2. Cosst Guard . -
Counzndent o f
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