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L eTns STATES COAST GUARD 19 meesnber 1592
#ASHINGTON, D, C, {ALWLTRESS ~

! FSSO CILTTANONGA ~ a=l Bg)

From: Chlef, Merchant Vessel Inspection Divisicn
Tos Cormandin®
Via: Chisf, Office of Herchant Marine Sufely

Subj: . Harine Board of Investigetionj collisiom 55 (550 CHATTANOOCA
 and MV ALBATROSS, off Cape Cod Light, 20 June 1952, with loss
of life

1. Pursuant to the provisions of Title L6 C.F.R, Part 136, the
record of the Marine Roard convened to investigate subject casually,
together with iis Findings of Fact, Opimions, Comclusions, and Recom-
mendations, has beon revicwed and is forwarded herewith,

2. Nuring the cvening of 19 June 1952, the motor fishing vessel
THR ALBATROSS of 147 g.t. was en route from the fishing grouwnds to
Boston, and the steem tankor LSS50 CHATTANOOMA of 10,096 g.t. wes en
route from Baytosun, Toxas, bound for Bostou. While off Nauset Beach
on the high seas the TSSO CHATTANOOGUA, proceeding at approximstely 16
knots, sighted THX ALSATROSS aheed, proceeding at about 9 knots, The
TSSO CHATTANOOGA undertook to overtake and pass THE ALBATROSS on her
own port side. Neither wessel had kmowledge of the course or intemtions

—~ of the other and a collision resnlted at approximmtely 0102 3,25 miles
off Cape Cod Light., This collision occcurred sppraximately one howr

~ after the LSS0 CHLTTANOOGA sighted the starm light of THR ALBAIROSS,
The weather wes eloar, unlimited visibility, N/ wind, farce L and
moderately rough sca. Following the collision, THE ALBATROSS sank
and her master Bjorgvin Simarsson lost his life by drowming,

3. The Board made the following Findings of Fact:

"],  THE ALBATROSS, official number 25197k, is an oted
wooden vassel of 147 tous, 100 net tonsj :
3.7 Leot M‘ﬁ, .!%e«at.‘; depth 12,8 feots built in
1947 at South Bristol, Maines powored by & 40O H, P.
.nterprise diesel engine, LOO r.p.m,; speed, spproximately
9 knots, It is owned and operated in the fishing trade by

the B & B Trawling Company, Inc, of 201 Main Street,
Gloucester, Mass,




G, o/Ciclal Yoo 244400, 1s a slngle-sero

a © 20,09 mio2s tues, ¢T3 ot Lons; length, 5059
i ot denta, 39,9 fasiy miii ia 194 st Chaclar,

ric) 9000; spoev, cuproximutely 16 knotu,
ti2 gencrel petislsux trade by teso Bhip-

¢ aza, New York, ¥.¥. It wes last loepectsd
Baliimers - & Jeplooaber, 1951.
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Al THE L1003 et depusted Cloucester, Musd. on 13 Juns, 1352
on & Tishiny woyase te scaward of Mewtueket and was on ihe roturn voye-
ape to Boston witn its cateh of fish whem 1%t cc'lided with the itcts)
F:ij‘-ﬂ&i‘:’))ﬁl ‘1'2:‘:‘ ES?‘Q C(I!i 20 2& J!!M, 1952.

o The 5550 CLUATTAY (G4 had departed Baytown, Texas, on 15 June,
1952, with epproximately 15,300 tons of hasting oil cergo bound for
Bostop, Mags., wien it collided wivh TR ALB.TT.  on 20 Jume, 1952,

®5. The =0ilision occurred at 0102 EST, Ieiday, 20 June, 1952.

"5, The collizion occurred in 28 fathome of wuater off Cups God Light
in approximato letitude L2 derrecs 4 mimtes 15 seconds N,, longitude
0 degTees Q mimutes 15 seconds W., with Cope Cod Light be ring 235
degroes true, d4istant aboul 3.25 miles,

7 The aolllsion occurred on tie hiph seas outside the line divid-
iny tho inmisz! usters fr~a the blgh seas with the Internationcl Rules
of tie Doad .overaiap the ucti w of Toth vessels.

. 0o bowid T.F ALD TEXD et tle time of tie collision wers thir-
teen persons, all wembers of ths crew iisted anl locuted as follovas
1, Bicrovia Eincrsson, mester, on waich

nate, aslsep in guariers

hicf erginear, on watch

214 engimwer, in quarters

e0oi:, in guartere

deckhand, 4n quarters -

deckhand, in quarters

, Geckiand, in quarters

decknznd, in quarters

deckhand, in quarters

deckhwnd, on swatch

12. khend, in guarxtere
13. deckheid, on watch
2
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“rafy, MUY Uiwieloa to 12 Decombar 1952
Copandant {ALBATH.ISS ~ B3SY

CH, TANCGA » 8=} Bd)
S On board B8535 CinTANOGEA et the time oFf the collision Wae - wrev
¢f Jorigeslx persons including the master,

710, The weather ot tre time of ths coliled.n vpd for a :arisd prior to
erd after tiec collision was fine and clesr, visibility unlinited, vind
W lorce 4, muderately rough ssa.

"11. The talloving persons were om watch in 0 ALR.TROS at the time

of the collision: Ws@n, master)
wheelsman } in tho pilot houss
_ lookout )

chief engineer, in engine room.
The belanoe of the ecrew of THE ALBATKOSG (9) were asleep in their respec-
tive quarters at the time of the collisionm.

(8o paragraph numbered 12)

*13., At ths time of the collision the rollowing persons were on watch
in ES350 CHATT NOXih apl vere located ag listed,

master, bridge

2nd mate, .atch officer, bridge

» A.B., helmamun, pilot houve

B., standby, inside after deckhouse
S.y lookout, outaide on top of pilot house
2nd asst. engr., watch aft'icer, engine

rooe
The other members of the crew of ES30 CH.TTAN. GA were either azleep in
their quarte: s or in such position to be nneware of, or to be unabls to
observe, the circumstances of the casualty.

*14. At the time of the collision both THE ALBLTRISS apd ESSO ClTTANG Gi
were proceeding at tieir normal full sea speels, THE ALNATROS: abt approzimately
9 knots and ESSO CHATTANY GA at approximstely 16 knots,

*15. A posted lookout in ESSO GHAT ANIGA from one nosition atop the
pilot house was in & position to obmerve the sea for 360 degrees less the
angle subtended by the smoke stack, and his audibility was unobstructed.

"16. There is no single point in the pllot house or on the bridge of
EGS0 CHATTANOOGA whence an observer could see the sea ror the full 360 de-
grees of tie horison, but every portion of the | orizon could be brought
into view by a rotational uee of several points in turn. _

*17. - The description of THE ALB/TRI3" as given by witnesses indicates:
That T'E ALRATR ™SS had & pilot houss »n _er after end, the upper portion
of which projected above ti.e after deck house} that there wms deck outsids
the pilot house extending aft end on each side; that tris deck was acces-
sible from the pllot house by a door om each side of the pilot houssj;

3




MVl
Cnisf, MVI Diviczion to 19 December 1952
sosmnndant {AIBATROSS « EST0
CUATTARTYXGA - a=l Bd)

thai ithere was a amell wiwdow in the after pert of the pilot house in
the portion projsoting above the deck house, wvhich afforded a viev aft;
tat Vhere were windows in the forward part uf the pilet h.use afordiecy
a view forw rd; thut thers vas a wirdou in each alde of the pilot house
&t the Jorvard jpurt.

*18. Tbe belmmssan and lookout in THE ALB 7T, 37 testified thet they
maintained their ctations inside the pilot house and kept o lookout over
that N O torison lying forward of their becm.
took their wutch in the pilot bouse beg at
s 20 Juns. bad the ‘heel from 0000 to about Jupe,
and lookout {rom a 0100 until the time of ocollision. stood
loakout from 0000 to eboul 0100, 20 Juns, and hed the vheel from about
0100 until the o collision. At the time of the ocollision [N
was steering and stationed at the port vindow, was keeping a look
out ahead.

*19. Witnesses testiried that prior to the collision the moster of TIE
ALB.TROSC eoirculsted between the pilot house und his cabin and occupied
himself by attendunce upon n.vigating equipmsnt nni supervision of the watch
including intermittent personnl lockout., The helmsman und loakout, also

in the pllnt house, testified thst they did not observe the mmater ever

to have looked astern and at the time of the collision the mnrster was
stunding at tle sturboerd wimdow of the pilot houss and had been there

for upwerds of [ifteen mimites.

v20. HE:x: B testiried tiat THE ALBITRISS steered a course of
WH magnetic from midnigit until tice of the collision.

*21. That the relmsman «nd lookout of THE ALBATR.SS testified that ths
oourse of THE . IB.TP 53 wes not materially altered from N4N at any time
ap to and ipcluding the time cof collision.

"22. Thet the first indicetion to the Yatch of THE ALBATROSS of impend-
ing disaster was the sppearance and impact of the port bow of ESS0
CHATTANDOGA a; ainst the starboard side of TFE ALBATROSS.

*23. The oourse recorder chart of S50 CH TTAN'GA shows the wvessel
settled on & course of 325 degrees on 19 June with a change of course to
312 degrees at 2350, 19 June. This ch rt shows an easy chenge of course
to the lsft to have begun at 0038}, 20 Juns, and completed at 0040 to
3054 degrees. The chart shows a continuance of this

when a sharp change of course to the right was begun. At 0043 the change
is shown es being halted on 9 degrees for spproxime one and

minutes, then as being again changed ehaxply he the left at OOkk3-1o.5 degrees

and then an immediate resumption of the sharp change to the right to 90 degrees
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at 0047, 170 dogaucs at OULBL, 270 degresa ot . UUl, to O de: t _005€,
145 feadansd osverz in: sbaut 30 degrees until OBBS.W
secoid mate of ES ) CLOUTANG v, stuted tlal vig time olemasnt in
Lie oconr . ysaupder was approxdnutely sip tecn to ninctoen mimtes slower
then L ship's tlao; hie also stated V.t the 5 1p% time was acovrately
oot to icctorn Stamiurd Time (74th teridion),

"24. wfter brewkiag ofs comtuct with Tk aly W 0., B30 TTOINCGA
mde ¢ iurn W the ri;: b througl 380 degrees and returned to the scene

of the -ullislon ¢s marked by ¢’ e ntlll~tlaating TUE AL 7143 end the
dory supporting '« twslve survivors of T E LB 7., arrivin at approxi-
mately 0120,

"25. The ontire i. irte.o-ban crew of TIiE AIBATROS" started to abendon
skip as goon s tir ere abl. after tie collisiom, leunchin; of the
dories wus raxpere by durkness and exoltupont so that, pressad for tims
and by feur of going down with t'e slnidng vecossl, attompts to launch the
starbourd dories were abandoned in favor ~f tie port dory, which vus suce
cesgfully lounchod ithin a wvery short ~ime aofter t'e nollision.

"26, Eleven men of T'E ALDA™. J3 evew alenioned in tie port dory; a
e twelfth nun, [ icrorsel in tle unter, hung to ita bow.

"27. The mantar of T £ ALBATRUSG Bllargvin Linarsson, ordered the .ory
to shove off with e twelve mep, rermu-king that it was alrew.iy overladen
and that he would zbundom with the - 1d of a btuoy.

"2¢, Tha lifeboat launcled by LS30 C1." i7" GA picied up tie twelve men
from the dory. They and the dory were teken cbourd ES' O CiATTARTG. and
finally landed at Boston wiem that wessol docked in the afternoon of 20
Juns, 1952,

20. The survivors of T.iE ALFITROSS gev il masted siumdos They sub-
soquently sav him in the water han;ing onto <he buoy and iward him ery fox
help. They made some futile uttempts to get to him., Long before being
rescuod themeslves ““ey lost sight and sound of him.

#30. The meater of T £ .i!B "".5S wes pot picked up by the ESSQ C:uTTae
LU0GA, por was his ocody recovered by ti.e Coost Gu rd.

*3l. TIE ALB .THSS was equipped with thres 15-foot dories which were
carried as lifedboats, One dory was stowed under a derrick boom for
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aauaching on w2 pori nide of tho upper decl abaff the pilet nousno,
el Lhe ot ¢ o wert resisd upder apobiir ond admilar Lotm oppoalte
so Lne plarisi. sida.

32, Witmesroa Do VI ALDATROGS testii'led that tiwe steoring seer,
sogine ard suo2 contiols for the vegsel opernted normally.

333,  Witoesesa from D550 CUATT U UGh testiiied thut the ongine gteer-

ing gear snui ther c.nteols cperatod normally, axd the vesscl roaponded
afficlently "¢ Lo B:.4 controls.

*lo The rmiter of 1560 CUETT TGA toclifled th ¢ 1@ 20 sonslly saw
lights of - aiB.TELIS abood on the starbeard bow fur tiae Sirst time

et about ons Dour before the collisi.n and tiut about {ifteen minutes
before the -ollision ks concluded it %o e a . ishermen beling owertakeng
that it was stescring an approximately p rellel coursej that if both ves-
wels conticued ilsir :ospestive courses KSSO CL.TFsl GA wonld pess TiE
AIBATROSS about one=quarter of a mile off to her own (B350 CILLTTANI GALD)
side and vt hiz (mester of ESS0 THATTANGXIA) subseguont mansuvers were
designed to acceplilsl a passege in that mopper.

"35. The mster of 1LU30 JIL.°T M. GA testified thut vhile on o course

of 311 degrees tige ant in tle act of pasoing TIE ALD.TH'SS gbout three
minutes belfore the collision ani vhen TIE ALRATIISS wae bearing sbout
three and one-half o3 four poiunts on ESSC C.i.*TAN.OGA'S port bow he
changed the course of kSiO CiLvITak .G. Cfram 311 degrees true to 304 de~
grees true. o teptilied further th.t at about one mimte bofore the
collision ji5 obgorved T'E ALLTROSS turming right so s to be hesding an
gstimated 45 degrees to 90 dagrecs acrosn thw bow of EC3Q CIlATTLNI GA dn
s manner imnvolving risk of coliision ami tiut he lmrediately ordered his
uhwel to utie righi fullowed by the omier "isl right* and gounded one
hlagt of iiis whistls., Hia subscquent “solimapy var to thz oifect that
EGSUG T 700034 Wwurned sharply to ths ripd t in resronge, axd thst when
boGuace velvecn the vossels was mode ie srdered Sl zedder tc t' leoft to
avold ploking up anytiaing from TiL ALEATROSS in his sorew, apd thet he
thereafter ordered ' e ruddsar to the richit col continued his turn to evan~
tually recwurn Lo the zcene of the collision, Thereafter a ssarch of the
vaters »«8 medo from e decks of B350 CHATTANAGA by ssarchlight. re
sulting ia tho rwcovery oi twelve survivors and fatlees 3, 1and 10 pas-
tor of Ti¥ ALB.VIROSS.

36, Damage to THE ALBiTR -3S vioible to ier crew snd obssrvera om E350
CHATTANOOG. was confised to the upper works, principally rigging. The
deckhapnds of THE ALBATRISS esleep in the foreocstls could seo her ssot-
“ling in ihe water upon coming on deck. The sngineecr saw water rising
rapldly in the engline roow, which he connluded was sntering through the
ball.
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¢, THE AWD.. 73005 sank fifteen to twenty mimctes aiter tne ookiles .

53, The secox! mate of E350 CHATT NOOCA observed the st rboard »digis

¢ ths apyroachisg TAE LB TLNST to make coabect wilh ble woper puri o
s flared port bow of ESSQ SHATTAHIY Ap saw THE ALD.T0USy beel sver, -d
b the hull of T ~LJATRASS hiddem from his view fall ths lmpect of “w

zeliision betwean the two Mills and then as TiE 2.0 57 gorapad aledy
ths port side of 1783 A TN G he observed her deck swash. All obiex
tostimeny on the ranper of initial and subseguent contact substaxtla ad
toip descripti-n. '

7.5. The master of E3SO CH TTARDIGA notifled tne Coruil fwinr
soilision by rucin &t 1230 EST, 20 Jope. 1952, T __swing Cosct tuerd
vnits awpuruau LSLY DE3es ne the tlmes indicuted:

GG 36523 ~ Reace loint - 0145 EST

DUEH = Henaal « 0220 EST

CG 83486 ~ Provincetown = 0340 EST

Aroraft UF1G 1242 - Quonset - 0238 EST.
& elose seursh of the waters wes made by these units until about 1000 uben
roatine seareh by putrol crzft and beach putrol ook over. RExcept for toe
recovery of the iwo port dories of HE ALB T 0O (roturnec by CG 36523 to
Provincetown) the results were negative,

wii The crev of BESS0 GHATTANCOGA was evidently clerted by passaze of an
alaru by word of mouth, 7Ths genoral alarm was nev 1 soanded. The chisf
mate was called socn after THE ALBATROSS was passea astorn amd the geusrsl
caliing of the crev followed. By the time the E330 CHATTALOOGA returnsd

o Lha seens of the collision anl had TIE ALB.TRCIL close by, the crew were
in proocess of launching the #2 lifeboat under tiw supervision of the chief
wsts. The chief maute estimcted tha time of lounching to be gboul ten mimtec
afsar being callsd; the second mute about {ifteen to twenty mimites aftsr
ti2 csollision; the master fixed the time aus being 0120. The chief mte
sstizated ten nimutes (from the tire of lsunchipg ths lifeboat) to Lave boen
¢rusuped in picking up the survivors and 0200 wne establisbed &s tic approx-
imnie time of the returm of the lifeboat aloungside to debark ths survivors.
The 1ifeboet remsined in the water alongside E330 CLli"TANG GA until sfter
daylight, whep it ves holsted on boerd at about C5C0.

®;1. The striped fishi.g gear ‘moy with which tha mester of TIE AIB TRIIS
anudoned was seen close oty after THE ALB.TROSS sank end while the water
Wwes being searchsd, tut nc one over saw Bjorgvisc Einarssen or his body

WAl

",2. Search for ths missing Bjorgvin Einerssor wes continusd by seurch-
light ¢rom ESSO CHATTANOOGA until daylight.”

7
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‘pm Tea ool gads the setlowing Conclust nad

1. £s Lov tuo sulject vessels, poin: 4 ol e gontral diyce.ion,

2re o w0 of wonding Caps Sod en woute 2aat Wy Ak, during the
g Mme, o0 ven tiey wiro about btgou mAled oif fage Cod L4pkt, n
sltuatlon t.on. in ideh THE (1B 85 procaedin: ot epproxlieataly 9
rpohe was Laing ovorte'ma by ESSO CHafT 1O0GA rrateading at atont 16
spote, Lu¥L: JIT K GA bad had THE ALB." o5 in sight for approximeteo-
¥ en hour Lelore the aollision =nd hed ohwseve? her relative bearing to

Srogress o va indti:l sturboard bou buurisg wo o part v berring.
2o In tuls ~lzumcion 41 188 & simple cuse of ocas wesocl overiiiing

«mother wmiar oo Inbevnaticnal Rules in ubich RSSO CHATTAG o hed the
daty of keesinz zleaw und THE ALBATROSS had t'e duty of ;xaintaining her
sourse and apeed,

a3, At apont threc mimmtus before the no)lixion as the two vessels

vere draving clossr £S50 CHATTANI(GA, kesping T:E ALB-TR'SS on her port
tow under roasonably close aurveillancs uri with the intention of passing
THE ALBATKGSS on her (8S50 CHATTANY'GA'S) port nlde, was steering a course
approximstely parelleling that of THE ALGATRUSS, The said course was de-
signed to sffect the pmssage without risk of coliision. This design was

I icated va un assumption that THE ALBAT00S was eware 5{ her presence
~od knew of nsr owa odligation %o hold course and speed. THE ALD TROSS at
this time vis ste rirg a couree designed for the safe neyotiation of the
sters off Ture Cod and progroes toward her homs nort, aod, being unavore
of the ESii TH:TTANIOGA close behind, her activities vere Lesed on an as-
suaptior oI ser frecdos Lo msneuvsr at will,

o A% suout one mimute or more before thw collisica the course of THE
ALBLTHOSS wma a'bered redically 4o the rigit without signal or raason
aepperent v uhc wabteh im the 5SSO CiaTT R UR, 30 that mow with iie tws
vessels in ‘lose proxizity ard on converging courses immineat risk of
“ollisder un Smmedistely establisned. This mapeuvor by THE A B.ATROSS wasg
very soon cstoctad by oS50 CHATTARIOGA whowse course was imadliately direct-
#d to the 7l ht in a starp turn oway from TH' ALB TL0SS. This DAnSUYEYT WAL
zocomplished by a once.last sigral by ESRO CH.TTANOOGA, THE ALBATROSS In
the meani{ms epparentl. continved at sharp variance with, and to the right
of, her original courss so thut the action of ESSU C..TT-W GA Wit BOTY Or
less mlliried, and the sitwation repidly deteriorated from imminsnce %o
inevitability of collision at perhaps some twenty seconds before the fnct
of collisicu,
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“3e At tix Lime of t-e collfsion TRTT CWTTe "OXN tms 6 & @ourng of
spprozimatoly 70 degrecs to Lie riglt of ler origlral courze umi Ged
pro; raaced wory maturially o tre rigitt :nd uwhead of e point on lor
initisl triecz merked by the boginrisg of 'er turs,

"h, The course of T.E ALE=7"" at %8s ‘ine of %le collision wes

wot oxactly deteruined by tie Lourd, but the ¢videncgs indlcatso lii v it

wsg sppreciubly to tie richt of th t of E380 C .iT..)" «A 80 as to cuppord
the ovidemce o' control betwaca tie bluff purt of BA2Q CilT NN LAST port B
and tie starbousd side of T & ALl T/05 .. Sugh conteot in “urm asoounts

for tie lsok f damage to EUSH CHATT. Y (A and for %'e comlition of TIT
ALR-TROSS that vas appurent o obosrvers as ghe slid alom - tie side of IS
CUAT ANQ Ga,

7. The Bosid haa teken no action in this ca.2 other thin to inwesti-

gate 1t ond to prepare tiw report siuce no defscts ur delicienciez in ma-
torial or alds to mavigation were discloped anid sines Bjorgvin Binarssonm,
ihe deceauvut mster of THE ALB.ATRCT ', was tho only person found at fauli.®

5. The Ssi1d expressed the followiny Opinionst

*1l. The excelisnce of visibllity, the perlod of time durlsg which the
tvo vessels wers in sight of one n»nother, and e fuilure of the watch in
TE ALBUPT LY to hear Lhe whiastle signel of £3.0 OUTTANT 44 or Lo sce the
vw880l ia con:lusive ovidance of tie failuve f THE £L2.TIO0C to meintain
& proper swiible ani visusl lookout.

2. The plenkic; or grameszs, or both planking cad fromes, of =il

AIB TH.SS wers possdbly fruotuved, and the zoams und atts of her plani-
ing were probubiy opepsd by tiw foree of tie colllsiom so it waler en-
terad her hull and eaussd lwer o sink with the loauy of the life of
Biorgvin Einsrscon.

%3, The frapiiec haaste with which TVFE ALR TROSS was abandoned iz open
to mild eriticism since it regulted in & failure to take a :ullur adven-
tege of tle vessells iifesavin; eculpmsnt ani tiv.t thioc wes the dominant
faotor in %i. frx=cdinte onuse of the loas of the 1ife of Bjlergzvia Linarsson,

e Excepé for the failure af ES30 G770 (A to aulert her orew by use
of the prescribed general alarm signal the zction teksn by thet weasel in
pickin, up tie survivors was ieesonsbvly prawpt anl efficient. Fallure to
acund the gererul alamma probubly delayed prepuration of trm lifebozt for
launching, but Lt is not shown thit this delay h d any «iect on the time
Lie boat was ectually launched ainee the vesusel itself iwmd to be reiurned
%0 the scenc =f ithe esilisi n and in positiosn to safely lover the Lozt
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"Se Tis uetin of t:@ Se: rch & Resove Divisiim of “re Coust Oueid is
rasponoe to tie call (or s« istunce wae prospt .n. of ‘Loient,

6, Bolth - r x-torinl, ulde o mviguli.n, atsosp! eric conditi.n:, vow
stress of weal.  r wes u .Juctor in any way of the cause of tie collisioxn,

7. It might heve been mire nrudent om the ;rt of ‘he master of .30
CHL ' CAk™ G ut 0057 to iuvo delayed stert:ng the cirnge of course from
311 degrecs trus to 30, de,rTves trw until sie ues 'inafly past and clear
of (il 4l Ti.G5,  lowever, the chenge of cwroe at th t time ould hove
nevertieles. earrisd the B3O CLLTVALY GA well elecp of T F LD T.985 in
the event that vesss]l had mot radically chenged her course, Lot no pare
ticular fault is found on th:t score.

"8, The fullure on the purt of the m.ster of the 130 O!12 TA. O L4,
vhen attexpting to avoid collisi n by a radical chungo of course to tis
right, ‘o back th engine at {ull spsed possibly indicutes a lack of un-
derstaniing of the principles invaolved in emergency wmaneuvers as tiis ac-
tion would probably buve rosulted in a more rapid turn to starboard oad
in a lessening of tie :poed diflerenticl and henoe t!e dumeys, if the col-
lision s:uld mot be avoided altogeth:r. Probubly the encines eoculd not
have been backed ia the shorit period between the ime vien tle dunger be-
came appurent anxl e time the ecollisi:m ceourred. lNevertheless the
boaxd is of tie opinion tiut the master of t.e steemship ESSO CHATTA ¥G..
vould huve beon in a stronger position had the cngine talegraph been sed
al full speed esterm.

o’ Tha cance of Lie collision was tie erronecous meneuver of THE
ALBATROSI, She altersd ecurse to tie ri, )t in a situation vhere she was
recuired to hold her ¢ urse and speed. This munsuver wac mode in igmo-
rence of the trus situatisn, oni such ignorunce vas tie re ult of & faille
ure of T.E ALBATtOUS to keep a proper lockout. Probubly tie course chsnge
vas mude &9 a rcsult of luck of attenti.n oo the part of the hwlmaman.

*10. Ihe faull attacies to tie person in control of the nuvigeti.n of
THE ..LBATROSS, narmely, Bjorgvin Eimarsson, who failed to keep ar cause

to be kept a proper lockout, and eith r caused or allowad his vessel to
 alter course and progres- suii'iclently to tiwe riglt of her orisioel truck
to pluce ler to tle right of the projected track of the on-coming ES:C
CHATTAN.. Ghal™

10
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Chivf, MYI Division to 19 Pacencer 1952

Courandant (AL3.TV035 « ESSO
/\ CLATT L00GA a=1 Bd)
é. The Bourd made the icilowing Reccpwandstions:

"The Board yecommemic thet this o8¢ bo closed) tiet the
facte bs filed statisticully as corroborative jroof of the neccesity for
Aegislstion to pluce vessels in the .ishery trude under a form of incpection
amd ooriificetion dosignel to roise tie stamlarde of segworthiness and ckill
of ieresoansl to a point providin: a.vigetion with groater s-fety to life.t

7. There is some Jdoubt viethor the Bonxd's resolution of the testl-
moay in Wi e¢.se has accurutely reflected the csuse of this collision.
However, vhils §% is roalived that the testimeny io confligti ¢, 4% would
sosn that the ESS0 Cii TAN .Ga's change in ocourse from 311° to 3059 withe:t
£irst escortalning tiw course and speed of' the ALB TK':., thus placing her
oh & colllaion course with tiut wessel, my heve caused or contributed to
the collisioma. 1Im tie absence of a factual detorsination from tie testiuony
of the movement attributed to the ALR. 74 just prier to the collision, ihe
Opiuions and Comelusioms thut ticre wes peobable fault by thot ves.el for
failure to keep a proper lookout are not oconturred in.

e. Subjeot to the ioregoing remarks, it 1s recommended th ¢ the

Findings of Faos, Opinions, Conclusions and Neecmmrendstions of the Murine
‘/\\,oaz“d of Investigation be approved.

/I

oM. A, RICDOND
Acting




MVl
Shief, MVI Division to 19 December 1952
Cosmandant (ALBATROSS = EC30
CHATTANOOGA = #=1 B¢}

PIRST ENDORCEMENT TO MVI memorandum of 19 December 1952 M
‘ 26 March 1953

Froms Chief, Office of Morchant Marioe Sefety
Tos Cosmuniant

Sabjs: Marine Poard of Investigatiom; ocllisiom 33 E330 CHATTAKOICA
ard M¥ ALBATROS3, off Cape Cod Light, 20 June 1952, witi. loss
of 1ife

Torarded, recommending approval.
/-
Act

APPROVED: 26 Merch 1953

7o/

Vioe Adniral, U. S. Coast Guard
Comcandant






