Ohief, Merchand Vessel Mspection Division
Camandant
Via:  Chief, G S0e of Yorchant ¥arine Sefely

Subj: Vaerine Board of Investigatiomj collision !.n'ulﬂn MW FERRSTREAN

{Norveglan) and S8 HAWAIZAW RANCHER, San Trunaisoo Bay, Californing:
11 Deceaber 1952

1, = Pursuant %o the provisions of Title 46 CFR Part 126, the mecord
of the Marine Board convened %0 invostigate subject casualty, togsthes
with 1ts Findings of Faoct, Conslusions apd wmum, bhas been
revisved and is forwvarded herewith.

2, Gn 11 Desesxbar 1952, the 83 AAYALIAN RAIC:ER, & cargo vessel of
8,353 gots, vas inbound in Sen Fremelaco and proceeding to an '
anchorags, and the MV FEARSPREAM ( ws cutbound proeseding to

sea. magatm‘mrow.wnnmummxhuv/m-m.u
the acs ozlm, Both vesuals wers souniing regulation fog signals and

their respective radars vere manned by compeient persoansl, While
prosesding on various courses and speeds, srvors in judgment of comrse
wwm-&mwnm»ﬂmath.nmmmz,
in position 121° True, 0. miles from Iime Poimt The
wﬂ&mmuwmmwmmmwuummm

daungs.

3. The Board mide the followiag Pindings of Vest:

"l. On 1l Deomuber 1952, adoud 0730 P.S.T., the 85 HAHALVAR .
mmmmmmmmmmmmm _.
ogly weatiny on San Francisco Pay, California, in e ittem =
mmu., 0.8 niles from Limo Foimt Lightbouss (U.S.0. & C.S. .
Chart No. 5535). mwmﬁmmmxm.
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Ghisf, M Divisica to

picture to the muater; m,mmm'-,m,.muv
mm:mu«hm.m<mmum. Before
the second mete reported the course to the
mmmnaultomm?’m.uﬂttlmmu,tb
vesoel was on this course. R

*1l. The FERNSTR:.AM | from the north side of pler 22 at
sbout 0592 om 11 December 1932, bound for Manila, P,

carried /2 evew, 11 persons in rddition to ,
loaded vith 6,378 toas of oargo, consisting of 3,000 tons of soy
beans in the belance general ani mafl, ta draft on
departire vas 23'09% forwvard amd 28%00% art.(25'10L* mean), The
rmﬁaanmxmamummhamm.anmmw B
11‘!-- ’ : . . . R o

92, San mnmmaﬂr m.. We Jo m“n' ﬂ“m mam‘y
of ais California State 1% » Va8 on the bridge piloting. With
h:luuntmhridgem.ﬂ‘nmsm,thmmimm ' ‘

T MfmummmmmruhkMsmw
the anchors anl acting as lookout. Vis ility vas about 1.5 miles.

hed
plan-position-dndicator (PFI) type scope and was located in the |
me. - . '

"13. The vessel's main sngine hed boen ranning at the apd

wes warmed u; when the FFRNST DAM departed. As close @8 cun be . |
deternvined by the tostimony, the FLRHSTHEAM'S mansuverin, :peeds ‘
vere about 1, knots at full speed ahead, 10 kmots at half speed T
ahead aml 6 knots at slow spsed ahead. e i

"l4. After the FERN TE: M left the doelt, Pilot Olsen hoaded it

in a general northerly direction, Because of other vecacls on

the bay, Olsen mansuvered om various speeds and besdings, The
FEINSTR- AM pwssed Blossom Roek Buoy 6 b on ite port side amd
after rouniing the buoy, heeded in a generel direction toward
Pler 45. Both Aleatras Island end Pler 45 wire visidle. It wme
vhen these points werc abeam or slightly sbaft the besm that the
FERISTROAM overt. ok the GECRGE LUCKERBACH ebout 200 to 300 yayds
off the FEANSTREAM'S etarboard side. Tha FFRISTREAS ongine was
on full ahead, : o

mile scole, was on anl operating Autwqew. The redar
in
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P Chlef, WY Division to . e - =
7 Compmandant : .

BAWATIAY RANCIFR « Cml2

"15. According to the tastimony of tho pilet and chief matc, the

FIRNSTREAM panved through the degaussing buoys about 100 yards

south of Buoy "A% (tin northerrmost duoy). The master wvas juarding

the radar ecope ani testified the FERNSTREAM "passed the degeussisg

Duoys cn the south side®. The megter 1:ler chasged his testimony

:’:?wvtthmtorthspnotm.tmmswpmwm v
ﬂt.. . ' . .

96, Before sontiming with the “ERRSTGAN'S teneuvers, from.
thia point to the point of collision, it stowld be stated that
rooords maintained on the FIRESTRIAH in regard to timms of englme
mnsuvers, courses stesred, and other Snformation fycea which a
definite [ix of this vessel oould: be asssrtaised, vere lost and
8ot available to the Beard., The 1ou h and emooth brilge logs _
were written up in the morning and afterncon after Lhe collisica,
respectively, from recollected timos -nxl maneuvers. Neither this
information nor testimony of FERISTREAM witnesses established
satisfectorily to tho Board the time the FERNSTREAM pessed the
degaussing oys or the position of the FERNITREAM im relatioa to -
the degausaing buoys. :

*17. It was testiffed that the FERNCTHCAM pmssed the degsvesing
buoys with it engine sn half spesd alwad and on course 275° gyvo,
The master wes still guarding the radar. The vessel had been ard
vas gtill sounxding fog signals., The viwel hmd been relieved
earlisr at about 0715 with the helm hard left and the reliswed
helmsman was to join tie chief mate ami carpestor on the foe'sle
head as lockout after he called the watch. _

18, Shortly after possing the degausaing range, the master reported
to the pilot that be picked up a target (HAHAI.AN FANCITR) just
coeing through the bridge beering slightly on the port bow apd

1.7 miles off. This observation checked reasomably close with tha

cbservetion the second mete of the HAWAIYAN * ANCHFR made of the .
vean distanoe and bearing of the FERNSTHCAM apd CEORGT LUCKENBACR
when the HAWAIIAN HANCIER was about under the bridge (uaregreph
10 of facts). A lairly zccurate posiiton of the FERNSTREAM was
deteruinad to bear about 0959T., 1,7 mileos from the HAWAIIAN
RAWCEERS -osition under (or sligitly inside) the bridge. The
tima was determined to bs 0723 or 0723.5 ’

"19. The apeed of the‘LIHAIIAKA'CIER at half ahead on 40 rome.,
sllowing ope ‘mot current and 5% positive slip, was determined to
be about 9.0 knots, : - :

M)
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Y onter, mn Division to - ' . (EMSTRAN -
Coumandant - HAMATIAN RACHORCo120d) -

ths pllot again observed the redar pictare, The helmmman, vho
mmmam.tmum.mmﬂuurwmmdu
-mmmmmammmmw-. '

"26, Tbmxtordngimbytbpﬂctmtomm

The magtor observed the HAWAIIAN 'ANCHR on on the redar scope a
nmserauh.mmebw.m o the port bow, The ,
tsard 1ts fog signal., Xelitier ﬂnmtar, ohief nate, nar t :
third zute, heard the fog signmal, 8hortly after heariag tho
vhistlo of the [iANA 1A RANCHER, it wes sighted ani reported
telephcme to the tridge by the chief mate, Hhen the p
ouv the HAZAI(4N RARCIER, he opdered caurss changed to 290%yre
The pilot thought the vessels would paso clear. Aftor the
wa*mnmmnmmhmwm:og.Mm
observed heeding on a edllision course, the pilot crdered full
astorn and sounded three short Llasts. Just seconds befare the
oollision, the pilot ordered the wheel “hard-a~part? ani the
engine full shead, He stopred the engino before the ordey could
be exscuted to protect the ongine riom erev,

_ *27. The vesscels sollided at an angle of about 209, The part :

r bow and stem of the HAHATIAR RANCHER first oame in contact with -
the port aide of the FERNSTRUAM just abaft the bridge, demeging
tho lifeboat and supsretructure. It ponstr:ted the hull at the
after part of the engime ro-m, dsmaging the vatertiyht bulkhead

to Ro. 4 hold. mmottblfawummcmutmrwnmtm

hole in the FERISTRIAN within & few seconde, The w'mmm hed

aor two knote hnadway when ko oollision occurred,

n28, All witnaesu tostiried in average a;rreemnt that vmbiuty
muhlfnlhuhsntmwssehﬁrat sighted cge: otler. :

"29, The position of the collicion as detornimed by the Board
was about 12101‘., 0,8 milos from Lime Foint light House.

"0, After the collision, the FFRNSTRIAM'S engine roum crew hed

‘no time to closs ths waterti;ht door to the shaft allsy. Its

power fallsd immediantely and the HAWA: TAN RANCHER radiced a msssage
which was intercapted by the Coust Guard Fort Point Lifeboat Station,
The HASAITAN RANCHER immedistely lowered a lifeboat to assist and
stood close by, The master of the HAWAITAK RANCHER offered to eome
absad into the hole. He heard no reply other then to stend by close

-
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S . A - 8 May 1953 .
. Chief, MVX Division %0 .  (FERNSTREAN = -
Cormandant | ‘ HAMAIIAN RANCIER-C-12 Bd)

%o the FERNSTREAM, The FERMSTRIAM'S master said "yes® to the ofier
of the HA/AIRK RANCIER'S paster to give & tow 1ine but the crew
hed all abandoped tho FIRBSTREMS wt this tims, The crev and e

pa | ?
over the wreck and estallishing s buoy mavking the wreck, the :
vousels were 00-39369, CG-36473, CO-83411, CGC CAMPET, OGC :LLLON.
stov vers taken to the U. 3, Public Mealth Service
Sospital vdere they wers ¢xxmined end re¢lomed. O(ne passengor and
ans erev mezber were sligntly cut. The loss of the FEHNSTIEAN amd
cargo was estimated to amount to #3,500,000. _ :

®32. The second mute of the HAWAITAN RANGHER =lotted somé rader
fixss ubsn that veusol uae standing by, After .he FERNSTHFAM
sank, the HAWATIAN RaNCH'R proceeded to Bethlsbes Shipyard, It
M%hnutcrin the forepealt and damcge ums eitinated to smount
ta ’mc ’ Co. .

"*33. During the afterroon of the day of cammalty, the HAWAIRN
RANCHER, ia the same load condition, cieperted Bethle.sm for .
Crockett, Californis, to discharge eargo prior to dry'ocking forr
répairs. It was in cowand of & relief aester, althoush its regular
master as well as its ouner's attorneys, were on boaxd. Cn the way
%o Grockett the wassel vas subjected to a test simuluting .

. the mugpuvers it made to gvoid eollisica esrlisr in thi day, The
result of this maneuverimg test helped to coniirm the loaydis
conclusions and the Board's doteruinat.ca of the josition of the

| colliston {(Par. 21 of Facte.).®
be The Board mede the following Conclusionss

*34. This is another sejor marine sasuslty, in whict tvo ves.els,
cash provided with radar im good opirating condition ad working
at the thm, eollided. The primsry cause of the eollision wes
exteusive speed, on the part of the FERRSTREAM, at a time when the
elrcu:stances and eonditions roculied & moderate speed. In this -
regard, the FEREST: FAM'S master ani pilot are considered neg.igent
and in violation of Article 16 of the Inland Rules of the Road,
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from full abwad ad 25 rpns, (
the water iz 3 minutes and 20

yands, Ituauemmehpmmmmitlwu
turn astern, Al the HAWAT ¢

deopesr in the water, lt(mgoiuonly')kmtlmnitau):g::m
stoppd for one miruts nﬁitslhnﬁ!mdstappedmm

‘before the engine wme ploced emergensy full astern.
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(FEERSTREAM “

7™ Gniet, W Division to - |
~ Commandaxt HAUAIIAN RANCHER-C-12 Bd) .

HIXDOO had showm her movigation Lighte, iu.." Becsuss both vessals
eounld have doms tils bus falled o do 50, the master of caeh vessel,
::u-nm the pilos of the FUIIET AM, imsttentive to his

"39. The FERNSTREAM'S maneuvers of changing course to the right
HAJATIANW RANCHER vas first sighted, and her fsiluve
0 go astera until aiter the outline of the HAWAITAN RANCHER had
onorged tivough the fog, mads Lt aspparent thet the FERNSTIl M!S .
y her mster, did not bolisve danger of ecllision
existed prior to this tims., The collision wight not hawe deer -
avolded if the Pilot of the FERNSTIEAM had ismediatcly put ite
engine he HAWATIAN RANCHER vas first aighted; but,
mmmboonhumua'rmmmmmnw :

"40, In determining the position of the eollision, the Board
alloved 250 yards head reach from 0726, vhen the HAWAITAW RANCHER’s
engine wus stopped, until 0727, hwn ths engine was put full astern.
reach vas alloved from the time ihe apgime

vas placed full astern until the collision. This position cceresponied

detormined by the mester of the '
AAWATIAN RARCHER., The 0738 redar fix of the sscoud mate of the :
JALALIAR [:NCHER was considered sscurute; and, it cheeked with the
souniing he reed from the fathomster. orking back from this
radar fix, employing the course resorder, bell books, pitch of the
vheel and a slight awrrent, vwill further confirm the accuracy of
the poaition of the oollision,

"4l. The Board cannot unierstand why the positiom of collisiom

as deternimsd bty the FERESTREAM'S pilot wae so in coanflict with
established fusts. The Board was unfavorahly impressed with the
repidity, laek of hesitation and positive menner, in whieh he
established positiono. He showed the FERNSTREAM o course 290°T.
for ope~-half milo prior to the collision, when the faots siow that
this course change vas mot ordered until after the HAWAYIAN RANCHER
vas sighted, Other facts, whioch discredit the FERHSTRUAM'S alleged
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Chief, WI Diviston to . . - (¢rRESTRGM
Commundant = _ L PIRES

of the Safety Conference of U8, in regard to navigation of
lhipnquppod'uthradar._ . - : o

orders : iven were undoretood and executed omptly and efficiently.- -
The saster of the HAKALIAN DANGHR will de churged with inattestion

to duty for failure to require a closer guard on the reder mnd .

failure to obtain the maximm informstion the redar wes cspable of :

giving hia, 4 hearing will be held at the sarliest opportunity,

d. Athmu‘mwﬂmeﬁﬁt,QMM; S

institute diseiplinary sotion against the Pederel license of the
pilot of the FEKNGTREAM since he was serving under autharity of
& State license," . S _ A

5. The Board mode the following Recommendationsy

"8, It ie Tecomended that the pilet of the FiRNSTRLAH b oited -

for viclation of 33 USC 192 (Art, 16) for exosssive spoed, and &'

auitable poalty “Bﬂld’“mﬂm. A DPéox of ﬂﬂ- e

violation will be sutmitted to the Cowander, Twelfth Cosst
m;trict,inmron. ' ‘ L o |
w9, It is resommended tint.thu eace be referred to the American
Pilote' Assoeiation for appromriste sction, 4n oxtra copy of the

: mupumurmd f_d'thilpm'pwo. ' .

"50, There being no further acﬁlim pcnibh by the Scard, it 4is
recommended that this case be. closed." R .

. RUMARKS

6, The reocmnendation of the Bosrd, paragraph 48, thet the pilet of
es

the FIRNSTREAM be glted for viclation of 33 USC 192 (irt, 16) for exsessive -
speed, will be hield In absyance until the Coast Ouard is informed of the '
muwmammmmdpmppw.‘ o T

| o HRATIA MOCUR C-12 Ba)
F'RNSTRTAN did fail, hnuever{ to corply with Reconmendatian 19 o

4 R °
R S AR IR - R R
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