* pafmting the d«p tenks*ip Nos 1-‘1m
- the paint vapor wis ignit X
ight which resulted in a ﬂuh ire ar
M oTHere c}injuriaa t.oft.h cthar wo. shi

p#rsomol, working a.t.ﬂlli#_’ : on sulf
amz- hwns and tw'ét thcnrdiod sha Iy after ;s amnlt




L 'Chief }WI Division to

;{}"'the m'm m,m;aorsomg m ¢
' operation, and'this work was b ' '
for the owner, the U. 3. 4 - rat ) umler the general
supervision of Mr,  Maritime .&M.autration &mreyor.
A niglr_b; mate.'&ndzfe,n ‘ncqn'w‘ire on boa'd st the tims,

N "3. The fatally injurad were:

Vincent F.. McG
Harry Rebl, Age .,

Those :ln,jured, but. expooted to reeevcrs

' ~“l;. 'I'he KEFFER arrived 1n Philadelphia for repairs after being
Jaid up for some cansiderable time, and the contract for the .
co e work had been awardad to the' Pennsylvanis Shipbuilding mdnry
© ~.. . dock Company, Richmond and' Norris Streets, Port Richmond," .
K . Philadelphia, Pa. She was not certificated and was undergom
. v . .+ annual inspection af. the time, A skeleton crew consisting of 2
SR .~ master, two mtes, ‘chief, engineer and fwo assistant engineers .
- ‘ - had been assigned to the maol by th time Admim:

s I
: Neither ar these officers
were in the vicinity of the exploqion and consequent.ly had’ little-'_.
L direct knowledge of the d.rcumstances. P

Sl ng, Not ineluded in ﬂxe cont.racted rapairs was thexpaint.ing 0
- 7 the deep tanks and the KEZFFER has. four in No. 1 lower hold with
o ~ - -access afforded by manholes, the covers. of ihieh had been 1
o .. . and were not on board at the time, But'due to a shipyard error
: S " this work was undertaken amd the four men were assimmed te the:
job. McGuire, Rebl,

- mﬂm four’ assisned commencéd :
- work on the second: shift at about 16 ths f‘im two in No: ;l

R




l-l-o'

- 1700

.~ supply tank in No. 1 lower 'tween deck, They heard McGuire S
", tell Rebl in the other tank, that he would finieh the No. 1 - . . -\
" port and [ testified that he assumed this conversation to. ' '~ -

~tank, near the. manhole assisting.
_ hissin f nolse, like escaping a.ir, was. heaﬂand ‘somgone shout.ed,

'7,' ‘flame‘o, RIS
- the hatch blocked by hatch covers; he turned to the after 1adder
~ and'managed to reach the deck but was seversly burmt on th L CE
* and hands., None of thé others reached the deck.and were remo
' by a rescue squad. The fire extinguished itself after bumi
. about two minutes. McGuire and Rebl succumbsd, that night, -
and [ 1ived, but. each required long. hospitalizat:.on.

}A 2. No evidence was adduced to indicate negl:lgence ‘or, mia-. '

and the other two 1n No. -2 por'b dsap tank. B&eﬂlr working gear (\

consisted of paint and spray tools; the lights had been rigged -

prior to their arrival and were in place at the time. At about - - ; L
| exhusted ‘their supply of- paint and both . \

e tanKk where he;ywereworldngtocbtﬁinm.fromthe" L

left

mean that the painting was completed except for the space behind '
the ladder, At this point Rebl was standing on the port side of
No. 1 lower 'tween deck alongside was out of the .-
8 to remove zear. A loud

"Pire !

as the entire space where these men wers, burst inte -~
tried to get out:by the forward ladder, but. found

.'I’er Board made the fol’lowing Conclnsions. o

M., It is conszde/red ‘that thia casualty tta.s cs.naed by a ;
vapor explosion which started in No, 1 port deep t.ank;.: It i3
further cons ldered that the paint laden atmosphere was ‘ignited.
by a portable éxtension 1ight which was found in the tank after
the explosion, -and which was identified cmring the mvestigation. :
From its condition, it is deduced that lacking a' ‘vapor globe, Lo
the bulb.was.in some manner broken and - the resultant flash X

' supplied t.he necessary ignition. , :

conduct on the part of the licensed personnel involved: The
night mate and engineer had very. little knowledge of the ehip-
‘yard work then underway and paid little.attention to it, and as
stated before the other licensed personnel ha.d been regularly
relieved and .were not - presont S e

]




sy  5., L The Boa.rd made the following Eacomendstions e kN
L Since there was ‘no épparent evidence af neg,ligenee of

6. Follow:.ng a similar casualty, a oomprehensiva arbicle was

- safety procedures with respect to the interior vessel painting on board: =~

Ghief, MVI Division to
%mandant :

L SRR
Sy

i W ne,ss,

- wes not, available for the.investigation and due

to the severity of his injuries, it was. deemed inadvisabls to

. question him. The board was advised that his. .recovery was. .
~not only uncertain, but would be a matter of many months. - In-

- asmuch as it was considered that his testinony oould not add to |
.. what had been addiiced from other witnesses and his availability "

. ...was 80 uncertain this report is forwarded without his test:mony.

misconduct as defined under R.S3. 4450, (46 U.S.C. 239), and ,
since there was no mechanical failure of any Cosst Guard &ppraveﬁ
-equipment, it is recommendsd thata no. further wtion be - t.akm

and ‘the case closad, .

1 ] .0 /

pubhshed in the Coast Guard -publication "Proceedings ‘of . the Merchant

Marine Council® in April 1950 with respect to safely in’ psinting in-
teriors of vessels for the guidance of all concerned. The content of
this article was apparently disrega.rded as evidenced by the suba~standard-

the CHARLES A. KEFFER at the tims subject casuslty occurred, . An amanded
“article with respect to interior vessel painting will agein be prepared.
and published in the Coast Guard publication "Procesdings of the ‘4erchan
‘Marine Council" for the guldance of those concerned, inthe interest :
of raising the standard of safety :m 1nterior vesscl pﬁnting, '
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s mmf, mrz Division bo
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. 9. * Subject to the romgo:lng ramarks, it is reeon.ended that the.
. Findings of Fact, Conclusions and Reeomndations of the Manine Board
e of Investigation be approved.

/ . i S e

/a/ P, A. OVENDEN.
: P. Ao ovmnm

Ind=l . ‘ ST M

e . 2Mareh 19520 © .
‘From: Chief, Office of Mer'eha.nt Marine Safety - e
Toi A Ccmandant ' ) :

»Forwarded, reeomnending approval B ]

/s/ H. c. &{EPHEARD
" H..C. SFEPHEARD

UPPROVED AR 25952 © .., .

/e/ A. C, BICHMORD ~ , -~ _ o
" A. C. RICHMOND . ' RN
,Rear Admiral, U.,S. Coast Gna.rd !
AR s Acting Comandant :






