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From: Chief, Merchant Vessel inspection Division
To: Commandent
Via: Chief, Office of wmerchant Marine Safety

Subj¢ Marine bBoard of Investigution; collision MV ATLANTIC SUN and
MV A, C, DODGE on 21 December, 1950, on liston Range in the
Delaware River. - .

1o Pursuant to the provisions of Title 46 CFR, Part 136, the record of
the Marine Uoard convened to investigate subject casualty, together with ite
Findings of Fact, Conclusions, and Recommendations, has besn reviewed and
is forwmarded herewith,

2, The tanker. MV NORTH&RN SUN of 8300 gross tons and the tanker MV A, Co
DODGB of 1147 gross tons were downbound and the tanker MV ATLANTIC SUN was
upbound in the Delaware River. All tankers were loaded: The weather wes
olear, wind NNW, force 2, no sea und ebb tide, The NORTHERN SUN passed

the starboard side of the A. Co DODGE. Shortly after such passing and upon
meeting the ATIANTIC SUN all vessels were in olose proximity to each other.
The Ao C. DUDGE then took an uncontrollable sheer sharply to port which
resulted in a collision between the A. C, DODGE and the ATLANTIC SUN, The
oollision oocurred st G017, 21 becember, 1950, near the eastern edge of

the main ship chennel approximately 0.8 miles above buoy No. 4=L. There
wers no personnel injuries or loss of life nor did either tanker oatch fire
as & result of this casualty,

35 The Board made the foliowing Findings of Faot:

™. At 0017 EST on 21 vecomber, 1950 while the MV A, C, DODGE
(hereafter oalled the DODGE) was downbound on Liston Range, Delaware
River, with the downbound AV NORTHERN SUN (heresfter called the
NORTHERN) olose on her starboard bow, the DODGE suddenly sheered
left into oollision with the upbound MV ATLAHTIC SUN (hereafter
oalled the ATLANTIC), There were no personnel injuries,

2. The DODGE attributes the shaeer to the suction of the NORTHERN,
claiming that the latter veesel had overtaken but failed to pass
well cleer of the DODGS. The NORTHERN denies responsibility, olaime

ing that she had passed well ahead and clear but the DODG subsequently

incressed speed and forged ahead.

3. All testimony is in general agreement that t he distance between
the DODGE and the NORTHERN did appreciably decrease shortly before
the aheer, but each ineists thet their aspeed was consatant.
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4. The weather was clear, wind NNW, force 2, no sea, ebb tide.

The visibility was good, all vossels had sighted each other at about
midnight, and all the maneuvers subsequent to that time were with
full knowledge of the proximity of the other vessels,

5., The vessels involved are

Name MV ATIANTIC GUN MW A. C. DOLGE LV NORTHERN SUN

Offictal No. 244086 241603 230490

Home Fort Phila, Pa. New York, N.Y. Phila., Pa.

Type Tanker Tanker Tenker

Built 1943 . 1942 1913

Gooss Yons 11,401 1,147 8,900

Length 524.6 ft. 243.7 £+, 480 ft.

Beam 70,2 fto 37.1 %, 66 ft.

Depth 39.7 £, 14,3 ft, 36.8 £t,

Drafts 31,6 fwd 13'3" fwd £29.5 £t fwd
31.6 aft 13°11" aft 80,0 ft aft

Engines Dissgel Diesel ' Diesel

H: P 7500 805 " 2800

Qwner Sun Jil Co, Diesol) Tanker Sun 0il Co,

A.C.Dudge,Inc (N.Y.)
Address Philadelphia,Pa. New York, N.Y, Philadelphia Pa,

6> The ATLANTIC, bound from ingleside, Toxas, to Marcus Hook, Pea,
with a cargo of orude ¢il entered the Delawars Capes at 2047 and pro-
coeded up river at full speed, piloted by her master, Jacob Pypelink,
Lioense No, 45181, Averaging 12.0 knots she reached Liston Range,
pessad buoy No. 42 and at 2358 and ocontinued up the eastern (N, J.)
half of the main ship channel, sighting two downbound vessela, the
NORTHERN, in the western half of the channel with the DODGE on her port
quarter. Whether the DIDGE wes mid channel or somewhat on her "“wrong"
side is disputed. After exchonging one blast passing signals with the
NORTHERN and pessing about 350 to 400 feet off, the ATIANTIC heard a
danger signal blown by the DODGE which suddenly oame left and despite
right rudder and full astern by the ATLANTIC, struok the DODGE on her
port bow, ' ' : '

7o The DODGE had departed Magle Point, N, J, at 2037 with a carro o
diesel oil, bound for Payonne, No J,, being piloted by #a
License No, [ wio wa: acting master, in the absence of

master of record. FProceeding down the main channels, Dolaware
River, she was about turning from Baker on to Liston Range, speed approxi-

mately nine knotas, when a one blast overtaking reguest signal from the

- NORTHERN was assented to by the DODGE., The NORTHERN, passing to star—

board, reeched a position on the starboard bow of the DODGE, Whether
She was ever well clear is in dispute. A redustion in the intervening
distance was subsequently noticed by the DODGE which, at 0010, slowed
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her engines sbout 40 rpms intsnding that ‘the NORTHERN should draw
farther ahead, as the ATLANTIC was approaching. The steering of the
DODGE was subsequently effected and despite drastic rudder and engine
movements a sudden sheer to the left caused the stem of the DODGE to
strike the port bow of the ATLANTIC at an engle approximating 90 degrees.

g, The NORTIERN had departed Murcus Hook, Pao at 23100 bound for New
York, piloted by her mas ter, NG Liconse No. - At full
speed approximating 10.3 ko she drew abeam to starboard of the DODGE on
the upper section of Liston Hange and attained a position with the DODGE
on her port quarter. She subsequently noticed that the DODGE appeared
to have inoreased speed and, with the oncoming upbound ATLANTIC, & Bit=
ustion with all three ships abreast in the chennel geemed to be develop=
ing. The DODGE wes observed to go suddenly to her port and collide with
the ATIANTIC. The NORTHSRN, seeing that neither damaged vessel required
sesistanoce, continued on to her destination,

9. The collision occurred near the eastern edge of the main ship chan=
nell, Liston hange, approximately 0.8 miles above Buoy Fo, #4=l. Wigston
Renge is 18 miles in length, the center line of which is indicated by
powerful front und resr rsnge lights looated at the upper erd. The
true course when downbound with ranges astern is 138 degrees. Un the
upper 9 miles of this range; where the collision occurred, the channel
is 800 feet wide. The Engineers Yorps, U, S, Army, conducted a channel
examination on 12, 15 and 18 Yecember, 1950, and subsequently published
the findings (drewing Lrawer 69 - file #23952). This drawing indicates
thet this ohannel, down to buoy Ho. 4=L has & depth varying {rom 43.8
feet to 39.0 feet. ‘

10. There is en irrevoncilable confliot of testimony as to whether or
not the NORTHERN ever reached a position clesar shead of the DODGE.,

1l. With respect to the time and place of overtaking, the testimony of
the witnesses abomrd the DOD@E is in such striking contrast with that
of those sboard the NORTHERN that the acceptance of one version appears
to nocessitate the rejoection of the other., With both sides fixing the
time from the cheange of the watch at 2400, the DODGE insists she was
then ahesd of the NORTHERN, The master, mate and gquartermaster on the
NORTHERN are ‘equally positive that the LODGE was then on their pert
quarter,

12, The over-the-ground speed of the ATLANTIC SUN (12,1 knots) is
based upon time-distence computation, Overfalls to point of ccllislon.
The estimated over-the-ground speed of the NORTHERN SUR {10.3 k.} is
based on her logged run between Pea Patch Island and Buoy 42, Thik
estimated spsed plots quite clossly with teatimony, and alaso plaees
the NUORTHERN within 300 yards below the collision positions indicated
by both the master of the ATIANTIC and the master of the NORTHERN,
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13, Using the spead of the NJIRTHERN (10,3) as a basis for further oale
culation, an evaluation may be made of the conflicting testimony as to
the time when the NORTHERN and DODGE were abesam. Mr, second
mate of the WUy puts the time and place sas 0005, when abeam of &=L
(Po 222, Qo 24), at 0005 the NORTHLRN's computed position was at loast
one rile above 6l

14, &r. Dukes, acting master of the DODGE testified (P. 179, Q. 100)
that the ships were abesm at 6=L and at that time their speed was reduced
(Po 179, Wo 103}, The DUDGE's reduction of speed is logged at "1210"(Exh.
41A). Later (P, 184, 4. 163) this witness states speed was not reduced
until 2 1/2 minutes after being abeam. The helmaman on the DODGE states
(Po 251, Wo 18) that the went on watoh about 2357 and the NORTHLRN was

" just behind™ {P,252 . 30) and "very close™ (P. 253 4. 39) on their
starboard quarter (Lxh., 36).

15, Contredicting this testimony as to time and place of passing, the
master of the NORTHuRN testifiss the vessels were ™abeam at 10=L" (P.110,
Qe 62)o "“When NORTHLRN was at 8-L the DOUGE was on {our) quarter s good
ship”s length away"™ (P. 109-4. 50) end "the hulls were not overlapping™
(Po 209 4o 51). At 2400 the DODGE was ™at least 600 feet astern™ (P, 117,
Qs 126). ™ke passed {the DODGE) before 12 ofclock™ {P. 132, Q. 261)0

The quartermaster of the NORTHERK went on watch at Mabout four minutes
before midnight (P, 89, Qo 10} and he then "noticed & ship about e ship’s
length off on the port guarter™ (P. 90, Q. 15).

16 On this disputed p int the ATIANTIC witnesses state: ™At 2355 the
small (vessel) wes in back of the other one™ {lookout P, 140, w. 14 to
20). The [ODGE was behing the NORTHERN when the vessels were first
sighted « cver 15 minutes before collision (Mo:ter, P, 8, Q. 59603 P.
99 Yo 678 Exh, 8)0

17, The LODGE was not mapned as required by her Certifioate of Inspes~
tion, There was a defisienoy of one (1) Chief Mate, una {1) Assistant
Bngineer, one {1) A, B. and one (1) Ordinary Sesman. ‘

18, James P, lLukes, who stated he was alternate master of the DODGE
was pot recorded as such on the vessel®s dooument until 27 Deoember,
1950, This information was furnished by the Collector of Customs, New
York, N, Y."

The Board expressed the following Conclusions:
"1, At some time prior to 0010 there was a reduction in the distanae

whioh &eparsted the stern of the HORTHERN from the bow of the DODGE.
The cause of this change 18 undetermined, but, in the sbsence of any
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evidence indicating an ebility of the DOLGE o iperesse speed beyond that
of the HORTAERN, it must be assumed that this resulted from a deceleration
by the NORTEERN. The channel examinntion published by frmy Enginesrs indi-
oates that between buoye Noo. 7=L and 5-L cutside, to the westward, of the
main ohannel the water shuels to 27.9 feet, &lthough the master of the
NORTHuRN denies being outside the chunnel ufter being abeam of the DOLGE

he may have run sufficiently to the westward to permit the rsdussd deptn

to have & deaelerating effect on his ship”s speed, with his drafts at

2905 fto fonlaird.g 3000 ftu aft:‘-

2, With the D@ on his port quarter, insufficient water to starboard
snd no ressrve speed, the master of the NURTHLRN was then umable to prevent
the dangerous situation f rou further developing. 4«ny action to relieve it
had tobe taken by the D@, There was nothing to prevent a further re-
duction of speed by the DODGE after her mester found the initial reduction
to 250 rpma insuffieient to cause her tc drop back, astern of the NORTHERN,

%, The master of ths J0VGE appesrs to have beoen maintaining his required
course and speed, ihaether or not the NURTHERN was ever past and well clear,
the reducticn in the over=the=ground apeed of the NORTHERN placed the

DOGE in an unenviasble position. The DODGE?®a reduction of rpms to 250 now
appears to have been inadequate, but at the time was, in the judgment of
her soting naster, considersd sufficient until the nearness of the NORTHEERN
and the ettendant effacot upon steering made more drastic evasive action
neceasary, 4any delay in acting or failure to further reduce speed can
only be attridbuted to an error in judgment by the DODGEE and negligence,

if any, is insuffioient to warranit disciplinery mction against the licenees
of the cfficers on the DODGE.

4, The orow defioiencies on the DODGE did not contribute to the cause

of this casualty. Thers is no evidence of culpable negligence on the part
of anyone aboard the NORTHURN. Thers is no evidenoe of negligence reflsoi-
ing upon those sboard the ATLANTIC. There is no evidense of misconduot or
incompetenoe on the part of aay person”

The Board made the following Recommendationss

%3, That the owners of the DODGE be cited for the penalties provided
for operetion in violation of 46 USC 222 {aerew deficiencios),

2. Thut James I'; Dukes, kaster of the DIDGE be oited for tha penalties
provided by 46 USC 222 for failure to repcrt, in writing, the crew defi=
ciency within twelve hours of arrivalo
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3. That the ccllector of customs, New York, be advised of the apparent
viclation of 46 USC 276 in the operation of the DILGE without the presence
on toerd of a master or an alternate master entored of record on her en-
rollment and license.

4. That no further action be taken and the case closed."

R ARKS

e

6o It is recommended that the Findings of Fact, Corclusions, and Recommenda-
tions of the Marine bouard of luvestigation be approved.

/8/8DW, C. CLLAVE

-

EDW. C. CIEAVE

Ind=1
M
Froms OChief, Uffice of lerchant warine Safety 12 April, 1951
Tos Commandant File: (A. C., DODGE =
ATLANTIC SUN C=3
Forwardad, recommending approval, Bd)

J#/H. C. SHuPHEARD

e

H, C. SHEPHEARD

APPROVED: April 19, 196}

/o/ GERLIN O'NEILL
MERLIN OCNILL
Vies tdmiral, U, S. Coast Guard
Commandant






